
























































































































































































































































































































































CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA 

1863 

POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT 

John H . Regan, Postmaster General 

···· ····.-· ··· .......... .... , ....... - ........ .. ............. . ....... :.: ............... .. ............... 09" 

1 I, 

Part of draft signed by John H. Regan . Reverse has half 
of duplex receipt; other half was returned to Regan . 



CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA 

1864 

FEDERAL PRISON HANDSTAMPS 

Fqrt Delaware, Delaware . Cover from a prisoner of war . 

) 

Johnson's Island, Sandusky, Ohio. Examined by "F 0 W 0 R ." 
Cover to a prisoner of war . 



CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA 

1863 

ACROSS-THE-LINES COVER FROM ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 

"Care of Robert Ould, Agt. of Exchange, Richmond, Va., 
April 29th 1863, St. Louis, Mo.," endorsement on left side of 
cover. 

This unsealed cover was enclosed in an outer envelope at 
St. Louis, Mo. and crossed the lines by flag of truce. It was 
removed from the outer envelope at Richmond, Va., where the 
10 rt stamp was canceled and the cover forwarded to addressee 
in North Carolina. 



CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA 
1862 

P . 0 . W . COVER FROM FORT COLUMBUS VIA NORFOLK, VA . 

~~l 
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Prisoner of War cover to Georgia from Fort Columbus , N.Y. 
Prison on Governors Island in New York Harbor. Col. Charles 
H. Olmstead of Georgia mailed this cover to his wife while he 
was confined at the prison in April 1862 (Official Records II; 
3 pp 50 0, 52 2 - 2 3 ) . 

This is the only recorded P. 0. W. cover from Fort Columbus 
Prison. 

The first official Prisoner of War mail between the United 
States and the Confederate States passed through Norfolk, Va . 
in the South under Flag of Truce . The Norfolk route was in use 
only six months because Norfolk was occupied by Federal forces 
in early May 1862 . United States postage was paid by the 3 t 
stamp . The blue "10" indicates Confederate postage due of ten 
cents. 

This is the last known P . 0. W. cover to pass through the 
Norfolk, Va . route. 



CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA 

1862 

FLAG OF TRUCE VIA NORFOLK, VA . 

This cover traveled the first official Flag of Truce route , 
Norfolk, Va . in the South to Old Point Comfort, Va. in the North . 

The unsealed cover was enclosed in an outer envelope that 
was mailed in the Confederate States to Norfolk, Va . To pay 
for United States postage, a half dime was attached to the inner 
envelope under the small strip of blue paper. 

After traveling by Flag of Truce boat from Norfolk to Old 
Point Comfort, the outer envelope was discarded and the coin 
removed . A U . S. 3 rl stamp was attached and the cover for ­
warded to Philadelphia . When the blue paper is lifted, the 
impression of the removed coin can be seen . 

Norfolk, Va . was captured in May 1862 and the route was 
dis continued . 
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CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA 

1864 

PRISONER OF WAR COVER FROM POINT LOOKOUT, MD. 

Across -the-lines cover from Point Lookout, Md . to Little 
Yadkin, N. C. by way of Richmond, Va ., where it was rated 
"DUE 10" for Confederate postage. Large oval "APPROVED" 
handstamp of J . A. Patterson, Capt . & Provost Marshal. 

Prisoner's letter enclosed. 
letter sheet as per regulations . 

Written on one side of a single 
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CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA 

1864 

FLAG OF TRUCE COVER TO JOHNSON'S ISLAND, OHIO 

T 1-1 4 w -'ll {(; 
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From "Olin, N. C., Sep. 6th, 1864" (manuscript postmark) , 
"Care of Hon . Robt Ould, Commissioner of Exchange, Richmond, 
Va. ," to a Prisoner of War. 

At City Point, near Richmond, Va ., the cover was placed on 
Flag of Truce boat, which carried it to Old Point Comfort, Va . 
Then, it was forwarded to Johnson's Island, Ohio. 

Examined on arrival at the prison by "G. S . B." 
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CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA 

1864 

FLAG OF TRUCE COVER FROM FORT McHENRY 

From a Prisoner of War at Fort McHenry in Baltimore, Md. 
Inscribed "Through Comd'g Officer at Fortress Monroe ... " 

This cover traveled 
Old Point Comfort, Va. 
Point, near Richmond. 
Richmond, Va. and the 

from Baltimore to Fortress Monroe at 
Then, by Flag of Truce boat to City 

The Confederate stamp was canceled at 
cover forwarded to Little's Mills, N . C . 

Examined at Fort McHenry by Prison Adjutant Lt. Wiard . 
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CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA 

1864 

FLAG OF TRUCE COVER FROM FORT DELAWARE 

This cover traveled from Delaware City, Del. to Fortress 
Monroe at Old Point Comfort, Va. Then, by Flag of Truce 
boat to City Point, near Richmond. The Confederate stamp 
was canceled at Richmond, Va . and the cover forwarded to 
Fishersville, Va. 
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CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA 

1864 

PRISONER OF WAR COVER FROM OLD CAPITOL . PRISON 
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2 rt Black Jack on drop letter from Old Capitol Prison in Wash-
ington, D. C . Circular handstamp of Prison Supt . W. P . Wood . 

I. 

(• ./ 
/c. / 

I 

Prisoner's letter of N. B. Robbins of Randolph, N . C . enclosed, 
seeking help in getting a release from prison. 

One other similar Black Jack cover is recorded . 
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CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA 

1865 

VALENTINE COVER TO POINT LOOKOUT PRISON, MD. 

Howell's "The Bruised Heart" envelope sent "Via Flag 
to a prisoner of war at Point Lookout, Md . , in care of 
Brady (Provost Marshal). Censor's initial "B" at left 
stamps. 

truce" 
Major 
of the 

Printed in Ohio in 1864, the envelope was mailed in North 
Carolina with pair of 5 ~ blue stamps and traveled via Old Point 
Comfort, Va., where a U. S. 3 ~ stamp was attached over the 
Confederate stamps. The letter probably was not received as 
the prison clerk's notes in red say, "Jan. 25, 1865 I From wife I 
No. Ca. I Dead ." 

Illustrated on Page 102 in "Civil War Prisons and Their 
Covers" by Earl Antrim. 



CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA 

1863 or 1864 

ACROSS THE LINES COVER . ENVELOPE OF RECYCLED PAPER . 

u 
/ . 

Durham's (Durham's Station), N. C. to Baltimore, Md. via 
Richmond, Va. and Old Point Comfort, Va . This cover crossed 
the lines between Richmond and Old Point Comfort, probably by 
Flag of Truce Boat "New York. " Postage was paid by Confed­
erate and United States stamps. 

Photographic enlargement showing printed letters from recycled 
paper both on the surface and beneath the surface of the paper. 
Contemporary technology was not capable of removing printing ink; · 
therefore, printed paper was very rarely recycled . 



CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA 

18 65 

C . S . MILITARY PRISON, DANVILLE, VA . 

Cover from Capt. D . Tarbell 
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... 

"Per Flag of Truce via James River, Va . " 
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E xamined by R . C. Smith, Lt . Colonel Commanding, 
Confederate States Military Prisons, Danville , Va . 

' 



CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA 

1865 

) C . S . MILITARY PRISON. DANVILLE, VA . 

Letter from Capt . D . Tarbell 
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CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA 

1864 - 65 

DANVILLE, VA . C. S . MILITARY PRISON LIB~RATED 

· P . 0 . W . Capt. D. Tarbell to W . Willoughby 

Prisoner's letter of Nov. 12 , 1864 asking to be exchanged. 

After Union take - over : The cover traveled via Old Point 
Comfort, Va. (June 17, 1865) as did the earlier prisoner's 
letters . Endorsed, "Examined, R. C . Smith, Lt . Col. Comdg." 
Confederate Lt . Col. Smith was kept temporarily in command 
and was assigned to censor mail. Stamps show 1 i overpayment 
of 3 i rate . 
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CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA 

1864 

U. S. USAGE OF CONFEDERATE PATRIOTIC 

Memphis , Tenn. (Union occupation) to Hinterset, Iowa. 

Written at top, "Captured at Jackson, Miss. , May 14th, '63 ." 
Jackson fell to Union forces on that day. 

This flag design has be en reported on one othe r cover. The 
other cover was used in the Confederate States. 
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