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Ship-of-the - Line Washington at Port Mahon

Sloop-of -War Ontario . Port Mahon +o Annapolfs

The Washington, a 74 gun ship-of-the-line was authorized by Congress
on January 2, 1813 and was laid down in May of that year at Portsmouth N.H.
Navy Yard, launched October 1, 1814, commissioned August 26, 1815. She was
750 tons, 190'-10" long, keam 541'-7%", draft 24'-4", complement 750, armament
74 guns.

Washington sailed for Boston on December 2, 1815. In the spring of 1816
the ship-of-the-line shifted to Annapolis, Md., later, with William Pinckney
and his suite on board sailed June 8 for the Mediterranean. Washington
arrived at Gibraltar on July 2, then on to Naples with Pinckney to negotiate
and adjust ‘the claims of American merchants against the Neopolitan auth-
orities.

For the next two years the ship-of-the-line operated in the Mediterranean
as flagship of the American squadron, providing a display of force to en-
courage the Barbary states to respect American commerce. This was her
mission when this letter was written at Port Mahon in the Baleric TIslands.
the U.S. Navy port in the Mediterranean.

The writer of this letter, purser Thomas J. Chew, was ordered from
Sacketts Harbor on August 16, 1814, to Portsmouth, N.H. and hence to the
Washington on March 1, 1815. < Thus, he was aboard the ship-of-the-line
hefore she was commissioned on August 26, 1815. On March 5, 1819, Chew
was ordered back to New York.
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Ship—o{ -the - Line Washington at Port Mahon
Sloop-of-War Ontario, Port Mahon o Annapol:s

January 19, 1817. Letter, written by purser Thomas J. Chew, is
headed at Port Mahon, and endorsed on the face: pr. Major Hall.

Chew's letter says, inter alia, "I wrote you a few days since
my beloved wife by the Java and sent you by Fitzgerald a cup...
Tomorrow the Ontario expects to sail, by Major Hall who goes on her
I forward this..."

January 20. The U.S. Sloop-of-War Ontario, 16 guns, departed
from Port Mahon for the U.S. after a distinguished career as part
of Stephen Decatur's squadron sent to put a stop to the piracy of
the Barbary states of Tripoli and Algiers.
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March 17, 1817. The Ontario touched at Annapolis en route to New
York. This letter went ashore at Annapolis where it was rated, Act of
1816, single letter, zone rate of 150 to 400 miles of 18%¢ + 2¢ Ship
Letter fee = 20%¢ due, shown in manuscript.
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U.S. Sloop-of-War Falmouth

Falmouth was launched November 3, 1827, by Boston Navy Yard, and
declared ready for sea January 19, 1828. 703 ton, 127' x 33'-9"
beam, draft 16'. Armament four 8" and 16 32-pdrs. Complement 190.

Between 1828 and 1840, Falmouth made two cruises in the West
Indies and the Gulf of Mexico, and two in the Pacific.

August 4, 1830. This letter was written by Lieut. Henry Pinkney
while Falmouth was berthed at Staten Island, N.Y. He notes that
they have just returned from Pensacola, St. Jago de Cuba, Carthegena
and Havana, which later port they departed on July 23.
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BAugust 7. Letter posted unpaid at New York. It was rated, Act
of 1825, for a single letter 150-400 miles at 18-3/4¢ due.

August 10. A docket notes "ANSWERED" indicates arrival at least
by that date at Carlisle, Pa.
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U.S. frigate Constellation at Havana

Barque Langdon Cheves, Havana to Charleston, S.C.
15 1

February 2, 1826. A personal letter written by Lt. Chas. Wayne,
Asst. Surgeon, aboard the U.S.F. Constellation at Havana (heading
is noted "Havanne"). He included a second letter for the addressee,
Francis James, to deliver in person. He also says, inter alia, "If
you write to Pensacola within the dates of this letter, I will be
able to receive it, if not, I expect we will sail before it arrives."
Letter is endorsed: Per Langdon Cheves/ Baker master.

In 1826 Constellation was in the West India Squadron and in 1827
acted briefly as flagship. Her mission was twofold, to eradicate
the last of the pirates and the interception of slavers operating
in the area.

'__ NIRRT - T A —— War.r

e N.Y. Shipping List & Price Current.
V=) February 22, 1826. Arrived at Charles-
Ay ) : ' ton February 10: Barque Langdon Cheves,
J CH TP Baker...Havana.

\ Letter rated, Act of 1825, letter
o over 400 miles at 25¢ x 2 (double a/c
enclosures) = 50¢ + 2¢ Ship Letter
charge = 52¢ due.

30mm. date stamp, serif letters, raised N in CHALSN, red, used
1818-35. 22 x 5mm. SHIP.
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U.S. Schooner Porpoise at Pensacola

s 5. Sloop-o¥-qu St.Lovis at Pensacola

The first Porpoise, a 177 ton topsail schooner was built in 1820 at the Portsmouth Navy
Yard, N.H. Schooners Alligator, Dolphin and Shark were her sister ships. She first cruis-
ed in the West Tndies in 1821-23, hunting pirates. She cruised the West African coast in
1824-25 in the suppression of the slave trade. Porpoise cruised the Mediterranean from
1826 until 1830, after which she was assigned to the West Indies. TIn 1833 she was wrecked
on a reef off Point Lizardo. This vessel should not be confused with the second Porpoise,
a hermaphrodite brig launched in May 1836.

Sloop-of-War St. Louis, 700 tons, was launched August 18, 1828 at the Philadelphia Navy
Yard. After a varied career on the West Coast of South America with the Pacific Squadron,
she was laid up in ordinary until September 1832, when she departed New York Octcber 12 to
base at Pensacola, Florida as a unit of the West Tndies Squadron, where she was when this
letter was written
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May 10, 1833. This letter of commendation was written by Surgeon
Augustus A. Adee aboard the St. Louis to a brother surgeon, Dr. Jno.
A. Lockwood aboard the U.S. Schooner Porpoise, while both vessels were
at Pensacola. Letter is headed: U.S. Ship St. Louis/ Pensacola Bay.

The writer, A.A. Adee, later became Surgeon of the Fleet for the
Sguadron on the Coast of Brazil. This collection contains a letter
from Fleet Surgeon Adee to his wife while he was aboard the U.S. Frigate
Potomac at Rio de Janeiro in November 1841.

Fleet Surgeon Adee died February 22, 1844 at New York.

This letter was delivered by hand within the Naval Base at Pensacola.
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U.S. Sloop-of-War Fairfield
En route to the Pacific Sq_uqdron.
Ship Martha,Rio de Janeiro to New York

The sloop-of-war Fairfield was launched June 28, 1828 at the New
York Navy Yard, and put to sea August 20, 1828. She was first assigned
to Port Mahon in the Bal%ic Islands and cruised the Mediterranean until
returning to Hampton Roads May 5, 1831.

On May 30, 1833, Fairfield sailed from New York for duty in the Pacific
Squadron, arriving at Valpairaso, Chile Sept. 25. During this cruise she
supervised the disarmament of a group of ships belonging to an Equadorian
revoluntionary force after American mediations had ended a civil war.
Fairfield sailed for Norfolk Sept. 26, 1835, arriving at Hampton Roads
December 1.

July 27, 1833. Letter headed: U.S.S. Fairfield, Rio de Janeiro. A
letter from Samuel Lockwood to his father Thomas Lockwood, the postmaster
at Fallsburgh, N.Y. The Fairfield was outbound to the Pacific Squadron.
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N.Y. Shipping and Commercial List. Arrived N.Y. Sept.

Tl 18, Ship Martha, Hussey...Rio Janeiro. Letter was rated
= at 6¢ as a Ship Letter addressed to the port of arrival.

= The N.Y. post office did not add the 2¢ Ship Letter
4 charge, probably due to confusion with the address.
Fallsburgh is 97 miles from New York City.
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U.S. Frigate Brandywine inbound to Hampton Roads

June 2, 1834. Letter headed: U.S. Frigate Brandywine off Cape
Henry.

Cape Henry in S.E. Virginia is a promontory on the South side of
the entrance to Chesapeake Bay, opposite Cape Charles, 17 miles east

of Norfolk. When this letter was written, the Brandywine was inbound
to the navy yard at Hampton Roads, where she arrived June 4.
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31 mm. date stamp, serif letters, Va., red. 22.5 x 4 mm. SHIP.

The ship's mail from the Brandywine was handed into the post office
at Norfolk when the ship arrived on June 4. This letter was rated at
the Act of 1825 zone rate, single letter conveyed 150 to 400 miles,
Norfolk to Washington, at 18-3/4¢ + 2¢ Ship Letter charge = 20-3/4¢
due, shown in red manuscript.
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U.S. Frigate Brandywine
Callao Bay, April 23, 1835.

My Dear Mother,

A vessel is now lying off the harbor & it is rumored that is is
bound for Panama, an opportunity which I cannot let pass, although
there is some uncertainty whether it will be received. We have been
lying here since January, but expect to sail for Payta (which is a
few hundred miles to the leward (?)) in a few weeks, The political
commotions of the Country here have been so frequent & attended
with so much risque (sic) to the foreign residents - their lives and
property that it has become necessary to remain here as the presence
of a Man of War may prevent and farther aggressions. A few days since
I received a letter from Mr. Woodbury & one from Cousin William Cogs-
well. Mr. Woodbury enclosed a paper containing Lucy's marriage - &
Cousin William wrote that he was present. These were the only letters
that I received with the exception of one from Rich just before we
sailed, I wrote Mr, Hale a few days since by Captain Horn, which will
not be received probably till after this, & wrote Lucy about the middle
of March. There is a probability of my being in the United States some
time in December on the U.S. Ship Fairfield. Will leave here in August
& I have made application to return in her. My health is remarkably
good., Out of 500 individuals, officers & men, there are only 6 or 7
sick & those only slightly indisposed., It is very unusual to have so
healthy a ship. I have seen within a few days the deaths of two intimate
friends, Lt. Eastman & Charles W, Uppam, I was prepared to hear of the
latter as he was seriously indisposed, but was surprised to hear of
Eastman's death. When at West Point he used to complain slightly of
his lungs being affected & Was fearful that he would not live long -
but he always appeared robust & hearty & his friends were rather dis-
posed to laugh at him as his personal appearance indicated such good
health. The only question of deep interest connected with such events
is not when we die but how. We may (be sure) the only uncertainty of
death is its day -~ thus, as to-morrow, the time must come, During my
sickness at West Point Eastman and Mr. Duffee were my constant atten-
dants, they have now passed that bourne whence none returns.

My love to Lucy & Mr. Hale.

Your affectionate Son,
Thos. R. Lambert.
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U, S. Sloop*of—Wo.r Vincennes
Letter Sin.qu-Ore to Norfolk, Va.

Vincennes completed 2nd Global Circumno_vigaﬂoa

Vincennes, 700 tons, 127' x 33'-9", draft 16'-6"; complement 80,
armament 18 guns. Launched April 27, 1826 at New York.

During her 41 years of service in both peace and war, Vincennes
compiled an outstanding record of unprecedented achievements in
polar exploration, global cartography, and commercial expansion and
protection. Her career paralleled that of the young, expanding, and
confident American nation, and began with her departure from New York
on September 3, 1826.

Accompanied hy the U.S5.S. Brandywine, Vincennes rounded Cape Horn,
went on to the Society then the Sandwich (Hawaiian) Islands, thence
to Macao, the Philipines, across the Indian Ocean to Capetown, South
Africa. She returned to New York via St. Helena on June 8, 1830 to
become the first American naval vessel to circumnavigate to globe.

After being decommissioned at New York on June 10, 1830, she
underwent extensive repairs, she then went to the West Indies after
which she again went for an extensive overhaul at Portsmouth, N.H.
and placed back in service June 1, 1833.

Vincennes departed Portsmouth in the autumn of 1833 for her second
Pacific cruise. ©She rounded Cape Horn early in 1834, with orders to
visit the Fiji and Palau Islands, China and Sumatra and to search for
shipwrecked and stranded American seawmen. Following a more southerly
route westward from South America than that taken previously hy any
American vessel, Vincennes hecame the first American warship to call
at Guam. She arrived at Singapore on January 25, 1836 (where this
letter went ahoard), passed through the Straits of Malacca, and called
at Quallah Battu on the west coast of Sumatra on February 15. Continu-
ing westward, Vincennes provisioned and watered at Capetown and St.
Helena and stoced into Hampton Roads, Va. on June 5, 1836 to complete
her second circumnavigation of the globhe.

She later (1838-42) sailed as flagship for Tt. Charles Wilkes'
United States South Sea Surveying and Exploring Expedition to the
Antarctic and South Pacific. This nearly four year cruise with naval
and civilian scientists is a story unto itself.

After a very varied career including action in the Civil War,
Vincennes was sold at public auction at Boston on Octoher 5, 1867.
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U.S. Sloop-of=-War Vincennes

Letter Sin.qc:upore to Norfollf,Va

Vincennes r_om.plei'ed 2nd Global C.irc,umno_uiqo.Jr.'On

January 5, 1836. A letter datelined at Singapore and headed: p.
U.S. Vincennes. It is also endorsed on the face: p. U.S. Ship Vin-
cennes. The Vincennes was at this time homeward bound on her 2nd
global circumnavigation. After rounding Cape Horn early in 1834, she
visited visited many Pacific Islands, and was the first American war-
ship to call at Guam. She arrived at Singapore on January 25, 1836,
where this letter went aboard. It is very unusual to find civilian
letters endorsed to U.S. naval vessels as is this one.
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; June 5, 1836. Vincennes arrived at Hampton
Roads nearly 2% years after leaving Portsmouth
early in 1834.

June 8. This letter was handed to the postmaster

\ £- ' i at Norfolk, Va. Letter was rated, Act of 1825, for

a single letter over 400 miles, Norfolk to Providence,
R.I. at 25¢ + 2¢ Ship Letter charge = 27¢ due, shown
in manuscript.

The letter is from J. Balestier at Singapore,
~ a forwarding agent and ship broker, concerning
the refitting of one of Brown & Ives' ships.
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U.S. Surveying Schooner Jersey
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June 4, 1836. A letter written at Perth Amboy, New Jersey. The
writer, Franklin Clinton, is writing to his friend Dr. Jonathan
Folby of the U.S. Navy upbraiding him for not writing, and advising
him that Allen McLane has been ordered to the Frigate United States.

June 5. Letter posted at Amboy, unpaid. Rate, Act of 1825, was

for a single letter conveyed 150 to 400 miles, Amboy to Washington,
D.C. at 18-3/4¢ due.

It is interesting to note that Admiral John Rodgers, in 1836 a

passed Midshipman, served a hitch of 6 months on the Jersey in
1836.

N.B.: A passed Midshipman is one who has passed all the tests
for Lieutenant, but must await an opening before he can be appointed.

In this era such an appointment may be years before it becomes
available.
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BLACK BALL LINE or OLD LINE
Packet Ship Evurope Liverpool to New York

Seaman drowned off the U.S. Revenoe Cotter Dexter

January 18, 1841. A mourning letter headed at Bristol, England
from Elizabeth Ryland to the U.S. Secretary of the Navy asking how
to obtain the effects of her son George, a seaman aboard the U.S.
Revenue Cutter Dexter who was drowned February 20, 1840, after
accidentally falling overboard. As the revenue cutter was under the
Treasury Department, the Secretary of the Navy referred her to the
Secretary of the Treasury.
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Janvary 18. Letter paid A
at Bristol at one shilling, £ g
the Packet Ietter rate. [ SHIPY
It was endorsed: By first - e
Ship from Liverpool. Y \ /

January 19. Liverpool
Ship Tetter backstamp. "\
The letter went out on /%, P ’
the Black Ball Line ship PR

Europe. WA 1. ¥R T

T N.Y. Shipping List and Price Current. Arrived at
s O N\ New York March 2, 1841. Ship Europe, Marshall....
? Liverpool.

This letter was erroneously rated at 6¢ for a Ship
/ Letter addressed to the port of entry. Tt should have
5 i been rated for a letter 150-400 miles, Act of 1825, at
3 18-3/4¢ + 2¢ Ship Letter charge = 20-3/4¢ due.




1837 : _ SHIP: LETTERS
SYRA,GREECE TO DOVER,N.H. VIA MARSEILLES &N.Y.
[ LIGNE DU LEVANT, Paciuebo‘r Eurotas, Syra to Marseilles
Ship Georges, Capt Sill, Marseilles to New YorK

Letter from U.S.Friqa‘l‘e Constitution in the Mediterranean
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United States Razee or Frigate INpepENDENCE, at Anchor,



1838—39 e

) .a:;e ‘John B,

MBE‘-GG- i

. ?th ﬁ 18 D

TVQ-

?ﬂasela f -Qn g 0

eiro arr

"111ps, no ddubf ?hm”mm.m

e1ling togethes,

ffﬁﬁi""g‘ﬁ'ﬁﬁf'T'G'ttﬁt‘ Y‘&tﬁ

- single letter,

0. milaa a}




o

i ca. 1889

v

U.S.Receiving Ship | ndependence

AT Mare lsland No.u;; Yard ,
California
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Use of the Navy Department ‘J s
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U.S. Receiving Ship Independence at Mare Island,California

Pe na.l 1\.’ clause handsta mp

The Independence was the first ship-of-the-line commissioned in the
U.S. Navy, launched 22 June 1814 at the Boston Navy Yard. She immediate-
1y took on guns, and was stationed with the frigate Constitution to
protect the approaches to Boston Harbor. She led her squadron from Bos-
ton 3 July 1815, to deal with piratical acts of the Barbary Powers
against American merchant commerce.

She returned to Newport 15 November 1815, and was the flagship of
Commodore Bainbridge at Boston until 29 November 1819, then flagship
of Commodore John Shaw until placed in ordinary in 1822.

In 1836 she was razed or cut down to one covered fighting deck with
poop and forecastle. She became a frigate known as a "razee". She had
a varied career including during the Mexican War as flagship of Commod-
ore William B. Shubrick, commanding the Pacific Squadron. After much
service in the Pacific, she entered Mare Island Navy Yard 2 October
1857. She served as a receiving ship there until decommissioned 3
November 1912. Her name was struck from the Navy List 3 September 1913.
The sturdy veteran of the days of wooden ships and iron men had survived
more than a century, 98 years of which were serving the U.S. Navy.

This envelope, which bears the U.S.R.S. "INDEPENDENCE" penalty hand-
stamp was posted as interoffice correspondence at the Mare Island Navy
Yard, California. The addressee, Lt. William Eldridge Sewell, was
assigned to the Mare Island Navigation Office on 22 July 1887. On 24
March 1891, he was detached to the U.S. Lancaster. Addressed to Lt.
Sewell, this letter was used during his tour of duty at Mare Island.
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Baltimore at Havre. It

! | (839

HAVRE -SECOND LINE
Packet Sh.ip Baltimore Boyd & HincKken
U.S. Ship -of-the Line Ohio at Marselles

Designed by Henry Eckford, Ohio was laid down at New York Navy Yard in 1817 and
launched 30 May 1820. She went into ordinary (mothballed) and in the ensuing years
decayed badly. Refitted for service in 1838, Ohio sailed 16 October 1838 to join
the Mediterranean Squadron under Commodore Issac Hull. Acting as flagship for two
years, she protected commerce and supressed the slave trade off the African coast.
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Mar. 29, 1838 (sic). T A
Ietter datelined at -

Locust Woods and di-
rected to the for-
warding agent Gilpin's
Exchange Reading Room
and Foreign Letter
Office. They endors-

ed it: p. Baltimore.

_ N.Y. Journal of
Commerce. PORT OF

NEW YORK, April 1,
1839. CLEARED, Packet
Ship Baltimore, Funk,
Havre, Boyd & Heniken.

May 5. Arrival of
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was handled as a Ship
Letter, Outre-Mer
"overseas." Letter
routed through Paris

May 6, backstamp, rate

of 18 decimes due, French,
Ship Ietter charge plus
inland postage.
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A view of the Ship-of-the-Line Ohio off Boston Navy Yard in
the 1870's while serving as a receiving ship.

Ohio was laid down at New York Navy Yard- in'1817 and launched
May 30, 1830. Her tonnage was 2724 tons, length 197', beam 53'.
She went into ordinary and in the ensuing years decayed badly.
Refitted for service in 1838, Ohio sailed October 16, 1838 to
join the Mediterranean Sguadron. Acting as flagship for 2 years,
she protected commerce and suppressed the slave trade off the
African coast. 1In 1840 Ohio returned to Boston where she again
went into ordinary. From 1841 to 1846 she served as a receiving
ship.

She was recommissioned December 7, 1846 and sailed January
4, 1847, for the Gulf of Mexico to meet the Navy's needs of the
Mexican War.

A. White photo.
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GREAT FIGHTING SHIP
OFTHE /5 () STATES

U.8.8. OHIO

The U.8.S. Qhio was the first of a new class of ship-of-the-
line designed by William Doughty and built by Henry
Eckford, then America's foremost naval design and con-
struction team. She was launched on 30 May 1820 and was
unanimously proclaimed one of the most splendid ships in
the U.S. Navy. However, due to economic measures she
was mothballed until 1837. After extensive refitting the
U.S.S. Ohio received her commission on 11 October 1838
with Captain Joseph Smith commanding. On 16 October
1838, she sailed to join the Mediterranean Squadron under
Commodore Issac Hull, acting as his flag ship. For two
years she protected America’s commercial interests and

Original painting by Charles Lundgren

suppressed the slave trade off the African coast. U.5.5.
Ohio proved to be an excellent sailing vessel easily runnin,
at twelve knots while “possessing in so great a degree aﬁ
of the qualitifications of a perfect vessel.” U.S.8. Ohio's
most historic moment came during the Mexican War. On
27 March 1847 she arrived off the coast of Vera Cruz and
unloaded ten guns and helped lead the siege of that city.
Her presence there forced the Mexicans to surrender. Later,
her scaworthiness made her an integral part of the American
fleet in the Atlantic and Pacific. This Commemorative Cover
is postmarked on the anniversary of this great fighting ship’s
arrival at Vera Cruz.

<1887 F Chey

. USA 10221
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U. s, Sh_ip—of—fhe - Line Ohio ot Port Mahon

HAVRE-SECOND LINE - Packet SI-LEP Oneda, MQid.enVou]o,ge
U S.S. Ohio, Port Mahon to Boston

Fabruary 27, 1841. A personal letter written at Philadelphia hy the
daughter of William Sinclair, Purser of the 7.S. Ship Ohio which was
stationed at the U.S. Naval hase in the Mediterranean Sea at Port Mahon.
The letter was sent under cover to a forwarder at New York, who noted
2t the lower left of the face: p. Havre packet/Oneida. It was handed
directly to the purser of the Havra-Second Line's packet ship Oneida,
hence has no U.S. postal markings.

Shipping and Commercial TList, W.Y. VESSELS UP FOR FOREIGN FORTS:
Ship Oneida (new,) Funck, 7 N.R., lst March. Royd & Hincken.

March 1. The Oneida sailed from New York for Havre on her Maiden
Voyage. She was in service for the line 1841-50.

.
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U: &, Ship =of ~the=Line Oho at Port Mahon
U.S.S. Ohio,Port Mahon to Boston

(N0

May 21. The Oneida had arrived at LeHavre, and the bagged mails
for the U.S. Fleet at Port Mahon were trans-shipped to the U.S.

Naval Dispatch Agent Fitch Brothers & Co. at Marseilles, as addressed.
This letter was there marked "OUTRE MER", a Ship Letter designation

or "Overseas". At Marseilles it was rated at 2 decimes, the rate

for a single Ship Letter addressed to the port of arrival. TFitch
Brothers & Co. deleted their name and address as well as the Oneida

endorsement, and forwarded the letter by pouch to Port Mahon, as
noted on the letter face.

May 26. This letter just reached Mr. Sinclair in time. His notes
on the reverse read:
Mrs. E.S. Comtant
Phil? Feby 27th
Rec'd Mahon May 26th, 1841
Sailed from Mahon for
the U.S. Sat. 29th May.

Sinclair carried this letter home with him.

Shipping and Commercial List, N.Y. Arrived at Boston, July 7,
1841, U.S. Ship Ohio, Lavalette...Mediterranean.

N.B.: One other eastbound transit possibility exists for this
letter.

Shipping and Commercial List, N.Y. March 5, 1841, Cleared
Philadelphia, Ship Chandler Price, Dunlevy...Trieste.

This vessel could have made a port-of-call at Marseilles en
route to Trieste, although the endorsement to the Oneida would
indicate handling by her wvia LeHavre.




)

()

ol

g - ale

l' 184 4

U.S. Frigate United States at Callao,Perou

The ship United States was one of six frigates authorized by Congress
on March 27, 1794, and was built at Philadelphia, launched May 10, 1797.
She entered the water 4 months before the launching of sister ship Con-
stellation and 5% months before Constitution at Boston. She had a very
active and varied career including an illustrious part in the War of 1B12.
After being decommissioned and placed in ordinary, the United States was
in the Pacific Squadron from 1824-27, then served in the Mediterranean
Squadron from 1833-38, then with the Home Squadron 1839-40. She was
designated the new flagship of the Pacific Squadron in January 1842,
and served there until 1844, during which time the letter below was
written.

Lf - = /
0. 7

o

A 3 =4 —

2 0 2 [
J’W‘V-;\M 2 A - .‘" - v AL :jl'_ ; -

@0 3 7
o BAae nae @A gl o

U
et

= T .[\\1‘- - \/ . 1
B vl L [, ﬂr"ft

February 9. 1844. Letter headed Callao - Frigate United States.
The writer, Alonzo C. Gaeliton, writes to his uncle at Schenectady.
N.Y. about an encounter with the Peruvian authorities over the de-
cision of Capt. Armstrong of the United States to repair an American
vessel, the brig Whig. Peruvian laws requiring to be made on foreign
vessels by local mechanics. Notwithstanding. the U.S. captain pre-
vailed by a show of force and the Americans from the United states
finished the repairs of the Whig. This letter was sent to the U.S.
by an "opportynity".

June 17. The Price Current and Shipping List (N.Y.) records the
arrival of two vessels that could have carried this letter: Arrived
New Bedford, June 17, 1844, Ship Dartmouth, Wimpenny, Pacific Ocean
and Barque LaFayette, Howland, Pacific Ocean.

Letter rated, Act of 1825, single letter 150 to 400 miles at 18-3/4¢
+ 2¢ Ship Letter charge = 20-3/4¢ due, shown in manuscript.
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