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U.S.TO HAMBURG BY PRUSSIAN CLOSED MAIL

Collims Line Transatlantic, N.Y. to Liverpool.

June
dorsed:

11, 1853.
per Atlantic.

S.S. Atlantic

This is an unpaid letter, directionaliy en-
This steamship of the Collins Line was

cleared

at New York June 10 and sailed June 11 for Liverpool.

The New York Exchange Office marked it with a debit to Hamburg

of 23¢ for U.S. Inland (5¢) + Sea Postage by American Packet
(18¢), rates under the revived Convention of 1853 at 30¢ per
%-0z, Hamburg would retain 7¢ for her inland postage. This
debit mark is a remarkably elusive date stamp.

/PEHS,

C?ZB cj

June 22. Atlantic arrived at Liverpool. The
Prussian Closed Mail was forwarded in sealed bags
to Aachen (Aix-la-Chapelle), Prussia June 23 where
bulk was broken, letters received identity and
forwarded on to their destinations.

Backstamps record the routing of this letter.
Reilway Travelling Post Office marks Deutz to

DEUTZ Minden to Berlin. Also shown are the State Post
23 6 I Office (Stadt Post Amt) transit mark and Hamburg
MINDEN arrival backstamps.
Postage due was shown in red manuscript as 18
MINDEN. schillinge x 1.7¢/sch. = 30¢ due. A credit to
94 B i the United States per 1853 convention was shown
BERLIN. in blue at 13 schillinge x

1.7¢/sch, = 23¢. The latter
sgrees with the N.YORK 23 mark
shown above.

4G 014, 3
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| U.S. TO WURTTEMBERG -2nd Bremen Convention of Avg'53

OCEAN STEAM NAVIGATION CO. S.S. Hermann |

|
1 October 24, 1853. Summer Hill, Penn. to |
f Horb, Wuttemberg. Manuscript postmaster's |
'] mark at Summer Hill where 27¢ was paid. !
This was a very small post office and didn't -
| realize the 27¢ rate of the 1st Convention
. : L had been superceded August 15, 1853, by the
v ; 2nd Convention rate of 22¢, Letter 5¢ over-
E@L (,'0(.-' paid and U.S. kept the overpayment. Summer
I ' Hill manuscript is unlisted (USSCC). '

"

i e November 5. Transit at New York where the Exchange _
L 8 Office credited Bremen with 8¢. U.S. retained total of
|

|

|

|

- D& 14¢ (Sea and U.S. inland) out of the 22¢ prepaid rate.
;? NOV o * Nov, 6. S.S. Hermann, Higgins, sailed from N.Y.
*j'.\ 5 -T/J for Southampton and Bremen,
P A]D‘S Nov. 23, Hermeann arrived at Bremerhaven where letter
: was noted as incoming from America via Bremen, The Fr,3?

| _ (Franco = Paid) is a credit of 3 silbergroschen for the
AMERICA  Thurn & Taxis Posts, This mark is scarce as few letters
UBER BREMEN to Wurttemberg at the time it was used were

MIND EN. prepaid, unusual in blue, usually red or black.

|

Cf 5L Nov. 25. Reilway marking Minden to Deutz,
| %~¢J. DEUTZ. Deutz is on the right bank of the Rhine
opposite Cologne.
l : Nov. 27. German railway (E.B, =
‘ [EB L7 NoV. j HDRB | Eisenbahn = Railway), backstamp.
} Cur ) 428 NOV-1853 Nov, 28. Arrival backstamp at

Horb, Wurttemberg.

— TAG. D& T j




Mil, sC 29715

Ft. .

Inc.

NOVUS DEBUT,

© 199

-
"

1854

b

D

BREMEN TO TEXAS VIA PRUSSIAN CLOSED MAIL
Havre Line:5.S. Franklin, Southamptor. to New York
U.S. Mail Steamship Co.: S.S. Crescent City NY. toNew Otlean ¢

F

May 5, 1854. An unpaid letter posted at Bremen to
Nacogdoches, Texas under the Prussian Closed Mail
Psrli agreement. 2 silbergroschen had bheen prepaid for Ger-
— man internal postage to get the letter to Aachen.

May 7. Letter in transit at Aachen where mail was closed through
Britain to the United States. The Aachen Exchange Office backstamped
the letter, routing it per an American Packet.

May 10. The U.S.M.S. Franklin departed from Havre on her penultimate
voyage. On her next return voyage, leaving Havre on July 5, she went
aground on Long Island July 17 and was not able to be salvaged.

On this May 10 voyage, she touched at Southampton on the same
day where the PCM mail bags went aboard.

May 22. Franklin arrived at New York.
Letter rated at the PCM rate of 30¢ plus
a 5¢ delivery charge to Texas.

N.Y. Times. Cleared Sat. May 27.
Steamship Crescent City, Windle, for
New-Orleans, M.O. Roberts.

June 5. Docket notes received at
Nacodgoches, Texas.




1855

U.S.TO HANOVER,GERMANY BY PRUSSIAN CLOSED MAIL
Colling Line Transatlantic, N.Y. to Liverpool S.S. Baltic

July 10, 1855. Letter paid 30g¢ per

4 - #=-0z. U.S. under the revived Convention
o s i of 1853 by Prussian Closed Mail through
England. Boston "American Packet" back-

f? f| stamp. 30¢ paid in cash and shown by
34 the 1light pencil notation at middle
o upper left,

e
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July 11, 1855. 4
Transit at New -
York, The Collins A

Fni -
Line U.S. Mail ) n-j;’;&(?awr( O e 23 =
Packet Baltic » Zote, i

departed this
date from N.Y.
Because of the
Crimean War most

of the Cunard —_ —
Line's ships were
diverted for troop transport, consequently, Cunard did not run to N.Y.
in 1855. A1l mail out of that port was by American Packet. Rate of
C s W B i Prussian Inland S5¢. ).
: Belgian Transit 2t i) ¢
rdiis 7 B Y Sea and British 18
N S U.S. Inland 5
V. 30¢ .
s, S Prussia was credited with 7¢ by the New York
Exchange Office.
BERLIN July 22, Baltic arrived at Liverpool. Closed
25 1 mail bags went on to Hanover where bulk was broken.
MINDEN Mrs, William Pumpelly had relocated to Coln (Cologne)

s0 her Hanoverian banker forwarded the letter to
Coln Poste Restante(General Delivery).

July 24-25. Transit backstamps trace the letter
to Berlin, then railway Berlin to Minden, finally
arrival at Coln (Coeln in cds.)

Letter was assessed % silbergroschen for for-
warding, paid by Capel Kirchberg & Co, at Coln,



1860

TRANSATLANTIC MAIL
GERMANY TO UNITED STATES

CLOSED MAIL VIA ENGLAND

The Convention of 26 August 1852, effective 16 October 1852,
set (Article II) an international postage of 30¢ for a single
rate of + oz. (American) or one loth (German).

This was divided as follows on prepaid letters:

U.S. Inland

Sea and British transit
Belgian transit
Prussian Inland

o¢
18
2

-
30¢

Thus, on prepaid letters from Prussia, Prussia had to show
a credit to the U,S. of 25¢ on every letter ¥ oz. or under, re-
taining 5¢ for her own Inland postage.

FRANCA

June 10,

1860.
Letter prepaid in
Germany. FRANCA=

A A
\'PAID Y

COBLENZ.
42011l
COELN

June 12. Coblenz
to Coeln(Colcgne)
RR transit back-
stamp.

July 3. New
York Exchange
Office restated
30¢ had been pre-
paid.

June 13, Transit stamp at the
Aachen transit (exchange) office.
25¢ credit to the U.S. which is
all of the 3%0¢ rate less the 5¢
Prussian inland. Pen notation
on back "f 2" gives Belgium
credit for her transit charge.



1856

TRANSATLANTIC MAIL
GERMANY TO UNITED STATES

UTLpCLId Letter

] The Convention of 26 August (eff. 16 October) 1852, set rate
of 30¢ per %-oz., divided as follows:

_ Prussian Inland i 5¢
-Belgian Transit s -2
" Sea and British Transit o o

BT T =t ¢
) . _Egi

On unpa1d 1etters the German.Exchange Office at Aachen (Aix-

la-Chapelle) showed a 5¢ debit to U.S. to allow for Prussian

Inland.

ERFURT
18 5%12-1

May 13, 1856.
‘Letter posted un-
paid at Erfurt,

‘a town in Thur—
ingia.

May 15. Aachen Exchange May 29, 1858. British

Office marked letter in  Packet Africa (Cunard)
transit with a 5¢ debit docked at New York May

to U.S. (see above), Mail 28, having sailed from

was here bulked to be Liverpool May 17.
opened in New York,i.e.,
closed through England.

TA G CGZo.|
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BANGORJMAINE TO HAMBURG _,GERMANY byPrussian Closed Mail
Cunard Line. R.M.S. Arabia, Boston to Li\rzrpool

March 22,

at the revived convention of 1853 rate per %-oz. Rate was
divided:

AACHEN B/4
FRANCO

St.P A
9 Apr 56

(856

1856. Letter paid in cash at Bangor to Germany

U.S. Inland 5¢
Sea and British Transit 18
Belgian Transit 2 ) = %4
Prussian Inland 5 3
30¢

March 26. The Boston Exchange Office
marked a credit to Germany, Belgian transit
and Prussian Inland, of 7¢. R.M.S. Arabia
of the Cunard Line departed from Boston
for Liverpool this date.

April 7. Arabia arrived at Liverpool.

April 8. Letter in transit at Aachen, the
Prussian Exchange Office, where the closed
bags from the U.S. were opened. Marked
FRANCO = PAID. April 9. Hamburg backstamp.

TKE QZOANNY

.



1856

TRANSATLANTIC MAIL
RUSSIA TO U.S.,Prussian Closed Mail via En.glu.n.d
Britich Packet Transatlantic , CUNARD LINE? R.M.S. Africa

///N“u\ March 13, 1856 (Julian, equivalent to
“1856 T~ March 24 on the Gregorian or "new" calen-
<gTPLT£ﬁsBOURG)} dar). Letter was marked in manuscript "2
R m > franco" indicating a paid double letter.
N1 S Paid in kopecs at 30¢ per %-o0z., here a
gt double letter at 60¢. Letter endorsed:
Per steamer/from Liverpool/Prussian Closed
Mail.
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April 1 (Gregorian). Transit mark at Aachen where the
Prussian mails were closed, i.e., went in sealed bags, not to
be opened until arrival at N.Y. or Boston.

.nf“”f ) Prussia showed a credit to U.S. of 25¢ x 2 =
ORPSE o 50¢ for a letter over %-oz., but not over 1 oz.
PR Prussia retained 10¢ for handling.
| ¢ = April 5. R.M.S. Africa departed L"pool.
P -I—g? April 19. Africa arrived N.Y., Exchange

Office recognized letter as paid at 60¢. U.S.

settled up with Britain on a bulk basiS. . o e .
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— TRANSATLANTIC MAIL

BADEN TO U.S5.VIA FRANCE
FORWARDING AGENT

Welles & Co., Paris

ST T 2 T T T AR I T i T — g et —

Aug. 22, 1835. _
Letter posted un- l.
paid at Baden., i

BADER.1]|

A

BADE PAR |
STRASBOURS |

— French entry
' marks showing mail
from Baden by way
of Strasbourg (Noel

54). Welles & Co., D NAL S ' ke
garis, paid the 17 ;,7- }i’:?’/ 4 /I,/. uf“.:
ecimes due. Credit et m/yf ) (HILLRINLES A )
A . : A8
of 4 allowed to g/“, QV/_‘./;}A é{/@ ,—J)
German State, : ' & =
% Sy ’ y £, * . f’ /: .'.:. 1

August 25,1835,
Welles & Co. back-
stamped letter
with their "for-
warding agents"
cachet (below)
and forwarded the
letter unpaid to
Pennsylvania. e = ———

Foraai DY KT
(Pt é%mz&a&éf

October 6, 183%5. Letter
entered U.S. at New York
where it was rated as a
Ship Letter, i.e. 18-3/L¢
for a letter going inland
150-400 miles + 2¢ Ship Letter
charge = 20-3/L¢ due (red mms.
U.R.).

OLD LINE, New York to Havre
Packet Sully,Forbes, Sept.1,1835 from Havre
Oct. 6 arrived N.Y.




CLOSED MAIL VIA ENGLAND

1854-55

TRANSATLANTIC MAIL

GERMANY TO UNITED STATES

Paid Letter

g The Convention of 26 August 1852 set international postage
--i-af 30¢ per rate of %-o0z.(American) or one loth (German).

29 Nev. 1854,

| éaya, "P,S.

Letter datelined London, however, poatscript

14 Decbr.' After having written these lines there

was no steamer leaving England before the 9th inst.; I there-

- fore took this letter to the Continent, where I was prevented

- from mailing it in consequence of continual traveling and thus
-_overlooking the time of regular ateamer departures......"

“BERLIN

? STADTPOST-EXP. VI
[1711246= N, |

"bSC'.' 17'; 185’*-

Dec. 19, Transit at Aachen

Letter posted paid FExchange Office, On prepaid

in cash at Berlin, letters Prussia had to show
Mss. note routes
letter via uUstende, per #-ox, retaining 5¢ for
‘port in Belgium,

a credit to the U.S. of 25¢

Prussian Internal postage.

Be=SYERRERERRaEE
lei‘:‘!%‘\ Paid !1 m
1%/ |- a25ets | Pa cket.

German Exchange
Office backstamped

letter with this

scarce mark routing

- letter via British

at L'pool. Cunarder

23 Dec. 1854,

Canada left L'pool

Jan. 5, 1855. Boston Exchange Office marked letter
incoming as PAID 30. Blake 786. Records show the

Canada arrived Boston Jan. 4, 1855,

TA(x
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U.S. TO GERMANY BY
COLLINS LINE

‘i‘\. -

April 12, 1855.

An unpaid
Prussian Closed Mail rate of 30¢ per %-o0z., i.e., mail was sent in

closed bags through England.
at Philadelphia.

Apr

PRUSSIAN CLOSED MAIL
U.S.M.S. Baltic

letter posted at Philadelphia at the
The 30¢ rate was noted by the handstamp

il 18. Letter was held at New York for

the departure of the Collins Line U.S.M.S.

4 18 )
b

Inland 23¢.

\:. Qe_’_} N\ Baltic, which departed from N.Y. this date.
b APR 5& The New York Exchange Office debited Prussia
i; o4 QJ for Sea and British transit of 18¢ + 5¢ U.S.

Prussia would retain 5¢ Pruss-

o) ?’ ian Inland + 2¢ Belgian transit = 7¢. This
W, 12 ‘;EEEL/;// is the earliest recorded (W.12) mark. Winter
lists it used 5 Dec. 55 to 1 Mar. 62.
- April 29. Baltic arrived at Liverpool. The
py = Prussian Closed Mails were sent in bulk to Aachen.
1
5 May l. Bulk was broken at the Aachen Exchange
Office, backstamp. Letter was subject to a collect
amount of 45 kreuzer (manuscript in blue).
May 5. Alpirsbach, Wurtemberg arrival back-
n oD ~ 1 gtamn.
AL PIRSBACH
5 MMAI 1855
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i 1856

PRUSSTIA TO U. 8. b;, Prossian Closeo Marl
Ocean Steam Navigation Co. S.S. Washington

FE.CHELS‘H EiM

September 8 (c ), 1856. An unpaid letter posted at Peckelsheim, Prussia.

September 9. Transit at Aachen, the Exchange Office for the Prussian
Closed Mail. U.S. was debited for 5¢ Prussian inland postage out of the
30¢/%-0z. rate. The balance of 2¢ Belgian Transit, 18¢ British Transit
and Sea and 5¢ U.S. Inland would be adjusted by the U.S. and British Ex-
change offices.

September 6. S.S. Washington of the Ocean Line departed from Bremen,
called at Southampton the 10th where this letter went aboard in the closed

bags.

September 24. Washington arrived at New York. The
N.Y. Exchange Office marked 30¢ due, the Prussian Closed
Mail rate.

This letter was marked 32 (¢) in crayon on the reverse.
R.F. Winter believes that the Kensington, Penn. post
office added a 2¢ c 'rrier fee, making in all 32¢ due.

It is to be noted that this letter has a
//_\. street address.

TAC 02 0.4



i
| 856

sy ofe

STPETERSBURG,RUSSIA TO U.S. VIA PRUSSIAN CLOSED MAIL
CUNARD LINE: R.M.S5. Canada., L:verpoo! to Bos’cOn

ST L —=, Ly P

e el
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2 2, Akq;{:/
Bt PPl o7 T 2%
g Sl aer ‘,;f;\;;;1

April 19 (Julian), 1856. [Equivalent to May 1 in the Gregorian or "new"
calendar.] Letter posted paid at St. Petersburg, backstamp, and endorsed:
Prussian/Closed Mail/Per Liverpool/Steamer. It is also noted in manuscript
"franco = paid". This letter was fully prepaid to the U.S. with the appor-
tionment between Prussia/Russia shown on the reverse in silbergroschen 22/6,
equivalent to 60/14¢, the total of 74¢ being double the 37¢ rate of October
1852, U.S. to Russia by Prussian Closed Mail. . o

O May 8 (Gregorian). Transit | /// f’

RS N\ at Aachen where the Prussian A /
' 7\ mails were closed through Eng- [ )
| land. Prussia showed a credit to the ! )
Y U.S. of 25¢ x 2 = 50¢ for a letter over \ P e
N0, %-0z., but not over 1 oz. Prussia re- b ] )
~— tained 10¢ for Prussian handling. \ £

May 10. R.M.S. Canada departed from Liverpool. b i,

May 22. Canada arrived at Boston. Boston restated the PCM rate of
60¢ as paid. Charges beyond Aachen were not part of the U.S.-Prussia
accounting. U.S. settled up with Britain on a bulk basis.
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[___H 1858 ﬁﬁj | TR
TRANSATLANTIC MAIL '
UNITED STATES ToO GERMANY
Closed Mail via Enq-l-q:ri.d"-u_‘ripq'id_Lei_ti:"r

Feb. 1, 1858,
Letter posteq un-
paid at Newport
for Saxony "By
the Prussian clo=-
sed majlw, Scarce
- Newport "30m pari
| . for unpaid rate,

Penlizls New York marked letter with 23¢~credit'to U.S., being !
‘U.S. Inland 5¢ + Sea ang Srubish transicTigy Ly, reigy i necess- |
ary to specify maAm,n o "Br." packet, as the U.5. settled up with !
Britain on g burk.basis:of-40¢sper.ounceufor Prussian Closed Maij J
letters conveyed by British Packet, ang 17%¢ per oz, for transit f
through England on Prussian_Ciesed'Mail by American Packet . Germany ]
retained the 7¢, being 2¢jBelgiaﬁ'tranait Fi5¢ Prussian'Inland. |

Cf: Hargest, pg. 87 and 89,

Records show that the Cunarder (British) SS MEuropar sailed New
York Feb, 3, arrived Liverpool Feb, 155 (Chronicle_No.95,Pg.203).

- Feb, 17, 1858, Bulk
broken at Aachen (Aix-
la-Chapelle) where mail
Was dispersed to var-
ious German States,

"Letter del iveryn, '

German'receipt back-
stamp,
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TRANSATLANTW MAIL
SRES N ) WURTEMBERG BY PRUSSIAN CLOSED MAIL

R.M.S. Persia . British Packet from N.w York. |
 Rates per 1-o0z, under the revived Conventlon of 1853: :
U.S; Inland = | 98 .1 T35, '
Sea and British Transit 18 ) |
Belgian Transib. i...... 2
Pruselan. Inland ittt

Sept. 28, 1858. A nicely printed envelope indicatiﬁg.roﬁting”.:
per Prussian Closed Mail, Via London and Ostende., Letter was un-
- paid, and the amount due was shown in manuscrlpt "30", per the

Convention of 1853304 rates (see" above.)

Sept. 29. Translt at New York from which port
~the R.M.5. Persia departed on thls date for L'pool
via Queenstown, The "23%3" in the Exchange Office ' |
stamp debited Prussia for 5¢ U,S. Inland + 18¢ sea
~ and British transit, The mark had to state British

or American Packet because the U.S. settled up with
- Britain on a bulk basis of L4LO¢ per oz. for Prussian
Closed Mail by British Packet and 17%¢ per oz. for
Amerlcan Packet both closed through England '

Oct., 12. Persia arrived
at: Liverpool, having landed:
the Europeanﬁmails at Queens-
town the 11th,

Oct. 13=16, German transit
backstemps., Large manuscript "45" shows the collect amount in krew ers

as Vurttemburg (Wurttemberg) was in the kreuzer area. 1k. was. equlvalenﬂ
to 0068 U$S x 45 = .306, the closest equivalent to 50¢ Uela

— e —— —— P

TA & 032
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U.S.TO WURTEMBERG BY PRUSSIAN CLOSED MAIL
INMAN LINE S.S. City of Baltimore

April 8, 1858. BAn unpaid letter posted at Philadelphia, endorsed: Via
Liverpool & Ostende/pr. Steamer. The Philadelphia office noted the amount due in U.S.
funds for a double weight letter by Prussian Closed Mail at 30¢ x 2 = 60¢.

April 10. Letter transit at the New York Exchange Office. Prussia was debited for
Sea and British transit of 18¢ + U.S. Inland 5¢ + 23¢ x 2 = 46¢ (double letter.) The
S.S. City of Baltimore of the Tnman Line departed from N.Y. on April 10 for Liverpool.
The Exchange Office had to specify "Am." or BR." Packet as the U.S. settled up with
Britain on a bulk basis of 17%¢ per ounce if by American Packet, 40¢ per ounce if by
British Packet.

April 22. City of Baltimore landed at Liverpool and the Prussian
Closed Mail was forwarded via Ostende, Belgium to Aachen, Prussia.

April 24. Bulk was broken at Aachen and the recipient assessed
90 kreuzer (at .0068¢/kr. = 60¢ U.S. equivalent) shown in manuscript.
Prussia would retain 10¢ Prussian Inland + 4¢ Belgian transit = 14¢.

April 26. Prussian transit backstamps includes Wurtemberg (Wurtt-
emburg) railway transit.




1875

CLOSED MAIL
PRUSSIA VIA ENGLAND

In 1852 a Postal Convention was signed with Prussia
setting forth a scale of rates for mail handled by sealed
bags. The U.3. mail ("Prussian Closed Mail") was forward-
ed from England in sealed bags via Ostend to the frontier
at AAchen, where the bags were opened and letters forward-
ed on to their destinations in Prussia, to all the States
of the German-Austrian Postal Union and to foreign countries.

beyond.

S—

Closed Mail letter to Prussia via 5SS Russia, 2959 tons,
Cunard Liner, in service 1367-78.

Letter is franked with U.S. 5¢, 3cott #179, rate effect-
ive after General Postal Union at Berne, lst July 1875.

New Vork office mark showing
letter to travel via British
Transit, closed.,
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POLA,ILLYRIATO U.S. BY PRUSSIAN CLOSED MAIL
INMAN LINE 2. 3. Vicao

October 5, 1858. An unpaid letter
O L @ posted at Pola, Illyria, then a terri-
4, 4 P tory or kingdom forming the S.W.
S e portion of the Austrian dominions (now
Ci)? 4] ')2’ A/ Pula, Jugoslavia.) As such, it fell
v ] under the German-Austrian Fostal

Union rate to the U.S. of 30¢ per %-oz.
by Prussian Closed Mail through England.
The GAPU transit charge of 2 silbergroschen ("2" in blue manuscript) is shown as required
to get the letter to the Exchange Office at Aachen. The amount due was shown as "38" for
38 Austrian kreuzer (equivalent to 30¢, the unpaid full postage.)

October 9, The letter was in transit at Aachen
EJTF{&\ where the U.S. was debited for 5¢ to recover the GAPU
Ay ¢ transit fee which they had to give to Austria.

October 13. S.S. Vigo of the Inman Line departed
from Liverpool and arrived at New York October 26.

October 27. The bulked mails went from
New York to Boston by rail. At Boston
bulk was broken and the letter received
identity as an American Packet letter,
backstamp. The 30¢ Prussian Closed
Mail rate was due.
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ST.PETERSBURG,RUSSIA TO U S.VIA PRUSSIAN CLOSED MAIL
INMAN LINE: S.S. Kangaroo, Liverpool to New York
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December 29 (Julian), 1858 [equivalent to Jan. 9, 1859 in the
Gregorian or "New" calendar]. Letter posted paid at St. Petersburg, back-
stamp, and endorsed: Via Liverpool/pr. Prussian/Closed Mail. It is also
noted in manuscript "franco" = paid. This letter was fully prepaid to
the U.S. with the apportionment between Prussia/Russia shown in manuscript
on the reverse in silbergroschen 11/3, equivalent to 30¢/7¢, the total of
37¢ being the rate of October 1852, T7.S. to Russia via PCM.

—

NC LN January 15, 1859 (Gregorian). Coeln to
T 2=t ) Verviers railway transit backstamp.

5 ] ' /’.=5 a January 16. Transit at Aachen. As far
: ' L. 3 J as the U.S. was concerned, this letter was
\¥, e / treated as a Prussian Closed Mail letter at
£ Cigj the 30¢ rate, effective October 1852. Any
. transactions between Prussia and Russia had

no bearing on the U.S. rates. The Aachen

Exchange Office mark credited U.S. with25¢

U.S. Inland Plus sea postage.

7\ January 19. The Prussian Closed Mail bags
% were forwarded through England to meet the sail-
0 ing of the Inman Line S.S. Kangaroo from Liver-
>\ = { pool.
: <,

T ARID7 February 7. Kangaroo arrived at New York,
e mail processed February 8. Letter accepted as
a PAID PCM single letter by the Exchange Office
a: New York.
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FRANKFURT TO U.S. via. France and Britain
HAVRE LINE $..5: Fuitori

Rates of April 1, 1857, prepayment optional, for mail from Frank-
furt through France was the 15¢ International rate plus an excess of
6¢ over the International rate to cover beyond France, per %-oz.

This was broken down: Y_02. L 0z,
U.S. Inland 3¢ 6¢ )
Sea 6 12 )
Transit 2 4
French Inland 4 8
Excess over International _6

21¢
e e
: RSP 7]
‘o
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July 20, 1859. An unpaid letter posted at Frankfurt-am- P
Main. It was handled by the Thurn & Taxis post (TOU -T), }2{
/

entering France at Forbach, ambulant (railway TPO entry mark),
July 21.

July 21. Railway transit backstamp, Strasbourg to Paris, day
train (octagonal center), backstamp.

July 22. Letter in transit at Paris. It was at first erroneously
marked with a 36¢ debit to the U.S. (all but 6¢ U.S. Inland.) This
was changed to another error, i.e., 18¢ debit to U.S. as noted above.
Correct debit should have been 24¢ for all but U.S. Inland + sea
postage (42¢ - 18¢ = 24¢.)

July 26. S.5. Fulton of the Havre Line departed Havre, picked
up U.S. mails at Southampton July 27.

Aug. 11. Fulton arrived at New York.
Double 21¢ x 2 rate of 42¢ due. N.Y.
Exchange 0ffice also struck "Am. Service." o
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HOMBURG,HESSE-HOMBURG TO U.S. BY BRITISH OPEN MAIL
CUNARD LINE R.M.S. Africa
e B

COBLENZ | == A7 174 _
1838 % ). R 5% A L

.5fﬁg
Cgale |

v,

o PN _SSSS———— S

Aug. 17, 1859. Letter posted in Homburg, central
Germany, capitol of Hesse-Homburg, served by the Thurn
& Taxis Post, which used the southern German currency
the kreuzer. Prepayment was L7 kreuzer, which paid all
transit fees to the limits of the British mail systemn,
A in this case, the U.S. arrival po.t of the British
// 7 _— steamer. 47 k. is broken down as 9/38, 9k. to be re-
// ¥ tained by Germany and 38k. credit to the British,

A L! Aug. 17-18. Transit backstamps, through Frankfurt-

' L am-Main and the railway Coblenz to Coeln. A restatement
of the silbergroschen equivalent to %8 kreuzer is 10-3/4,
made at the Prussian Exchange Office, a credit to Britain.

L §= Aug. 19, Transit London, paid letter, British red 1/-
& 58 (1 shilling), restatement of credit to G.B. by Prussia,

Aug, 20, R.M.S. Africa departed Liverpool for N.Y.

— Sept. 1. Africa arrived N.Y., mail bulked to Boston,
received there Sept. 2. LAs the letter had a2 confusing
address "Near Boston - Nahant', it was delayed one day

with the "Boston" deleted and
the "Nahant" underlined, delay
e evidenced by the Sept. 3 Boston
e backstamp. 5¢ U.S. British
yE 1] Open Mail rate due.

I o For comparison purposes, 47
o kreuzer was eguivalent to about
32(! UIS.

B.L6D




"TRANSATLANTIC MAIL N ' ; I
SAXONY TO U.S. by Proscion Closed Mail i
Cunard Line Tro.nso.'[la.n'{'lc : R.M.S. Asia '

Un.bcz,ad Letter

Mail from within the German States directed to the U.S. was
rated under the revived convention of 1853. The German-Austrian
‘Union postage of 2 silbergroschen carried the letter to Aachen
and had to be prepaid. Transatlantic rate of 30¢ per =0z, was

divided: Prussian Inland 5¢
Belgian Transit ! 2

Sea and British Transit 18 _ |

U,S. Inland : g |

30¢., |

May 10, 1859.
Unpaid (as far
as transatl-
antic rates)
letter at

S
Dresden.
2 silber= Z),, g,//f—vq: AN 5/’74 d’ﬁldfrg
grosched

(or 2 neu-
groschen in
Saxony) paid
the GAU
postage
(blue m"2n

on reverse).’

:F ‘ &7€§;¢v/

/é/ﬂc. % '1 /?’_/

e . .

._./)234 ’/ﬁ

/ |

é// /7z/?/ & e I
//STO

-

Transit at

‘May 171..

May 27.

Aachen shows debit to

U.S+ for Prussian In-
land (see above).

Mail here bulked to :
be closed through Eng-
land, not to be broken
until arrival in-the
U.5. R.M.S. Asia de=-
parted May 14,L'pool

to New York.

Asia-arrived -

“bulked to
..Boston where

at N.Y. May
26 and mail

[4 NEAY 'L)
these two

R
%gaﬁ E{E:;// E;()
marks were ot

applied, backstamp showing British Packet
and face shows 30¢ Prussian Closed Mail
rate due,

B.877 |
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MAR[DMBAD1BQMNMQ.toU.S.bHPRUSSIAN CLOSED MAIL
Cunard Line Transatlantic to New York R.M.S. Africa
Unpaid Leffer £

M2il from within the German States to the U.S. was rated under
the revived Convention of 185%. The German-Austrian Union postage
of 2 silbergroschen carried the letter to Aachen and had to be pre-
paid, here shown as the blue "2" on the face. Transatlanticirate
of 30¢ per #-o0z. was divided:

Prussian Inland 5¢ i

Belgian tranmsit 2 S BT
Sea and British 18 i
U.S. Inland . ==
30¢- 5 iy
Aug. 16, 1859. Letter (date- ——— — )

lined Aug., 10 at Dresden) unpeid

at Marienbad except for the 2 s.g. GAU inland postage.
Letter bears another "2" in blue on the reverse, crediting Belgium
for her transit,

LEIPZIG. /ey o’%&%@w e il 3

ol 7T 81
MAGDERB:

August 17,
Transit back-
stamp aboard
the Leipzig 2
to Magdeburg x
railway mail
sorting car.

Aug. 18, Transit at Aachen where the Prussian mail was
closed to go through England, U.S., was debited 5¢ for Prussian in-
land postage.

Aug. 20. R.M.S. Africa departed from Liverpool for Boston via
Halifax, Prussian Closed Mail bags had been forwarded from London
to L'pool.

Y Sept. 1. Africa arrived at New York
E;‘) and the closed bags sent on to Boston
= & SE;P E'" where bulk was broken and letter rcceiw'red
o ] identity at Boston Sept. 2. 30¢ Prussian
Mai -
\%% 2 A; Closed Mail rate due.
e~
On ©7

B.790



1859

DRESDEN, SAXONY TO U.S. by Prussian Closed Mail via England
Norddeotscher Lloyd Transatlantic fo N.Y. S$.5. Bremen
Unpaid Letter

Mail from within the German States to the U.S. was rated under
the revived Convention of 1853. The German-Austrian Union postage
of 2 silbergroschen carried the letter to Aachen and had to be pre-
paid, here shown as the blue "2" on the face. Transatlantic rate
of 30¢ per 2-o0z. was divided:

Prussian Inland S¢ )

Belgian Transit 2 ,

Sea and British 18 VA -

U.S. Inland 5 tete
30¢.

Sept. 3, 1859, Letter unpaid except for the GAU
2 8.8. inland postage, Letter bears another "2" in
blue on the reverse, crediting Belgium for her tran-
sit, Mail bags were closed at Aachen for the Prussian
closed mail through England, previous to which the
Aachen mark was struck debiting U.,S. for the 5¢ Prussian
inland.

Sept. 6. The S.S. Bremen, Capt., Von Santen, departed
Bremen Sept, 3 and called at Southampton the 6th where the Prussian
Closed Mail and the Engllsh MallS went aboard,

30 SE /4/3“/ ST R Sm—

Sept. 22. /7
Bremen arrived 2. % . :
N.¥, -8ept: 21 i 1
with 654 pass. el 3 2| 7. f//’(?;ﬁgdfz.z,c.ei'z‘/
to Gelpeck, ; ' :
Keut jen & Rei-

chelt, She had : | > ' ,Z/%/fnb -

experienced e

heavy westerly e }f?z a7
gales the entire i

passage. Bulked | - . ‘/fé/ ‘W
mail went by ///u,ﬂ e / FL L2 = zz_ﬁ‘; 1

rail to Boston E Y
where it re- : ; PRSI
ceived identity Sept 22 It was necessary to speclfy "Br "o "ﬁm L

packet, as the U.S. settled up with Britein on a bulk basis of LO¢ per

0z. for Prussian Closed Mail conveyed by British packet and 17%¢ per oz.

for transit through England for P.C.M. by American packet. Germany re-

tained 7¢, being 2¢ Belgian transit + 5¢ Prussian Inland.
Packet mark not listed by B lake.




1859
KIRCHBERG,Wurttemberg to U.S. by Prussian Closed Mau |

Cunard Line Transatlantic to Boston R.M.S. America




1859

KiRCHBERG,WuH‘Tcmbefq to U. 5. by Prossian Closed Majl

Cunard Line Transotlantic to Boston R.M.S. America

Nov, 27, 1859. Mail from within the

“Prussian Inland
Belgian Transit

~ Sea and British
U.S. Inland

German States to the U,S. was rated under
the revived Convention of 1853. The German-
Austrian Union postage of 2 silbergroschen
carried the letter to Aachen and had to be
prepaid, here shown as the blue "2" on the
fade . Transatlantic rate of 30¢ was divided:

o¢
2
18
ood
BOG .
COBLENZ
3011 1
CELN

November 29-30. German transit backstamps showing handling
by the Kingdom of Wurttemberg Travelling Post Office (Fahrend
Postamt - struck twice); transit at Stuttgart and travel by the

Coblenz to Coeln railway mail car.

Nov. 30. Letter unpaid except for the
GAU 2 s.g. inland postage. Mail bags were
closed at Aachen for the Prussian Closed
Mail through England, previous to which the
Azachen mark was struck debiting the United
States for the 5¢ Prussiasn Inland.

Dec., 3. R.M.S. America departed Liverpcol Dec. 3. Prussian
Closed Mail bags were routed via London and sent on to Queens-
town for pickup by the Cunard Line where regular scheduled stops

had been initiated only in November 1859.

e (s i Dec. 18. Arrival date of
T 6 U B America at Boston. Unusual
() O\ double stamping here with
DEC \ BOSTON/Ms, backstamp., Prussian
m 18 z Closed Mail rate of 30¢ due as
1859 shown in the Exchange Office

BOSTON Br., PKt, handstamp,




1859 —-60
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U.S. TO WURTEMBERG BY PRUSSIAN CLOSED MAIL
CUNARD LINE R.M.S. Persia

December 20, 1859. An unpaid letter posted at Philadelphia. Tt was there noted in
manuscript as a double letter by Prussian Closed Mail at 30¢ x 2 = 60¢.

December 21. The New York Exchange Office debited Prussia for Sea and British transit
of 18¢ + U.S. Inland 5¢ = 23¢ x 2 = 46¢ (double letter.) R.M.S. Persia of the Cunard
Line departed for Liverpool this same date. The Exchange Office had to specify "Br."
or "Am." Packet as the U.S. settled up with Britain on a bulk basis of 17%¢ per ounce
if by American Packet, 40¢ per ounce if by British.

December 31. Persia arrived at Liverpool. The
PCM bags were sent closed to Aachen where bulk was
broken on January 3, 1860, backstamp.

o Y January 3. The Prussians noted the letter a
\ J double (blue "2") and charged 1 gulden (40¢) +
/ 30 kreuzer (20¢) = 1£30, equivalent to 60¢ U.S.,
shown in blue manuscript. N.B.: 60 kreuzer =
1 gulden. An elaborate explanation of the charge
was made by the recipient on the back of this letter.

**
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| TRANSATLANTIC MAIL
COUNTRIES BEYOND GERMANY via BREMEN PACKET

These covers, United States to Switzerland, illustrate
the elaborate rating and accountancy markings necessary to
get the proper credits, debits, or due charges to every
country or postal system through which the mail passed, in
this open mail via Bremen. These interesting and scarce
AMERICA/UBER BREMEN marks showed how some of the charges
should apply, others by manuscript or handstamps, These:
covers have not yet been researched enough to explain the
complexity of markings shown.

1O@Awmmcc\ ‘1 ]ili

% R BREMEN
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AMERICA 33
UBER e
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1860 !

U.S. TO MECKLENBURG-SCHWERIN VIA HAMBURG
HAMBURG AMERICAN LINE S$.5. Saxohia

g

.‘.’i‘m

June 1, 1860. An unpaid letter posted at
Akron, Ohio to Briiel, Mecklenburg-Schwerin.
The Akron post office marked the letter with
the 15¢ rate to German States (rates as "by
Bavaria") by Bremen or Hamburg Packet, rate
effective July 1857. Letter is endorsed at
upper left: Per Hamburg Steamer.

June 15. This letter was held at New York
for the June 15 departure of the Hapag S.S.
Saxonia. The N.Y. Exchange Office debited
Hamburg for 5¢ U.S. Inland postage.

June 30. Saxonia arrived at Hamburg, she had touched
at Southampton on June 29.

Hamburg arrival backstamps. Mecklen-

I burg-Schwerin was debited for 9 Hamburg

. schillinge, equivalent to the 15¢ 1.S.
ratQa

The recipient was charged 13-3/4
schillinge (Meck.) which included Hamburg
Packet postage plus internal charges,
Hamburg to Mecklenburg.

N.B.: The Mecklenburg schillinge was
somewhat different from that of Hamburg, viz., 1 sgr. =
1.6 schillinge (Meck.) and 1 sgr. = 1.3 schillinge (Hamb.)




186 I

HAMBURG,GERMANY TO U.S. by Prussian Clogsed Maiil

Conatd Line Transatlantic to Boston R.M.S. America

Feb, 6, 1861, Unpaid letter posted at Hamburg "via England",
i.e., by Prussian Closed Mail through Aachen, The German-Austr-

ian Union postage of 2 silbergroschen had to be prepzid to Aachen,
shown as the blue "2" on the cover face,

/’§f§E§>\ Feb. 7. Transit at Aachen where.the Closed

» S\ Mail bags were made up., Aachen credited U.S.

'//:; e By with 5¢ out of the 30¢ rate, made up: Prussian
2 ) | Inland 5¢, Belgian transit 2¢, Sea and British

/ transit 18¢, U.S. Inland 5¢.

<« Bk
\\ggt;;// Feb, 9. R.M.S5,., America departed from
Livernool to Boston on her 84th westbound

trip. The Prussian Closed Mails went aboard
her,

Feb, 24, Arrival date of the America
at Boston., Exchange Office there marked
350¢ due for the Prussian rate and noted
per British Packet.

This mark not listed in Blake,
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TRANSATLANTIC MAIL
BERLIN TO BOSTON BY BREMEN PACKET
NORTH GERMAN LLOYD 5.5. Bremen

Mail from within the German States directed to the U.S. was rated
under the revived Convention of 1853. The rate beyond Bremen (City)
was 15¢. The CGerman-Austrian Union postage of 2 silbergroschen
carried the letter to Bremen and had to be prepaid.

Fadid @
“““%ﬂséwwvﬁ

BERLIN. - /-
STADT}”"E}ST-E].@ VI | BREMEN 0
56 +6-TNm € 6 +7-9M| 70

June 5, 1861. Unpaid letter posted in Berlin and endorsed: via
Bremen. It arrived at that port city on June 6, backstamp. The Ger-
man-Austrian Union postage of 2 silbergroschen was prepaid, shown by
the blue "2" to get the letter from Berlin to Bremen. The fraction
5/10 shows the German-Austrian Union rate of 5 Bremen grote over 10
Bremen grote, the international rate between Bremen and New York.

As 1 grote = 1¢, the total was the 15¢ Bremen Packet rate.

June 9. S.S. Bremen of the North German Lloyd line departed
from Bremen, she touched at Southampton on the 12th.

// / rrr \
_j) ﬁyﬂl June 23. Bremen arrived at New
' =) York, letter processed the next day

as a Bremen Packet Letter, 15¢ due.
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SOJLbOFg1ALWtTiQ to U. S, by Proussian Closed Mai
INMAN LINE S.S.Cihj of Washington

Mail from within the German States to the U.S. was rated under the
revived Convention of 1853. The German-Austrian Union postage of 2
silbergroschen carried a letter to Aachen and had to be prepaid, here
shown by the black "2" on the face. The transatlantic Prussian Closed
Mail rate of 30¢ per %-oz. was divided:

Prussian Inland 5¢ <:; )
Belgian Transit 2 4
Sea and British 18
U.S. Inland . ¢

30¢. i —

July 14, 1861. TLetter posted unpaid at Salzburg,
Austria. An erroneous "3" was deleted in favor of

the correct 2 silbergroschen mark.
7
s a2
B b— i
i (‘!——-— =

=0

MAINZ July 16. Transit backstamp aboard the Mainz to
16 1] Coeln (Cologne) railway mail sorting car.
COELN July 16. Transit at Aachen where the Prussian mail

was closed to go through Belgium and England. U.3. was
debited for 5¢ Prussian Inland. The constant rim break
at 8 o'clock is shown on the Aachen transit stamp.

July 18. Inman Line $.S. City of Washington de-
parted from Liverpool for New York via Queenstown
July 19. Prussian Closed Mail bags had been forward-

ed from London to Queenstown.

July 31. City of Washington arrived

f&\b“ AN at N.Y., mail bulked to Boston. AM. PKT.
(< Avg =) backstamp was used Apr. 11, 1860 to May
\i = 18, 1864.
. /ﬁ Aug. 1. Boston charge mark (B.877)
N 4 ) shows 30¢ Prussian rate. TUsed 1/18/59 -
6.8 11/28262.
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Frankfort am Main to U.S. by Prussian Closed Ma.il
CUNARD LINE R.M.S. Africa

Mail from within the German States to the U.S. was rated under the
revived Convention of 1853. The German-Austrian Union postage of 2
silbergroschen carried the letter to Aachen and had to be prepaid,
here shown as the blue "2" on the face. Transatlantic rate of 30¢
per %-oz. was divided:

Prussian Inland 5¢
Belgian transit 2 4
Sea and British 18
U.S5. Inland )
30¢. 7

AW
July 16, 1861. Letter posted

unpaid at Frankfurt am Main, endorsed: Via La Belgique
et L'Angleterre.

" e

A e e K
e Cin Lo /T2l 2o
17 1 2 PO
Veryvliers 7 Al

July 17.
Transit
backstamp
aboard the
Coeln to
Verviers
railway mail
sorting car.

July 18. Transit at Aachen where the Prussian
Mail was closed to go through England. U.S. was
debited 5¢ for Prussian Inland.

July 20. R.M.S. Africa departed from Liverpool
for New York via Queenstown, July 21. Prussian
Closed Mail bags had been forwarded from London to
Queenstown.

August 1. Africa arrived at New York and the
closed bags sent on to Boston where bulk was
broken and letter received identity at Boston
Aug. 2. 30¢ Prussian Closed Mail rate due.




1863

AUSTRIA TO U.S. by Proussian Closed Malil via E'h.qlc:-."n.d
Cunard Line Transatlantic to Boston R.M.S. Asia

Paid Letter

Mail from within the German-Austrian Union was subject to a
prepaid charge of 2 silbergroschen or equivalent, which took it
to Aachen., From there letters were rated under the revived

Convention of 1853. 10z ok
Prussian Inland 5 ¢ 10 ¢
Belgian Transit 2 L
Sea and British Transit 18 56Tt L6e
U.S. Inland 5 YO i

30 ¢ 60 ¢.
‘\! -

KXBRIEF-FILIALAMT
IN WIEN

9
19
1863

e ——

Dec. 9, 1863. Vienna backstamps (K.K. = Kaiserlich
Konigliches or Imperial and Royal) branch office. Letter paid all
the way in Vienna at 14 neukreutzer:

60¢ double rate
10¢ equivalent to 4 s.g. at .025 US/s.g.

12 n.kt X 005 U-s.-/nok.
2 Il.k. X ¢O5 U.Sl/nlkl
14 = (shown in red).

The 2 neukreutzer, equivalent to 4 silbergroschen, was retained for
the GAU postage, Vienna to Aachen., FRANCO = PAID. Prussia also
retained 14¢ out of the transatlantic rate,.

Dec. 11. Transit at Aachen. Mail stamped with

‘S?P\Il) the dumb "AACHEN PAID Cts." mark. Credit to U.S.
| — of double rate sea + U.S. Inland of 46¢ (see above)
_/Lf\gi’\:"\ shown in ink. U.S. settled up with British Packet.
[ ¥/ N2\ R.M.S. Asia, Cunard, departed Liverpool Dec. 12,
( ( I | touched at Queenstown Dec. 13, and arrived at
o\ 12 i/ Boston Dec. 2k,
T



1863 -64

I"v-»—o'o
ado ) a=ale

AUSTRIA TO U.S. VIA PRUSSIAN CLOSED MAIL
CUNARD LINE R.M.S. Scotia

Depreci ated Courre ney

Mail from within the German States to the U.S. was rated under the
revived Convention of 1853. The German-Austrian Union postage of 2
silbergroschen carried a letter to Aachen and had to be prepaid, here
shown as the blue "2" in pen on the face. Transatlantic rate of 30¢
per %-oz. was divided:

Prussian Inland 5¢
Belgian Transit 2 . 5
Sea and British 18 . T
U.S5. Inland 5 ' I

30¢.

December 30, 1863. An unpaid letter posted at
Vienna, Austria. The 2 silbergroschen German-
Austrian Union transit postage was prepaid.

- e ;o = *
%‘«r i firr T Dnernf, “%”*/ﬁ’” &t
' /

e

January 1, 1864. Letter in transit at the Aachen Exchange 0ffice,
where the transit stamp debited the U.S. for 5¢ Prussian Inland
postage. Closed mail bags went from Aachen to Britain. This Aachen
transit stamp exhibits a constant rim break at 8 o'clock.

January 2. R.M.S. Scotia of the Cunard Line departed from Liver-
pool, picked up the Prussian Closed Mail at Queenstown January 3.

January 14. Scotia landed at New York. The
Boston mails went by closed bag to Boston where
bulk was broken January 15. Prussian rate of 30¢
was due in gold or, as converted by the day's ratio
of 1.50, at 45¢ in U.S. NOTES (depreciated paper
currency. This particular conversion (30/45) is not
listed by Blake, but is similar to other ratios (see

b. pie B. 927.)




1857

TRANSATLANTIC MAIL
U.S. TO DENMARK ' Closed Mail via England

There is much evidence that mail to countries "beyond Germany"
at this period were handled free of charges beyond the German
States borders when these countries were contiguous. This cover
rated at the Closed Mail rate of 30¢ bears no evidence of any
other charges, either due from Denmark or to be collected from
the recipient. '

f,"'" J L .;-"LT

| &30 3
| \PAID?Y
June 5, 1857. Cover posted June 30, Transit at New
at San Francisco and prepaid York "PAID", 7%¢ credit to
30¢, the c¢losed mail rate to Britain and Germany with the
, Denmark. U.S. retaining 23¢.
| AACHEN 14/7
FRANCO. |

July 14, Bulk mail broken

at Aachen and letter date July 15: St.P.A.
stamped, FRANCO = PAID. = Stadt Post Amt or July 15. Hamburg
State Post Ofrfice. transit backstamp.

L)
_—n
-

2o Lrevsal Backstamp,



A 1864

PACKET. LETTERS
TRANSATLANTIC MAI(L
BRITISH PACKETS-PRUSSLAN CLOSED MAIL
~_The 1852 U.S. - Prussian Postal Convention agreed on a

iqtal rate of 30¢ Eer 0z., 60¢ per 1 oz., etc. This cover
rated as a double letter (1 o0z.) at 60¢ coin or $1.11 in

depreciated currency. -

CHp
BREMEN 09 P 3
219%6-7 / ]- 1 1
i \ G
Sept. 21, 1864. N0 &%/ '
Bremen receipt d Depreciated
stamp. Sept. 22, Oct. 5. N.¥Y. currency rating in

Aachen transit. Exchange O0Off. U.S. Notes.
10¢ is Prussian 60¢ due in coin.
share, :

DEPRECIATED CURRENCY: RATING PROCEEDURE

Letters were rated on the basis of the day's prices of gold in
greenbacks times the Gold Value of a Dollar's worth of Silver Sub-

gidiary Coins. Thus the example above:

60¢ due in coin x 1911 (price of 7old in Greenbacks)
X 967 (Gold Value of Silver) = $1.11 due from recipient.

. R.ML.S. Chinal. Dep. L'pool. 24 Sept. 1864
_Arr. N.York 3. 0@et ¢

U.S. NOTES
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PACKET LETTERS
. TRANSATLANTIC MAIL
BRITISH PACKETS - PRUSSIAN CLOSED MAIL

On 17th July 1852 a Postal Convention was signed with
Prussia and went into effect 10th Oct. 1852. By this, postage
rates were settled as: '

U.S. postage not over 30z. 5 cents
Closed mail expenses, sea postage,
British & Belgian transit charges 20 cents

Prussian postage _5 cents
: Total 30 cents

over #oz. but not more than loz. 60 "

Over loz. 120 "

BREMEN 3CHE, U.S.NOTES
93 19561 (¥ a9 ) 28
A% 125
Dec. 28, 1863. 7
-k Pos‘izd at’ Bremen. ~J0 e L
& Dec. 29, 1863, Jan. 13, 1864. Depreciated

The Aachen Exchange ., N.Y. Exchange currency rate
Office handled the closed mail Office., Stamped of $1.28 ‘

by Am. and Brit. Packets via England. double letter. in U.S5. notes.
10 ¢ refers ‘to Prussian share of rate. 60 ¢ gold.
Tty By B ol | = e The TAG 0350
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186 4

TRANSATLANTIC MAIL

STUTTGART TO NEW HAVEN BY PRUSSIAN CLOSED MAIL

R.M.S. Sidomn Deprecia‘fcd Curre‘nCU}
Rates per %-oz. under the revived Convention of 1853:
U.S. Inland 5¢
Sea and British transit 18
Belgian transit 2
Prussian Inland 5
50¢.

Sept. 3,
posted with transatlan-
tic postage unpaid at
. Wartemberg
(capitol city). The
German-Austrian Union
postage of two silber-
groschen had to be pre-
paid to get letter to
Aachen, the Exchange

Stuttgart,

1864. Letter

¥

Office for the Prussian

Closed mail (letter en- !

dorsed "Via Aachen"), shown as a blue manuscript "2'"., At base of the
cds is a time code 8-11 Nachmittag (afternoon = P.M.),

MAINZ
A0+ B
COELN
Sept. 3. Kingdom of Sept, 4. Letter Sept. 5., Prussian Closed
Wurtemberg railroad then travelled on Mails through England were
post office transit the rail sorting made up at Aachen, This
backstamp. car Mainz to Coeln mark debits U.S. for Prus-

(Cologne) back- sian Inland.

Sept. 6. R.M.S. Sidon departed from L'pool for N.Y, via Q'town.

Sept. 23, Sidon, Capt. Martyn, arrived this date at
N.Y. This was an unusually long trip as she put into

6b¢ in depreciated paper U.S. notes. (See TAG 040.0 for

double rated letter also on the Sept. 23 arrival of Sidon.)

A G

Halifax with cargo Sept. 19, making a totzl passage of 17
days. Rated 30¢ Prussian Closed Mail rate in hard money or



(1864

<.
PACKET LETTERS
TRANSATLANTIC MAIL
BRITISH PACKETS-PRUSSIAN CLOSED MAIL
N
BREVEN Ly
% 3 *11-12 [ [ 5 \ \., '$ SEP %
\ K 9 £ ‘ %9 4_-"
Sept. 4, 1864. \Jp s’ \_60
Bremen receipt mark. NOCA2 | gt |
Sept. 5, 1864. Sept. 23, 1864
Aachen Transit New York Exchange
Exchange Office Office stamped as
double letter.
U.S.NOTES )
: RMS Sidon ,Martyn, departed
1 3 2 Liverpool Sept.6,1864.
. Put into Halifax with
L cargo Sept. 19.
Rated as double letter, grriyed B.Y. SeRt-23

60¢ gold or $1.32 due in
U.8. paper currency.



this was corrected

pp—— e e e e T e e —

18655

BALTIMORE TO BREMEN BY PRUSSIAN CLOSED MAIL
RM.S. Java | ' British Packet from N.York.

Rates per #-oz. under the revived Convention of 1853:

U.S. Inland - 5¢ )

Sea and British transit 18 )

Belgian transit i

Prussian Inland I ] DL S
: E: I I T T

= 25¢.

24+ 30

Nov. 14, 1865. Un-
paid letter at Balt-
imore. Originally
struck with the "a2u"
(rate to England),

by overstriking
with "30" for the
rate to Germany by

Prussian Closed Mail Nov. 15. Transit at New York, from which

as noted in manuscript. port the R.M.S. Java departed on Nov. 15 for

Liverpool via Queenstown, The "23" in the
Exchange Office date stamp debited Prussia for the
5¢ U.S. Inland + 18¢ Sea and British transit. The
mark had to state British or American Packet because
the U.S. settled up with Britain on a bulk basis of
40¢ per oz. for Prussian Closed Mail by British Pkt.
and 17%¢ per oz, for American Pkt. Prussian Closed
mail transit through England. Prussia retained the
2¢ Belgian transit + 5¢ Prussian Inland.

Nov. 28. Java arrived at Liverpool.

KNov. 30. Bulk was broken at Aachen, Germany
and the Prussian Closed Mail dispersed from this
Exchange Office to destinations in the German-
Austrian Union or points beyond if so addressed.

‘Rate was collected at Bremen, shown in Bremen
grote, 1 grote equivalent to .0104 $ U.S., hence
29 grote x .0104 §/grote = 0,3016, the closest
equivalent to 30¢ U.S.

—?'__.l - OF

O

ey




- the Dutchy of Oldenhurg ‘about 40 miles south of the. city of- Oidan-
~ burg. It was paid at the Bremen Treaty rate for Oldenhurg ori5F T
silbergroschen which at 2.4¢/s. «8. = 13¢ U.S, equivalent, and 80T
=”_narkad in red, Paid 1etters frqm Oldenhurs;ai the 13¢ rate are rare.

g restatad in Brehﬂh""srote at Dlmfgrote. equivalent t

.'? steamer Bregeg fnam Bremerhaven. ,";jﬂm

hnf&ﬁﬁéyé,tiééé. Letter paid at Damme 1n the southernmost part of

U Jung 8. Better in transit

v/’ IZZZJ- . at the Bremen City Post Office

?!whare the clerk wrnte dh“ over

/CZ jx ]fI) ‘the 5% to show "43",. o
(__A )7‘ 1nter?atignal portibn of bk

8 g. 10¢ '.I

'Thi'?amount was

- first as the red 1 aﬁhscript “10“ which resemh
haadstamp R&IE IO ok 3

Jume 11, Approximate nailins aate of the N

ddeutscher Lloyd

_ June 27. Tramsit PAID BREM qu:.5 it iew Iork.
'?myﬂ-~-Thia is a very scarce handstamp, this being the
et ;-vnly recorded example.-;a :

- Y nggas ﬁrrival h.Y Junauas;'atsamer
-fmmwBrausn (Brem.), VWessels, Bremen via- Southampton
f:luth iﬂst _t””“elpcke,”Kautgen & Reichalt.iwwm;ijé;

7AGC 0430




1866

F— S

U.S. TO HANNOVER BY PRUSSIAN CLOSED MAIL
CUNARD LINE R.M.S. Australasian

e s

CI !/y\\ March 31, 1866. An unpaid double rate letter to

> 1?\ Hannover (Hanover), Germany at the Prussian Closed
E: Iﬂ§{3 :ﬂ} Mail rate. The Cincinnati post office did not mark
3

any postage due amount.

0. April 4. Transit at New York, where the Exchange
Office debited Prussia as if this was a paid letter
at 28¢ per %-0z. x 2 = 56¢ less 5¢ x 2 = 10¢ the
Prussian retained amount, net 46¢, shown in the N.Y.
handstamp. Actual unpaid rate was 30¢/%-o0z.

April 4. R.M.S. Australasia of the Cunard Line
departed from New York, she arrived at Queenstown
April 13 with the closed bags for Germany.

/’ijHT\ April 15. Bulk was broken
HANNOVER D=5\ at Aachen, with transit onward
16 4 (/ 1 \\13 on the Hannover - Emden T.P.0.,
jipﬂll?gff Kj\"q'/—rw backstamps. The arrival back-
- stamp at Osnabrueck is mis-
dated.

Prussia correctly charged this
letter as a double one at 13
silbergroschen x 2 = 26 sgr., the
unpaid rate. The paid rate was 12
sSgr.
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U.S. TGO OLDENBURG BY BREMEN PACKET
(3¢ Rate, effective Auqust 1853 to Jo_rluo.r\j 1868

NORTH GERMAN LLOYD S5.S. Union
- )
.'r. E

=]
(=
2
_E—
£z
oA
B3
=

if not delivered within 10 days.

Return te WM, H. RUMPF,

|
]
|
|
|

August 31, 1867. A letter directed "Per Bremen Steamer" paid st
Dubuque, Towa at the 13¢ rate to Oldenburg, rate effective from
August 1853 to January 186B. Payment is by the 10¢ Tssue of 1861
on the 3¢ envelope Issue of 1864.

September 3. Transit PAID ALL/DIRECT mark at New York.

September 5. S.S. Union of the North German Lloyd Line, the
"Bremen Packet" departed from New York.

September 17. Union arrived at Bremen.
FRANCO (PAID) handstamp arrival mark at
Bremen and Ausgabe or delivery bhackstamp.

No further accountancies between the U.S.
and Oldenburg or Prussia appear.




: ‘the. prapa.ma e
g I;y t;he__,?.!r'aid...‘thi:amen
Via- Bmmem P Danﬂsah.tar
E&:Pm ° i

vackstany at Bremed.
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BREMEN TO U SgT Closed. Mail to London via Ostende
COLLINS LINE U S Malf S‘r.ecamsh.tp Po.clflc: -

@ @/j% S May 25, 1851. Letter paid 40 grote in cash
,mmu.éy L, 7l e7(C at Bremen, equivalent to about 42¢ U.S. As all
ment was shown. It was directionally endorsed
in manuseript, "p. U.S. Mail Packet Pacific from L'pool" and, "Via
Ostend," the closed mail route to Britain (Anglo-Prussian Tréaty i
of 1846.) Letter was postmarked at the Stadt Post Amt (State Post
- Office) at Bremen and also marked with the handstamp "By U. St. Mail."
The latter is a scarce mark. st
5 Y R e marked the lettef with a debit of
AL 7 il 10d. (20¢) to Bremen, made up 6d. for British
By S PRIRY W ~ transit (per #-o0z.) and 2d. x 2 for Belgian

_-?; VT ST ; _transit the latter determined on 3=02. basis;
7 :szi) ~ Britain also credited U.S. with 16¢ for trans-
i ol

A ?'f“ i This is a very early usage of this credit.

| M&Y 27. Transit at London. U.S.M.S, Pacific of =
the Collins Line departed from Liverpool May 28.

June 7, 1851. New York receipt handstamp agrees
with the recorded arrival date of Pacific, Capt Nye,
‘at New York.

5¢ U.S. postage due from recipient at
New Orleans on British mails paid to the
U.S. border only. _ _

accounting was done by Britain, no Bremen. pay=- ot

‘atlankic as sender had specified by U:iS. Mai;. !




1853
BREMEN TO U.S. BY PRUSSIAN CLOSED MAIL
Via Aachen,Steamer to Ostende and Liverpool
~ R.M.S. Europo. 36 th Ovtbound Voyage

&)



1853

eREMEN'To_;_“‘f:s BY PRUSSIAN CLOSED MAH_
Via Ao.ch.c-:n Steam.ev u:o_ Oste'n.d CJ.'h.d. vaer})ooi

R M.S. _EuerQ Jetk - Outbound §

May 154 Lettﬁer entsreﬂ post at Brexen (ST P
Ant or State Post Office.)

‘ Leett:er went ovar-
¥ Colagne) to
OP 0.‘ "‘.

TAt-0 (g =
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