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1828

MAIL ROUTE MARKINGS
COASTAL WATERWAYS MAIL

"MAIL ROUTE markings were used in the 1827-30 period on some
coastal mail from New Orleans, Charleston, S$.C, and Savannah to
Northern Ports.  New York, Philadelphia and Providence are seen

- for-this periocd. These "Mail Routes" are not specifically ref-
~erred toin the P.L.& R., but authorities feel it designates

" letters cerried by ship over waters, the whole of which had been
declared post roads. All these marks are scarce.

March 22, 1828. Letter datelined at New Orleans. Writer
directed it "pr Louisieana'", specifying ship bound to New York.

New York MAIL ROUTE marking. The rates of postage charged
on these letters do not correspond to the preveiling zone rates.
Evidentally a separate schedule applied to these Mail Route let-
ters, but no record has been found. This letter rated at 373¢.
N.Y. Shipping and Commercial List notes that the Packet Ship
Lavinia, Capt. Miner, sailed from New Orleans Mar. 22, 1828, arr.
N.Y. April 23. Letter went aboard Lavinia, not Lousiana
NEW ORLEANS - HOLMES LINE. Lavinia, 309 tons, 100'=2" x 25'-5",
Built 1823 at Chatham, Ct. Sold 1828 to the Vera Cruz Line.




1830

MAIL ROUTE MARKINGS

COASTAL WATERWAYS MAIL
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January 15, 1830. Letter datelined at New Orleans. It
received the MAIL RCUTE mark at New York, the northern term-
inus of the coastal mail route which ran from New Orleans ,

Charleston, S.C. and Savannah to Northern ports. This little
red mark is scarce.

February 4, 1830, Arrival at New York. No known schedule
of rates applied to these MAIL ROUTE letters., This letter

took the normal Act of March 3, 1825 rate of 25¢ for a single
letter going over LOO miles,

N.Y, Shipping & Commercial List shows the Ship Azelia left
New Orleans Jan. 15, 1830, Stoddard, arr, N.Y, Feb 4, corrobo-

rated by dates on this cover. NEW ORLEANS - OLD LINE. Agelia,
%83 tons, launched 1825 at S.&F. Fickett, N.Y., 106'-9" x 28%1'.

n N.O. service until 1831, then regular trader to So. America.
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Pasaengers from Boston took

NEW YORK AN BOBTON STEAM-BOAT CuU.
FARE §IX DOLLARS AND FOUND.
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The Transportatiqn Company steambeats Lex1ggton and Rhode Island

: left N.Y. at 6'P M. from Pier:4, North River and arrived-at: &t@nlng-
: "{"Passengers anﬂ maiijarrived at Boston at 9 ﬁ Mt
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NEW-YORK AND PROVIDENCE STEAM-BOAT CO.

Steamboat Providence

In 1831, the President and the Benjamin Franklin were run as the
New-York and Boston Steam-boat Co. and the Providence and Boston as
the New-York and Providence Steam-boat Co.

December 21, 1838. A letter datelined at Salem, Mass.
and endorsed: Per Steam Boat. Tt was unpaid and rated
at the Act of 1825 rate for a letter conveyed 150 to
400 miles at 18-3/4¢, as noted in manuscript. It went
in the railroad cars to Boston where it received the

Boston circular date stamp on the same day.

The Providence Journal, Dec. 22, 1838. FOR NEW-YORK - THIS DAY - VIA
STONINGTON. Cars will leave THIS DAY, on the arrival of the train
leaving Boston at 3 o'clock P.M. from the Depot of the Stonington Rail
Road for Stonington; thence without delay by steamer

PROVIDENCE
for New-York. Passengers by this route will arrive in New-York about
& in the morning; and with a view toward their convenience, the safety
of their luggage, and the expedition of the route, are reguested to be
particular in having their luggage put into Crates marked "NEW-YORK"
at the Depot. These Crates are locked up, and taken over the Road and
on board the Steamer without shifting the baggage.

Passengers by the Accommodation Train which leaves at 3 o'clock p.m.
will be charged the same as those who take the steamboat train.

December 23. Docket notes receipt of this letter at New York showing
the effectiveness of the Steam-boat route from Boston via Providence and
Stonington, Conn.
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UNITED STATES MAIL LINE
Steam boat Providence

June 12, 1839. This letter is datelined at Salem, Mass. and endors-
ed: Fav'd/ Capt. Curtis. Captain Curtis was heading toward New York
and took the cars from Boston to Providence and then Providence to
Stonington, Conn. to meet the sailing date of the steamboats from
Stonington to New York.

Capt. Curtis deposited this letter aboard

the steamboat Providence at Stonington. There

it was marked "STEAMBOAT" and rated, Act of
1825, as a single letter conveyed 80 to 150 miles at 12%¢, shown in
manuscript.
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The Providence Journal, June 13, 1839, UNITED STATES MAIL LINE
Daily for New York (Sundays excepted)
INLAND ROUTE-VIA STONINGTON . Cabin $3.- Deck $1.50.

A train of Cars will leave Providence on the arrival of the Train
leaving bBoston at 4 o'clock p.m. for Stonington, thence to New York
by steamboat.

On and after THURSDAY, April 25th:

Accommodation Train from Stonington at 7% p.m.
*£ " " Providence at 2% p.m.

Passengers by this train will be charged the same as per steamboat
train. Freight taken at 6¢ per foot, through.

Tickets may be had and berths taken at the Depot, Providence.
The steamboat Providence will leave Stonington THIS DAY June 13.
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1849

U.S. INLAND WATERWAYS
Official Roote Agents' Markings
' HUDSON RIV. MAIL, N.Y,

These markings were applied by U.S. postal employees who
‘were in charge of the mail bags carried on waterways steam-
“boats with contracts to carry the mails., ~These Route Agents
also received loose letters en route and their postmark was
applied indicating that such a letter had entered the mails.

e ———

- April 11, 1849. Very fine strike of the Route Agent's
mark aboard downriver steamboat of the Hudson River mail.
Docket notes received April 12.

Letter rated at the Act of 1847 rates of 5¢ under 300
miles, due. i
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U.S. INLAND WATERWAYS

STEAM/BOAT , Albangy,N.Y.
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May 7, 1845. Tetter datelined at New York City. Letter
put aboard a non-contract steamboat bound up-river to Albany.

Put ashore at Albany, letter received this "STEAM/BOAT"
mark. 1t then went cross-country to Stockbridge, Mass.
Rated at Act of 1825 rates, single, for a letter going 150~
400 miles at 18-3/4¢, cumulative mileage, N.Y. to Albany;
Albany to Stockbridge was used to to. calculate the charge.

May 9. Docket notes letter received at Stockbridge.
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1837

INLAND WATERWAYS

STEAM-BOAT, Boston

Sept. 1T.

September 8§,
put aboard a steamboat not under Post Office Department con-
“tract from New York to Boston. This was considered an "in-
land waterway", and letters so carried were generally subject
to the prevailing domestic inlzand rates,

the latter quite scarce.

1857.

Letter datelined at New York, Letter

STEAM-BOAT

date stamp (Blake 211) and the STEAM—BOAT designation (Blake 303A),
Zone rate by Act of March 3, 1825 due,

single letter going 150 to 400 miles, 18-3/4¢, New York to Boston
to horth Andover Mass, about 280 miles.
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U.S. INLAND WATERWAYS

STEAMBOAT,Haﬂﬁord
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April 16, 1839, Letter datelined at Middletown, Connecticut,

down-river on the Connecticut River from Hartford. It concerns
a shipping foul-up:
" Middletown April 16, 1839
Mr. Tolles, Sir,

Your the 15th we reply would say that the Schr (schooner)
‘Augusta went by Middletown did not stop therefore the trunk

Iremains on board of her. Yours in hast (sic)

Shuddick & Bros. By FPS, "

MECA

Received at Hartford from aboard a non-contract steamboat
and struck with the 32 x 2% mm straight line "STEAMBOAT",

Rated at Act of April 9, 1816 rates, zone single letter of

230 to 80 miles at 10¢ + Ship Letter charge 2¢ = 12¢ due as shown,

"Captains gratuity" (2¢) is not consistent, some letters showing
it, others not.




LJSINLAND WATERWAYS

PR R e

o) October 8, 182?. Letter datelined Hew Yerkm It was. hand-
_ed to the captain.of a non-contract steamer headed up Long
_“Island Sound to New Londan Connecticutaj s :

October 9; Letter stamped incoming at Naw London, Gumulat-
~ ive distance, New York to New London, New London to Marble-
" head, Hass._(overland) resulted in Act of Har.,}, 1825 rate
.jai T&-3/h¢ due for a single letter going T50-400 miles.
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1838

S.INLAND WATERWAYS
STEAM B_’OAT., New Yori

.STEAMBOAT merks were official Port of Arrival marks applied
‘to letters delivered to a given port by a steamboat having no
-imail4carrying contract with the Post Office Department These

”;bay or sound route as a favor to the wrlter.__

' Steamboat letters were recognized for the first time in the
ﬂPostal Laws & Regulations in 1825, with a fee of 2¢ to the
steamboat captaln delivering the letter,
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November 19, 1838. Letter datelined at Albany (Monday p,m,)
and handed: to. down-stream steamer captain, bound for New York.

STEAM BOAT

November 20. Docket notes letter received at New York City.
Fine strike of the Port of New York's STEAM BOAT mark. Letter
rated Act of March 3, 1825, 10¢ for single letter 30 to 80 miles
plus 2¢ to steamboat captain = 12¢ due, as shown in manuscript.
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Steamboat Col. J.C. Fremont

A notice for the launching of this vessel at Bridesbury, Penn. on
October 23, 1852 at noon.

Holdcapmer lists this as a 60 ton wooden sidewheel paddle steamer
(not stern paddle as shown) in 1853 (sic), first port Philadelphia.

She was re;_:qfted "s;;gfged“ and lost in the Tomhimhes Biw~- 23313,
fA0cteh—— 7

-

DEeagr Sir :
Your attendance is respectfully solicited at the Launching of
the Steamboat, Col. J. C. FREMONT, at Brideshurg, on Saturday,

the 23d inst. at 12 o’clock, M.

G. CONVERSE, Builder.

Phitadelphia, Oct. 14th, 1852.
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