)

1854

FRENCH MARITIME POSTAL HISTORY

FRANCE TO MEXICO, 1835-1862

During the period 1835-1862, France had no contract packets
servicing her Mexican and Carribean needs. 'This was handled by
the Royal Mail Steam Packet Co., which sailed out of Southampton
on the 2nd and 17th of each month.-

e o Eagg aVas 'QP*R-’.'J\
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August 1, 1854. Rare Paris roller cancellation Aug. 1, 1854.
(Pothion 139) "Roulette de points" was used on Ambulant mark
letters destined for foreign parts. transit at Calais.

French marked mail in red as '"paid to destin- This mark normally
ation" by 300 centimes in postage stamps. used as an entry
f'f’_“\\\
PAID
2 AU 2
1854
August 2, 1854, British paid August 28, 1854. Receipt
"tombstone" mark at London. Letter mark at Vera-Cruz, Mexico.

Just made the packet at Southampton,
which sailed on the 2nd.

IO



1845 _‘

WEST INDIA MAIL PACKET SERVICE

Anglo-Fyench Cu*r‘re-'h.ccf S’tcrmPs FORWARDING AGENT
COLONIES &c. ART.I2 MaxKs WRIGHT, BROOKS & CO.
Cuba to France ‘ .St.qc;qcacbz Coubal

The accountancy mark "COLONIES &c. ART 12" indicated to the
British Foreign Branch at London that the letter should be listed
in the French way-bill in the column headed "Article 12". This
concerned mail handled by the British from French Colonies, British
possessions, and "other overseas countries" to France. The French
reimbursed the Brltlsh at a bulk rate of 3 shillings L4 pence per
20 grams,

GO DE o
o S A
|| FORWARDED
2/

BY 5"#/':
. J?'T Bnonj’_ -'{ !

S

\\h [‘\.'—

(’O’D@‘o
X APIT o
we 1845
e 2

April 17, 1845.
Forwarding I
Agent, Wright
Brooks & Co. at
St. Jago de
Cuba posted
letter unpaid
into British
Consular post
office where
it received
the dated stamp
(R.L. P2) of
the Consular
office.

M&,Y BL}, 1848' | ? j\
C L1 Transit at Lon- \ 45 qfn
CoLo. VIES don where accoun- '-@dﬁzhﬁ"’
tancy mark (S.3003) s
&chFETI]2 i was struck (see above). May 26-28. Entry mark

of Boulogne struck at
Paris. Paris and Bordeaux back-
___stamps. -

WM 136,09



OVERSEAS COUNTRIES" for France, and the letters were so stamped.

1854

PACKET LETTERS

WEST INDIA MAIL - PACKET SERVICE
' Anglo-French Postal Convention of (843

This convention arranged a workable situation to handle the
accounting of French mail carried by the British. Mail addressed’
to France landed from ships at British ports travelled immediately
to the Foreign Branch of the G.P.O. in London., With each bag wasa
way-bill 1ié%§hg the classified contents. The "ART 13" on the way-
bill referred to French mail, and under the heading of "ARTICLE 13"
were listed letters from "COLONIES, BRITISH POSSESSIONS, AND OTHER

.:____ ! Aug. 9’ 1854.‘
' Letter posted

LaGuayra, Ven-
ezuela to Bor-
deaux, handled
by British West
India mail pack-
et. Rate due
British was
3s. 4d.

COLONIES |
%cARTI3 | |

London TForeign
Office mark.
(See above),

French mark
- shows 15 decimes
- due from recip-

I
French mark }
at Calais, |

wirm 350

-



1860

WEST INDIA MAIL-PACKET SERVICE |
BRITISH POST OFFICES ABROAD- JACMEL HAITI

Franco-British Exchamge Office MarKks

On January 1, 1857 there was introduced a series of
“exchange marks indicating in francs and centimes the re-
imbursement to Britain by France for each 30 grams of
mail carried. ' '

April 10, 1860,
British Post Office
receipt mark at
Jacmel, Haiti.

[ cR

]Feoc

Exchange office
mark showing -
1 franc, 60 cent-
imes credit to
British.

April 28, 1860.
London transit,

CQE}L

AV, S
7\ 60
% Ch\—g"'

April 28.French April 29.Paris April 30.
entry mark,ambulant, ‘transit. Marseille receipt,

8 decimes due
from recipient.

WY M l40.0




1861

WEST INDIA MAIL=-PACKET SERVICE
WESTERN COAST OF SCUTH AMERICA

The General Imperial Decree of 3 Dec. 1356 (;VA—LfQD
between England and France allowed for a credit
to England for French mail carried on her pack-
ets as follows: )

Letters: Article 36 - South American countr-
ies via Panama 2,87 5/10 francs per 30 grams.

Aug. 29, 1861,

GB Letter posted at
== ' British Post Office,

2°87:¢ Callao, Peru for
i France (via Panama)
"per W, India Mail",

Sept. 30, 1861 French-Anglo accountancy
London transit mark, mark (see above).
. S G TP I
1 A AR Y]
| Q .‘ﬂ—»’ f:{ ‘
! F il &2
¥ ‘ %. L]
i S A
| | "
|
| B | .
k@_—m_ R 1 e R e s P e S e - = 3 il -&_—w.i o L

<! Paris tran-

e ‘_’__"'7 \ : | sit,
/f-’ "///!;.'/4{;4«,/{.%/«/ W
e i ‘ : ‘ /.TI.__./ 9,

s v cles

B

Oct., 2,
Chalon
receipt
handstamp.

1l

24 dec inmes
due from
recipient.
(Reduced

illusts)

wiM 140 n
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1856

WEST INDIA MAIL PACKET SERVICE

' Anglo-Fyench Couvyrency Stamps
5tadge 3-1 Jc.u\.uo.'n., 1856 'l’o 3| December {856

Havana to Paris

These rates were in operation for one tygar, and few examples
of the currency stamps have been recorded from any part of the world.
he new stamps left out the word "Etc." and now read "COLONIES/ART. 18",

TR e
way-bill under '
MAPLTele 18N, T
indicating _

letter from all
‘ the colonies to

France., Rare

) | coLontEs/aRT 18

' mark used.

March 6, 1856. French entry mark
at Calais, Ambulant. 6 francs due
from recipient.

Win 150.9
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1854-55
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i
SOUTH AMERICAN & GENERAL STEAM NAVIGATION COMPANY

Branch Packet La Plata, Montevideo to Rio de Janeiro
S;S. Imperador, Rio de Janeiro to Liverpool

Because of a Memorial presented by the merchants of Liverpool to have an alternate monthly
packet to the Brazils and the River Plate yo augment the monthly sailings of the Royal Mail
Steam Packet Co., the South American & CGeneral Steam Navigation Co. was organized. This gave
fortnightly sailings from Liverpool and Buenos Ayres. Four steamers were utilized on this
route, and only four round voyages were completed in 1854 and 1855. The Company collapsed
after only five months of operation due principally to the lack of steamers, their steamers
having been chartered as troop transports for the Crimean War.

A
Ao s
| ?r;b pga
e = Oc?é_J s
G LT
4, &
09
November 15, 1854. \
Unpaid letter posted ' ]
at Montevideo, Urug-
uay, endorsed:
Liverpool Steamer L R o J
Pkt. The branch W AR bigas
packet La Plata =\ il ? A «"\})\
had departed : {,“.;1; 7 ¥ 2
from Buenos Ayres R/ i g ] ot
on Nov. 12, touched 424 il ' Nk

N e o ) S
e a7 & e

at Montevideo the /
;::htermewa;tt{:lsm, i _ ngj /f/ /‘“ 2 ‘
™ '"V/«/ﬁ s /'é;_;..,/f’, /At

S.S. Imperador
who touched at

et / Ty % // %ﬂL

of 4 return voy-

ages of the Company. ‘ . o :
0\3‘( PKA“"'(:P January 4, 1855. Imperador arrived at Liverpool where the seldom
i POO‘E seen SOUTH AMERN/PACKET arrival mark was struck. Only 3 of these
“VEJA4 date marks from this voyage have been rec .ded. ILetter rated at
1855 1/-; the Packet Letter rate.

4 C Ki— January 5. Glasgow arrival backstamp.

(Full size)
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ROYAL MAIL STEAM PACKET COMPANY
RM.S. P Avon, Rio de Janeiro +o Southampton

October 15, 1858. Letter posted at the British Con-
e sular Office at Pernambuco, Brazil. It is unpaid and
endorsed: pr. Avon.

0 1250 0 October 16. R.M.S.P. Avon, the main line steamer,
\::igi:;:;/, departed from Rio de Janeiro on October 10, picked up
sl the mails at Pernambuco on October 16.
November 4. Avon arrived at Southampton,
;_-*\ N | same day transit backstamp at London.

[ NO 2 \ | g%_lﬁ [ The London office struck the "tray" mark

\LOM J Cad e ara | showing that France owed Britain one franc

\ 4 0O€ 60 centimes per 30 grams bulk for mail to

N - France conveyed by British Packet from
South America.

{f / November 5. French entry mark at Calais.

f Ambulant (T.P.0.). Letter rated in France

/ at the 8 decimes per 7% grams rate x 2 (letter
\ weighing over 7% grams, not over 15 grams) =
/ 16 decimes due, shown by the handstamp.




Great Britain

IBEKB

ROYAL MAH_ STEAM PACKET COMPANY
SS. qudahna

2350 tons.. 266" x 38' ‘beam. Wooden paddle ateamer, 1852*66§

The Ma-delena was among an unfortunate group of five ships ordered
to meet 350 mail contract. The Demerara stranded after Launching 5
in tow for ‘the Clyde, Amazon burned on her maidanmxayage, Grinogo '
prematurely scrapped .on account of . dry rot and Parana's forepart was
found defective for the same reason. Magdalena's sides and bulkheada P~
had been lined with zinc to reduce fire hazard;”and she tendéd to ba
top-heavy. She carried tfoops to the Crimean war. i :

k. b
d» 1863 ,0

Oct. 8, 1863.
British consular
postmark, back-
stamp.

égﬁsv\\
Q

NO 4 €

Nov. 4. Letter
cleared London
and was marked
with the "tray i
mark" account- .
ancy showing

was to receive |
1 ¥ 60 centimes
per 30 grams

from France for
handling the mails
from South America.

© Nov. 5-6. French entry
- mark (S.1182) at Caleis
showing mail entering from
England (Angleterre) and
Paris and Bordeaux tranalt
backstamps

S e

WM S22 o 4



1860

ROYAL.MAH.STEAM PACKET COMPANY
SS. Oneida

2300 tons, 307" x 39' beam, Iron. In service 1858—?4-_vj ff_@m
Qneida and Tasmanian, earliest Royal Mail screw ships, came

from the Eurcpean & Australian Royal Mail Company.  The Royal

Mail placed her on the South American route and in Défﬁﬁéf”1865g 5f*"

she was diverted to the Rocas Reefs to embark 117 mar

oned per-

sons from the wrecked Bailing ship Buncan Dunhar. Sﬂld Brltish:.i

and reduced to sail~-

~dAN
2 ‘%
(24 Q

May 8, 1860.
British Consular
date backstamp -
at Rio de Janeiro.

June 2. All mall
to France by i
British steamers
went dlrectly to
the Foreign Sect-
ion at London.

1F80C

"Tray Mark" at Lon- .
don shows that under
the Franco-pritish
treaty ¥Krance owed
Great ﬁrltlan 1 ¥ranc
60 centimes per 30
grams of mail, bulk.

R

W6
2 N
JN -
s \\\(sq,/

AN = W\'\
@) *‘"“/Q%f?{“'w

June 2-4, 1860, Entry mark at Calais,
France, ambulant (RR), and Paris and
Bordeaux transit backstamps.

wWim 1% 6
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FRANCE TO BELIZE, HONDURAS BY BRITISH PACKET
Ro;.,o.l Mail Steam Packei Co.t R.M.S. Shanngg.5001hqmp+om to S1. Thomas

R.M.S.50lent,St.Thomas to Kingsion,Jamaica
R.M.S. Berwent,Jamaica 1o Belize

January 15, 1864. A double weight letter (7%-15 grams) posted at
Paris and endorsed: Paquebot des Antilles, Voie de Southampton. The
rate to Belize of January 1, 1857, by British Packet via Southampton
was B0 centimes per 7% grams. Here a letter over 7%, but not over
15 grams was paid 160 centimes by two copies of the 40 centimes orange
on yellowish and the 80 cent. rose, both perf. 14 x 13%, Tssue of 1862.
Stamps are cancelled by the "dumb" Paris star.

January 16. Transit at London. Steamships of the Royal Mail Steam
Packet Co. conveyed this letter as follows:

R.M.S.P. Shannon R.M.S.P. Solent R.M.S.P. Derwent
Southampton Jan. 18 St. Thomas Feb., 2 Jamaica Feb. 7
St. Thomas Feb. 2 Kingston,Jam. 5 Belize 2.

wi ™ e



1865

FRENCH MARITIME POSTAL HISTORY

BRITISH PACKET SERVICE-ROYAL MAIL STEAM PACKET CO.

French Entry Mark - Colonies Fra.V. Angl.

//'o‘..a,!'\.-.,

G IR
29 'r
AVRIL
65 “

\E//S 1291

DH

This double circle mark with fleuron was used during two

distidct periods:

1st. Sept. 1853 to Dec.
2nd, Jan. 1864 to Nov.

1855
1867.

Unpaid covers via British Packets show a collect mark of
8 decimes (80 centimes) or 16 decimes (1F 60 c.).

\ﬁﬁf'ﬂ'ag
o |0 3
a.

AYR ™

& |865 4‘4
<, Q
el OE N

April 10,
1 8650 Letter ’
single, posted
unpaid at
Pointe-a-Pitre.
Fine rimless
cds.

COLONIES FRA(NCAISE)

V.(OIE) ANGL,(ETERRE)
mark (see illustration above)
struck on arrival at Paris.

Handstamp charge mark
shows 8 decimes due.

Paris to Nantes night train,
Brigade A handled the mail,

Transit backstamps.:




y-‘the Bahama.-Ra
received the b
tesm iNavigatd
He West Coast! &

WL 146 .4



1865

ROYAL MAIL STEAM PACKET COMPANY
France to Areq’uipa, Perou via Sovthampton and Panawma
R.M.S.P. Shannon

August 15, 1865. Paid letter endorsed, "Steamer Anglais Via
Panama." It was paid by the 80 centimes and 40 cent. Issue of
1862, stamps cancelled by the Paris Star "15" of the Rue Bonaparte,

The rates per 7% grams via England and Panama were 120 centimes
as of Jan. 1, 1857, whether prepaid or collect. On Jan. 8, 1865,
this same rate was continued whether the letter went by British
or French packet.

August 16. Transit at London where the West
Indies and Pacific mails were forwarded on to
Southampton.

August 17. The Royal Mail Company's steam-
ship Shannon, Capt. Wooley, sailed with the West
Indies and Pacific mails via St. Thomas,

September 8, Mail had been forwarded on by
station steamer to Aspinwall(Colon). Letter
went by the Panama Railway Company from Colon
to Panama and received the transit stamp at
Panama, Pacific Steam Navigation Co. carried
the mail down the West Coast of South America.

) September 24, Docket notes receipt at Are-
Yt quipa., Letter had been backstamped in transit

.ZS§SLAfI at the port city of Islay where this clear
¥ kg Tl strike of the little NYSLAI" in a circle of dots
Esler e was impressed.

wnim | CE.5
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ROYAL MAIL STEAMPACKET COMPANY
R.M.S.P. Seine Taxe Rectifiee Mark

Gquqq_uiI?Eorquor to France via Southa.m.p{-on

May 15, 1864. Unpaid letter posted at the British Consular office
at Guayaquil, Equador, backstamp. Letter went by Pacific Mail Steam
Navigation Co. steamer to Panama, where it arrived May 20, trans-
isthmus to Colon for transit May 21, thence to St. Thomas for a May
29 transit.

London Times, Monday, June 13. THE WEST
oNDA INDIA AND PACIFIC MAILS. The Royal Mail
"DH ™ Company's steamship Seine, Capt. R. Revett,
arrived at Southampton yesterday at 11 a.m.
with the mails of the following dates in charge
o=l S e = Bt of Osmond Brook, R.N., Naval mail agent:
...Guayaguil (Equador) May 13; Panama 20; Colon
21;...St. Thomas 29...

London transit backstamp, June 13. London marked with the tray
mark debiting France for 2 francs 87 5/10 centimes per 30 grams.

,4§§;ﬁ}uiﬂ_ June 13. French entry mark Ambulant (RR)
/ Sy via Calais. Same day arrival backstamp at Paris.

Letter rated at 12 decimes per 7% grams, rate
of Jan. 1, 1857 per British Packet via Panama.
Tt was reweighed and found to be over 7% grams
so the double rate of 24 decimes due was shown
in manuscript after deleting the "24". The
correction was shown by the seldom seen hand-
stamp TAXE RECIFIEE = DUE CHARGES CORRECTED
(Pothion 1356).

TAXE RECTIFIEE




1863

LA COMPAGNIE GENERAL TRANSATLANTIQUE
Vera Cruz to St. Nazatire L;qne Postale du Me’xictue
Pague lbo+ Floride

P
This was the earliest French pagquebot line to Mexico, the first
steamer Louisiane departing from St. Nazaire on April 14, 1862.
Routing was via Fort de France and Cuba to Vera Cruz.

July 28, 1863. An unpaid letter to Paris posted at St. Pierre,
Martinique. Tt is endorsed: pr Floride. This refers to the paquebot
Floride of the Ligne Postale du Mexique which was on her return voyage
from Mexico. Her dates were:

Vera Cruz July 16, 1863
Cuba 23
Fort de France, Martinique 28
St. Nazaire Aug. 12

This letter went aboard at Fort de France.

August 14. Arrival mark at Paris showing French
Packet mail arriving at St. Nazaire (August 12). There
are three nearly identical marks for this 1ine, the
only difference being the small numerals which identify
the office handling the mail.

1. St. Nazaire
2. Nantes
3. Paris (as here).

Letter was rated by French Packets, effective July
1, 1862, at 6 decimes per 7% grams, here a triple letter
at 6 dec. x 3 = 18 decimes due.

RVAR ||’:_'I:I.;



1865

FRENCH MARITIME POSTAL HISTORY

BRITISH PACKET SERVICE - ROYAL MAIL STEAM PACKET CO.

French Entrgy Mark— Colonies fra..V. Angl.

Effective 1 September 1853

Circular No. 101 (17 August 1855) correspondence from
the provinces of lMartinique, Auadeloup and French
Guyane (“uiana). were to be struck in red with a dated
stamp mentioning "COLONIES FRA(NCAISE) V.(OIE) ANGL.
(ETERRE)". This was done to incoming mail at Paris.

Sept.26, 1865, :
70 Centimes in

French Colonial
General Issue

. stamps prepay the correct

rate via British Packet
in effect 1 Jan, 1864 -
1 July 1876 (S5tone, Col.
Club handbook 11,Pg.36),
Martinigue to France.
MQE" lozenge of lart-
inique obliterates the
stamps.

in accordance with

!

Oct. 14, 1865, COLONIES TRA. tramsit

at Paris (see above) and Paris RR
transit (Gare de Lyon -nignht train) back-

stamp en route to lMarseille.,

wimM (7o e




FRENCH POSTAL HISTORY
COLONIAL INLAND RATES, I1860-92

Rates were as follows:

1860-78 10 centimes per 7.5 grams to 1864
per 10 grams 1864-75
per 15 grams thereafter.

1878-86 15 centimes per 15 grams.

1886-92 20 centimes per 15 grams.

S LMQE

August 29, 1870. Cover rated at August 29, 1870. Fort-de-
10 centimes per 10 grams. Noted in France receipt backstamp.
mms. (U.L.), "Prepaid, advance paid- Stone (Collectors Club Hand-
20 centimes" as letter weighed over book No, 11) rates inland
10 grams, but not 20 grams, it was colonial covers of Martinique
double rated, paid by a pair of the up to 1878 as "very rare"
10 centimes "Eagles" and cancelled single, and notes double-
with the "MQE" lozenge of dots at weight letters are much scarcer,

Petit Bourg, Martinigue.

wiMm 180.0




868

| = WEST . INDIA MAIL - STEAM PACKET SERVICE
ROYAL MAIL STEAM PACKET COMPANY
Paf(.‘..IjF(.C; S.T_E_.A-,M. NAV I.iG.ATl"ON C_OM PANY

] After 1860 the Royal Mail line served Central America and
. the vest Indies, made the trip to St. Thomas twice a month, and
. branches fanned our to various ports in the Caribbean, The Foy-
- ° al Mail also had the route to the east coast of South America.
| ' The Pacific Steam continued to serve the west coast, taking the
mails at Panama that came across the Isthmus by railway. The
 postal subsidy of the Pacific Steam waa.£25 000, of the Royal
 Mail I_ a?o ooo.

June 13, 1868. 532 "Gross Chiffres! French obliterator
cancels 100 centimes rate. Transit "Boite Mobile", or
Mobile Box shows letter posted aboard railway car. Letter
noted "Voie de Panama" indicating it was to go by Royal
Mail Steamer packet, over the isthmus and thence by Pacific
Steam Packet to Lima, Peru.

June 13-14, Railway transit backstamps July 18, 1868, Lina,
Bordeaux-Paris-Calais where mail was trans- Peru receipt back-
shipped to Dover and on to Southampton to stamp.

Lt _ 1 | J

| meet the Royal Mail. ) O O O

WM \Ya.0
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ROYAL MAIL STEAM PACKET COMPANY

R.M.S.P. Nile
France to Danish West Indies via Sowthamp{-on

N/

August 30, 1877. Letter paid 100 centimes (1 franc) at Bordeaux
to Christiansted, St. Croix, Danish West Indies (an uncommon destin-
ation,) It was originally merked T (= Taxe, or postage due,) but
this was deleted as 1 franc paid the overseas rate per 10 grams to
any country via England,

August 31. Transit backstamp at Paris, Foreign Section.
August 31, Transit backstamp, London.

London Times, Tuesday, Sept. 4, 1877.
The Royal Mail Company's steamship Nile,
Captain R. Revett, sailed from Southampton
yesterday with the West India, Pacific and
Mexican mails.

Feeder steamers from St. Thomas forwarded
the mail onward to the Caribbean Islands.

WM (3200
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FRANCE TO VERA CRUZ_,MEXICO VIA COLON AND CAMPECHE

LIGNE A - Saimnt-Nazaire & Colon,Panama

Paguebot Loviciane

July 2, 1870. Letter paid at the
80 centimes rate to Vera Cruz by a pair
s of the 40 ¢, Napoleon Issue of 1868
Tt e T (Scott 3%5a) cancelled by the gross chif-
17 60 fres "1760", office number of Le Havre,
i The writer directionally endorsed it
e "Par Campeche", indicating he wanted it
to go to Colon, then by local steamer
Colon~Campeche on the Yucatan Peninsula <Vera Cruz
raether than direct to Vera Cruz as Louisiane of
Ligne A was to depart from St. Nazaire July 8.
The next direct paquebot to Vera Cruz was the
Ligne B's Guadeloupe due to depart from St. Nazaire July 16, The
red Porte Payee indicates "paid to the port", i.e. paid to dockside
at Colon. This is a scarce routing.

July 8. Louisiane, designated Ligne A, No. 1,
departed from St, Nazaire,

Aug. 1. Louisiane srrived at Colon.

Aug, 18. Docketed arrival at Vera Cruz. Letter
by local steamer Colon-Campeche-Vera Cruz was subject
to a 2 peso collect for Mexican postage.

WArs A\ D2 e



| 532 of Bordeaux.

 of Ligne A.

. ed letter "via
| St. Nagairem.

WEST INDIES MAIL SERVICE
FRANCE TO LIMA,PERU VIA FRENCH PACKET

LIGNE A-Saint-Nazaire & Colon, Pamama

......

July 6, 1871.}
Letter posted at
Bordeaux and pre-
paid 100 centimes
cancelled by the
"Gros Chiffre"

July 7, 1871.
Transit at St.
Nazaire terminal

Writer had direct-

July 8, 1871. Mail stamped aboard Ligne A August 9, 1871.
vessel No. 3, the Louisiane, which left St. Nazaire Lima, Peru
July 7, arrived Colon Aug. 1, 1871. Red "P.P." receipt
signifies Port Payee, and 100 centimes prepaid carried backstamp.

letter only to Colon. Cover shows no postage due, as this

was probably collected on an account basis in bulk from the
recipient.

win 18C.o




T T o e T S, e e, e, e e, e e S, e, e, e, e, e e e, e, e, e, o, e, e, e o, i, e, e, e, e, e, e, e, e, o, ]

1877

ROYAL WEST INDIA MAIL PACKET COMPANY

CURACAO TO FRANCE via British Mail.

"Possessiomns Néeerlandaise" — En‘l‘«r\.’ markK, Ambolant Calais.
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0 March 7, 1877. Letter posted unpaid at Letter marked "I" =
J Curacao, Dutch West Ind%es. Mail here was Taxe, indicating unpaid,
i handled by the Royal Mail steamers, which and postage due.
i made two departures each month, the 7th
§ and 22 or 23rd.
{
{ gé:ﬁggx
g @’(’31 P

2\ 17 459
0 f&ﬂ@gﬁy S
i A
)]
0 March 31, 1877. "Dutch Possession" March %1. Letters incoming
0 (Neerlandaise) transit mark at Calais, were taxed at 13, 26 or 39
) ambulant. One f%ndg Brigades A, B, C, decimes (here 13) after July
0 D, E, and G. This is a very scarce 1871. Receipt backstamp at
0 mark. Paris.RC=Rayon Central (Central |
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1882

WEST INDIES MAIL SERVICES

FRENCH PACKETS
Limne "A"- St.Nazaire to Colom,Pamnama

This Colombian card was cancelled at Savanalla, Colombia
aboard the French Packet "Washington", which left Goion on Mar.
2, 1882 and arrived at St, Nazaire on March 24,

3

; Escnbas.;a&segurda la direccion G/ §
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782 :;‘_i'
NERNY
March 4, 13882. French Packet March 27, 1882. ILondon
mark of Line A, Packet No. 2 transit. Letter readdressed
(Washington), and forwarded, no forwarding

markings.

M e, 0



1 1874 \

2
: WESTINDES'MAH_
FRENCH PACKETS-LIGNE A - St.Nazaite to
Si:a_qma'r Guadeloope - No. |

. May 10, 1874,

Letter posted:

at St. Pierre, |

Martinigque. It

went overland

to Fort-de-

France, port bﬁ

call for Ligne

May 10, 1874,
Letter picde
up by the
TR
which had left:
Colon on May 1,
arrived at

Fort-de-France

on lMay 10 and
St. Nazaire
May 27, 1874,

May 28, 1874,
Bordeaux recel(
Six decimes |
(mms.) due from
recipient.

|
|
=

M 2




882

| WEST INDIES MAIL SERVICE
FRENCH PACKETS - LIGNE B - Vera Cruz a St.Nazaire

| Si&o.—me.‘r Vilflr.- de Bord.eoux_

2670 tons, screw steamer, built at Bordeaux in 1869-70.
After serving one voyage to Valparaiso she was assigned to
Ligne B and made 56 voyages between 18?5 an(i 1886.

_ May 23, 1882, French Colonies Alphee Dubois stamp cancelled
by St. Pierre, Martinique cds. Ligne B steamer Ville de Bordeaux
left Vera Cruz May 24 on her homeward journey.

3« June 1, 1882. Ville de Bordeaux cleared St.

o
1N Thomas this date and this transit mark applied
e\ JUIN aboard ship.
@_ PBA Q,‘.q:,. She was designated PAQ, FR. No. 2.
S.144 7 (R.c)uge)
ANT
[ /&g
i kJ”J‘V
“”F}i'ﬁéﬁ/
June 16. Paris Etranger (For- June 17, Transit backstamps.

eign) transit mark, Ville de Bor- Note express (Rapide) RR marking,
deaux arrived St.Nazaire this date.

indicates night train.

Lyon to Marseille. Circular center

L2 S, o




1883

WEST INDIES MAIL SERVICE

FRENCH PACKETS- LIGNE A - Colon a St.Nazaire

Steamer Ville de Paris

3000 tons, screw steamer, constructed at Glasgow in 1865.
In service on the New York Line from 1866. Made 13 voyages
for Lignes A, B and D between 1874 and 1885.

Feb. 10, 1883. 25 centimes Alphee Dubois Issue stamp is
cancelled by the cds at Pointe-a-Pitre, Guadeloupe noting
PAQ. FR. = Paquebot Francaise, Had letter gone via South-
ampton, similar stamp would have been used except with PAQ,
ANGL. at top.

RN Feb. 12, 1883. The Ville de Paris, designated
CRN PAQ. FR, No.1, left Colon Feb. | and was in the
af ,';j,,,, ] Antilles Feb, 9-12 where this mark was struck !
2\ 53 g_} aboard ship Feb. 12 at Pointe-a-Pitre. The |
f'_?._,g;E'.T;*} ' steamer Washington, designated PAQ. FR. No. 2,
. had the identical schedule, COL.FR, = COLonies
s.1424 ( Rouge) FRancaise.

J@% Feb, 26-27. Transit back-
a, .F"?"-“gw stamps. The Ville de Paris
9\1 53 had arrived at St, Nazaire
% Feb, 25.

W im 214, 6
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1907 T N

WEST INDIES MAIL i : {
|
!

FRENCH PACKETS:LIGNE A, De Scx.l'n.“l' No.zcure a Colon

Steamer La Normandie

February 18, 1907, La Normandie departed from

. St. Nazaire Feb. 11, 1907, and this card was posted
aboard her oan the outbound trip, going aboard at |

~ Savanilla, Postage was pa:l.d by ‘two one eentave : 1
" Columbian stamps. | | I
~March 3, La Normandie departed from Colon, - f
Panama, and arrived back at St. Nazaire March 22, ‘t

|r

WL E

1

‘ |
I i
1 : i:r ?
f 2 . Ce cdlé est exclustvernenl resercé a [}EJE_L_‘Q,\ §
‘m_ i

1




1913

WEST INDIES MAIL
FRENCH PACKETS:LIGNE A- Colon A St.Na=zaire

Oct. 28, 1913. Letter
posted at Cayenne, French
Guiana, registered.

ovember 1, 1913. Ietter
postmarked aboard the La
lavarre, Ship No. 2 of Ligne A.
She had left Colon Oct. 25, and
arrived St. llazaire on Nov, 13,




O

O

O

1926

WEST INDIES MAIL

FRENCH PACKETS: LIGNE A -St.Nazairte A Colom
S.S. Macoris

~ StNpzRIRE -
Coloa

] '1:1tP()STf¥bh

S.1409/1 -aller—

January 12, 1926« This post card was written aboard the S.S5.
Macoris which had departed from St. Nazaire on Dec, 24, 1925,
and was designated A.1 of Lighe A, The card notes in its mess=-
age "en route to Panama....visited Caracas in Venezuela and in
Colombia", both ports of call of Ligne A,

The S.5. Macoris arrived at Colon Jan., 15, 1926, where this
card was forwarded through the Panama Canal onward to Hanci on
the Tonkin Gulf, French Indochina. The Macoris returned to
France from Colon, arriving at St. Nazaire Feb. 6, 1926,

[ Y

5 26.9
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| 1876

WEST INDIES MAIL
FRENCH PACKETS:LIGNE B,StNazaire a la Vara Crouz
Pczle:_uebo{ Ville de Brest

The packet rate of July 18, 1863, from Britain by French Packet,
sailing out of St. Nazaire, to Cuba and Mexico became one shilling
per %-o0z., which became the same as the April 1, 1863, rate by Brit-
ish Packet. Starting in 1872, the French packets left St. Nazaire
on the 20th, then on the 21st (May of 1877) of each month for Vera
Cruz via St. Thomas.

ﬂ“/M% fmedik &
Sy

/ LON

HIN e el i
% %7?'6&’__

_ - Zar =N August 18, 1876. A letter to Vera Cruz paid
/ BP e/ at the one shilling rate to Mexico via French
/ LONDON\ 5= & ~\ W= Packet by the Issue of 1873, plate 12. The
\\\15 AU ='§fii';T;;f cover is endorsed: p French Packet. This was
W% / e=m\ == so routed as the R.M.S.P. Nile had departed from
- . A Southampton for St. Thomas via Barbadoes on
D.1u2 — August 17. The next British Packet would be the

R.M.S.P. Don to sail from Southampton on Sept.
2. To expedite the letter, the sender paid a one penny Late Fee by
the Tssue of 1864, plate 187. Cancellation is by the London TInland
Branch Late Fee obliterator with the octagonal date stamp.

August 20. Paquebot Ville de Brest of Ligne B departed from St.
Nazaire for Vera Cruz.

September 12. Docket notes receipt at Vera-Cruz.




WEST

1878

INDIES MAIL SERVICE

FRENCH PACKETS:LIGNE B—Verta Cruoz to St.Na=zalire

T.etter
originally
posted at
Venezulean
Post Office
at Puerto
Cabello.

Feb.18,1878,
Transit stamp
of French
Vice Consul.
French Con-
sular officesg
acted as Post
Offices in
the Carrib-

| ean area from
| 1862-1881,

Letter then went by
local ship to St. Thomas,
Porto Rico, where it was
picked up on Mar. 3, 1878
by French Packet No. 2 of
"Line B",
which had left Vera-Cruz
on Feb. 19, and arrived at
St. Nazaire on March 17.

\GV"'{'?
WARr\\

the Bordeaux,

Letters forwarded
to a regular port of Mar. 18, 1878.
call were marked with Bordeaux receipt
this small triangle backstamp.

and "T" after Jan.
(Reduced

1876, T = Taxe, 1. e.
illustration)

Postage Due.

24 decimes (in French
medieval geript) due.
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1878

ENGLAND TO MEXICO BY FRENCH PACKET

LIGNE B, DE SAINT-NAZAIRE A LA VERA CRUZ
PQ%yebot\HHe de Brest

ﬂ!‘-‘-'."’

The packet rate of July 18, 1863 from Britain by French
Packet to Cuba and Mexico became one shillindper %-oz.,
which became the same as the April 1, 1863 rate by British
Packet. Starting in 1872, the French Packets left St.
Nazaire on the 20th, then on the 21st (May of 1877) of
each month for Vera Cruz via St. Thomas.

July 18, 1878. A prepaid letter posted at Manchester,
England. Double rate of 1/- x 2, paid by a pair of the
one shilling Issue of 1873, pale green, Plate 13.

July 21. Paquebot Ville de Brest departed from St.
Nazaire on the regular monthly sailing of Ligne B.

Efjwﬂ August 14. Docket notes receipt at
= Vera Cruz. Letter subject to a Mexican
inland charge of 25 centavos.




188 I

WEST INDIES MAIL SERVICE
FRENCH PACKETS:LIGNE B—Vera-Cruz a la Saint Nazairte
"COL.FR."Ma~xhs. Steamer Ville de St.Nazaire-No. 2.

- _cap Haitien

; Fﬁh\sf--’gsn_
g I

5"
Pte a Btre ffp /

ﬁn?é:ﬁnuﬂ’

L

/" Pl &= /"//‘fau AL 2

L-Zﬂ/y’{tir’atf)’

AT
Y.’ H. .

B L ///F’Nf
/ ‘:i’?":._({ '?3“5 £ A b;-.; -r’-/?‘-\'\
S SEFT i szpT )3
\“& .:;_’-‘, o -
4 pyv™ < P
Sept. 23, 1881. Letter posted Sept. 23, 188l. French packet

at Pointe-a-Pitre, Guadeloupe,. mark applied aboard the SS Ville

de St. Nazaire, which had left

Town marking indicating mail was
to be handled by a "Paguebot
Francaises'" obliterates 24 cent-
imes rate.

Vera Cruz on Sept 19, cleared
Forte de France Sept. 26, and
arrived St. Nazaire Oct. 12.

Oct, 12. Nantes arrival back-
stamp.



LIGNE C : DE FORT-DE-FRANCE A CAYENNE, (865-1940

Steamers operated from Fort-de-France to Cayenne on a
regular schedule, the French steamers departing Cayenne
on the 3rd of the month, British steamers on the 17th of
the month.

Duriﬁg the major time of this service, connections were
| made at Fort-de-France with Ligne A steamers for transmiss-
| ion to Sainte-Nazaire.
| -

July 3, 1903. Octagonal
"Cachet du Ligne" of Ligne
C. Sender noted letter

"VOIE FRANCAISE" to catch
the 3rd of the month sail-
ing of the Ligne C vessel,

»
To $t Thowma,

Y i .
al.!u-Ttﬂ;i:i?; painte & Pitre

o :
uF st Prerve
Fovte de Fraes e

o St.Vrncent
s Grrenada

July 21, 1903.
Backstamp. Letter
received at Bordeaux.

Wi LS00



906

6 LIGNE C:DE FORT-DE-FRANCE A CAYE’.NI\IE.Jr 1865-1940
" PARAMARIBO TO PORT OF SPAIN,TRINIDAD
S.S. Maraval ?T'ri'n.id.o.d to New Yotk

July 4, 1906. Letter endorsed '"per
Fr. mail" posted at Paramaribo, Surinam
at 17% cent (an additional 5 cent stamp
is on the reverse,) A steamer of the
Ligne C picked up the letter July 5 at
Paramaribo where the octagonal mark was
struck aboard the ship., Steamers left
Cayenne on the 3rd of the month en
route to Fort de France.

Between 1897 and 1912 the following steamships made this run:
Manoubia, Ville de Tanger, Salvador and Saint-Domingue.

July 9. The Ligne C steamer trans-shipped
the U.S. mails at Trinidad and proceeded on to
Fort de France.

July 13. S.S. Maraval called at Port of
Spain and carried the mails on to New York.

July 26, Thursday, arrived at N.Y. from
Port of Spain, July 13, Maraval (N.Y. Times.)

wit 24 v ‘
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1882 |

WEST

INDIES MAIL

FRENCH PACKETS -LIGNE D de Bordeaovux a Colon

2nd Variant: Viae Venczouela and the French Antilles

S.S. Si-Simon

The new principal Ligne D

started in 1875 and went by way of the Grand Antilles,

from Bordeaux to Colon was originally
In 1879

the 2nd variant was introduced by way of Venezuela and the French

Antilles (see map below,)

- g Ft ‘{E Frﬂﬂc¢

March 8, 1882. Columbian

postal card datelined at Bogota.

March 21. Card in transit at the National Postal Agency, Baran-

quilla, Columbia.

1

—

;
P

Mar. 27. The French
packet Bt,-Simon de-
parted from Colon, |
Panama Mar., 24, and ..}
picked up the mails
at Savanilla on the
27th where this ]
mark was struck,
This Salles 1505
of the type B.21
Graouli with the
large "D Ste= F

is

==

.‘/r
t W f5

g

J« A “‘Ek
(S NION POSTAL _WN

Escribase en seguida la direccio

IVE RSAL (ENUNOE

-t

la vuelta la comunicacion

)

bs ]

S TYLSO0d VIACHYL

Simon was at the
Antilles April
%= and arrived at

Bordeaux Arril 21.

S

WP T
7 r\\{;é_

Lpril 23%. Arrival postmark
at Bern, Switzerland.

U M SO0 Sy i i | i L 11 | .
TG UNION POSTALE UNIVERSE Lﬁg_‘j;?ﬂ“{ﬁ?ﬁ;{fﬁf::% '
\ ; ooz | — : i<
e N Py e : o A

=S _— 'i: e E‘GQ'I:Q‘“BI J?g |
e = IR P A /2
;_H__ a x . ' & by ~ = .-:.\'.f._

=== -



1887

WEST INDIES MAIL SERVICE
FRENCH PACKETS: LIGNE D de Bortdeaux & Colom.

22 Varyiante:Par le Venezuvela et les Amntilles Fro.-nc;;o.ise.s.

o, s e

s

June 26, 1887.
Letter prepaid
by 25 centi-
mos in Venez-
uelan stamps

2 (Scott # 69
//Zﬁ fﬁ\a | and 74) U.P.U,

June 27. Letter handed to
French packet at IaGuayra,
Ligne D, No. 3, the V. MAR
SEILLE, which arrived Ror-
Bordeaux July 21, 1887,

rate to Hamburg
from Caracas.

July 23, 1887. ILetter back-
stamped on arrival at Hamburg. Per-
haps the recipient, Herr Tellschoppe,
tore off the corner card for

future referencelz
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WEST INDIES MAIL
FRENCH PACKETS —LIGNE D— BORDEAUX TO COLON

Steamer Canada - No. |

Feb. 1, 1893. Stamped envelope,
25 centimes, posted at St. Pierre.
Letter travelled to Fort-de-France.

/o BB/
\, ¢ 175 \
' FEVK ' {
:\',- . 9-_: “a ILI_'-
~ "((’

Letter under-
paid by 60 cent- Feb, 17, 1893,
imes (mms. U.L.). Paris "Foreign"
g = Taxe, postage +transit backstamp,
ue.

_( FEVH J
LAY
p R

Feb. 2, 1893, Letter picked
up at port of call of steamer
Canada which left Colon on
Jan. 22, and arrived at
Bordeaux Feb. 16,

y Feb. 19,
BEsTELT Vienna receipt
19.2,.93 backstamp.

8.V

[ipn e 0.6



FRENCH PACKETS -LIGNE D

1893

WEST INDIES MAIL

: Bordeaux & Colon

2m~d Variamt -Par le Venezuela et les Antilles Fran,o.isg_.f.

March 24, 1893.

Letter picked up by the

S8 St. Laurent at Savanilla, she had left

Colon on March 22, and cleared Bordeaux

March 16, 1893.
Letter posted upstreanm
on the Magdelena River
in Columbia and handled
downstream by the "Ser-
vicio Postal Fluvial®,

Backstamped in green
in transit at Barran-
quilla (Savanilla).

April 17, 1893. |
York, England receipt :

backstamp.

Wi 260




5C 29715

Fr Mill

1990 Novus Debut, Inc.

©

1894 ;

o o

FRENCH PALKETS -LIGNE D de Colon & Bordeaux
2nd Variant : Via Venervela and the French Antilles
S.S. Labrador, Bcz.ran.quiilo_ to Puerto Cabello
ATLANTIC & CARIBBEAN STEAM NAVIGATION CO., Red"D"Line

S.5. Venervela ,Puerto Cabello,Veneruela tfo New York

G ik

. '.‘:731!:.\_. i -31
Messrs.

BRIDGEPORT, CONN.

Us 8. A

May 4, 1894. Letter posted in the mountain town
of Medellin, Colombia, paid at the U.P.U. rate of 10
centavos, Issue of 1892, bistre brown on rose.

May 21. Transit backstamp at the port city of
Baranquilla, over 2 weeks after posting at Medellin.

e May 22. S.S. Labrador of the French Ligne D, des-
\2IC A ignated as No. 2 on this voyage, left Colon, arrived
24 \ at Baranquilla (Savanilla) May 24 where this letter
 '} , went aboard, thence on to Puerto Cabello, Venezuela
. where this letter was transferred to a U.S. bound

NGRS ship. Labarador was in the French Antilles June 1

and 2, arrived at Bordeaux June 15.

May 26. S.S. Venezuela of the Red "D" Line
left Puerto Cabellc.

N.Y. Times. Arrived June 6, SS VENEZUELA, Hop-
kins, Puerto Cabello May 26 via La Guayra to
Boulton, Bliss & Dallett. Arrived at the Bar
at 1 A.M. June 6. Bridgeport arrival backstamp.
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