1873

: FORWARDING AGENTS
DREXEL HARJES & C% J.S. MORGAN & C*®
PARIS b LONDON '
Tran satlantic bu] Cunard Line R.M.S. Calabria.

‘Mail forwarded ex-post office in bulk from France to England
may found during the period Jan. 1, 1870 to 1875 to by-pass the
high French rates in favor of the relatively cheap U S.-Britlsh
transatlantic rate of 3d. (6¢) per #-o0z.

Letter originated in Paris where it was forwarded by Drexel
Harjes & Co. by courier to London. Back imprint shows the
correspondent was ataying at the Hotel Meurice 228 Rue de
Rivoli, Paris. :

i i April 1, 1873, Forwarder
s Morgan & Co. put letter
- into mails, paying the rate
~with 3d. postage stamp, Issue
~of 1867, Plate 9, cancelled

by the London East Central
District Office obliterator
(Dubus 270) of the third

. series of the number 88.

R.M.S.. Calabrla CexﬁAuatralasian, renamed), Capt. McMickan,
departed L7pool April 1 and Queenstown April 2. Arrived N.Y.
April 12, N.Y. Times notes, "Apr. 9, lat 45 50 lon- 49 36 passed
an Allan steamer bound Ej 1Tth, 348 mi. E. from Sandy Hook passed
‘a Cunard steamer bound E.,'aame day 329 mi. E from Sandy Hook,
passed a Guion steamer bound E," ; _




[872 73

FORWARDING AGENTS
DREXEL. HARJE S & G J.S. MORGAN & C=©
PARIS LONDON
Transatlantic by Inman Line S.S. City of BrooKiym

;C/Q,/Zé:/w

{| Letter originated in Paris and was forwarded by Drexel Harjes
& Co. to London by courier to avoid the higher French transatlantic
rates of the time,

December 19, 1872, Letter paid by J.S.
Morgan & Co. (who applied their blue oval
backstamp) at the 3d. British-U,S. trans-
atlantic rate per %*-o0z. by a 3d. stamp, Issue
of 1867, Plate 9, The 3d. rate was effective
Jan. 1, 1870 to July 1, 1875. Cancellation
was applied at the London East Central office
(Dubus 261a) by one of a series numbered 71
to 88 with date stamps, this being of the 3rd set identified pri-
marily from the predecessors by the notches of the horizontal
bars at top and bottom of the number circle.

S.8. City of Brooklyn, Capt. Tibbits, a 2911 ton Inman Liner,
departed from Liverpool Dec. 19 and Queenstown the 21st where this
letter was put aboard with the London and Irish meils.

Jan, 4, 1873, Seturday. City of Brooklyn arrived at New York
to John G. Dale, N.Y. Times reports: Experienced strong westerly
gales and high sea most of the voyage; Jan, 3, PM, stopped off the
Light-ship in a dense fog.



FORWARD]NG AGENTS
HOTTINGER &(HE_

Paris

Aug. 23, 1867,
Letter paid to
France at 4 d..
(red note) in cash
at the Lombard
Street Foreign
Office, London,

s L
24\ e

CEOU?* 1 Q} .. 3
R¥ ST/ A

Aug. 24. French
entry mark, Ambul-
ant (RR) at Calais.
French accepted the
letter as paid and
marked it PD,

o
b

RES‘Q’ s

— 3 e,

/ ACHEMINE \
Par H’JTT}Nﬁbh afca'-:-

- Aug. 24.

{

was held at Poste Restante (Gemeral Delivery).
forwarding agents Hottinguer & Cie retrieved it from

N & Q.' . .: 1 o o nm—
RCRyY 2 B (/ Sh m\
: 3

#’333575 ‘-LI.QHJB'I

Paris arrival backstamp where the letter
The

there, deleted their name and struck their oval com-
pany mark on the back. They readdressed the letter
to another Paris address, paid the forwarding local
postage and put it into the mail.

Auge. 24. Letter received at Rue d'Enghien, The

indistinct cancellation on the stamp is the Paris
Star No. 4 of Rue d'Enghien,



. .% -
® { 186 4
| ~ FORWARDING "AGENTS
Heath & Co,Londonr

Messino_, Sic.f'l\.’ o U.S. via En_qlo_nd.
CUNARD LINE R.M.S. As.ic

June 18, 1864. Letter datelined at Messina and carried to London by

courier to expedite transatlantic handling by the forwarding agent Heath
& Co.

June 24. iondon Forwarding Agent Heath & Co. struck their oval backstamp and put letter
into the mail unpaid. U.S. debited for 16¢ Sea (British Packet) + 3¢ British Inland = 19¢.
under the U.S.-British Treaty of 1848 rates.

June 25. R.M.S. Asia, Cunard Line, departed From Liverpool, touched at
Queenstown the 26th where this letter went on board.

July 7. BAsia arrived at Boston, N.Y. mails bulked thence by rail where
mail processed the 8th. Treaty rate of 24¢ due in gold, also could be paid by

depreciated paper currency at the day's gold/paper ratio of 2.0 x 24¢ =

%§_¢o

for ©fLAa



| 1858

FORWARDING AGENTS

GEORGE
LONDON

BERLIN
STADTPOST-EXPVI]

12258

Feb., 12, 1858. Letter posted paid from
Berlin to "Alfred P. Rockwell ¢/o the for-
warding agents George Peabody & Co.,
Bankers, London, Prepaid 7 silbergrosch-
en as shown in red mss, i

George Peabody & Co. readdressed
letter to 9 Bolton St., Piccadilly,
impressed their stamp on the reverse
of the letter and added the Penny
red stamp.

Feb., 15. Letter received
at London as a PAID letter
to George Peabody & Co.

DN
Qg| Na = =
FE I5 2745

Feb. 15 (Dubus 23a).
Large 4 and small LONDON-
EC cancel on 1d. Uniform
penny rate used by forward-
ing agent to send letter on

to Piccadilly.

PE ABODY &Co

FoRk oSG0

A
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U S TO LONDON_FORWARDED TO PARIS
CUN AIRD LINE R.M.S. America

FOHUQrd;hg Agent
Geo rge F‘ecxboc‘.\’ X Co.T Londor

B.?Dd B‘T?'4

September 8, 1857. A letter posted at Northampton, Mass. and paid
at the 24¢ U.S.-British Treaty of 1848 rate by a pair of the 12¢ imperfor-
ated Tssue of 1851, cancelled by a grid of bars.

September 9. Transit backstamp at the Boston Exchange Office. Britain
was credited with 16¢ Sea (British Packet) + 3¢ British Inland = 19¢.
R.M.S. America, Cunard Line, departed from Boston this date for Liver-
pool.

\

| : ' - - <47 >=

A YNDON ==

September 20. America arrived at Liver-—
pool, arrival backstamp at London September
21. This letter was addressed care of
George Peabody & Co., London who acted as
poste restante and forwarding agents.

September 21. George Peabody & Co.
lost no time in forwarding this letter by
deleting their address and adding that of
Munroe & Co. of Paris. They paid the 4d. rate to France (P.0. Guide of
May 1856) by applying the 4d. Issue of 1857 over the U.S. stamps. This
was cancelled by the London Tnland Office obliterator "42" (Dubus 330b).
Letter was posted at the Throgmorton St. receiving house, backstamp.

September 22. French entry mark at
Ccalais, Ambulant (T.P.0.) and same day
arrival mark at Paris.
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U.s. TO LONDON_,FOI?VVAPDED TO PARIS

GUNARD LINE

R.M.S Amecrica
F’orwardlnq Aqen{*
Ge{)rqe Pec}_bodg & C0.7C_Ond.0h.




1856

FORWARDING AGENTS
Mac LEAN,MARIS & CO.,, LONDON
CUNARD LINE

RECEVED & FORWARDED
BY
YOUR MOST 08T SERVLE

MACLEAN, MARIS & C2
LONDON

June 12, 1856. Letter datelined Paris, sent in bulk to Lon-
don, care forwarding agents MaclLean, Maris & Co, who struck their
backstamp and put letter unpaid into the mails at London., This
mark used 1848 to 1861 (R.F. 1).

June 13%.
Receipt at
Foreign Unit
of the 01d
Lombard S5t.
P.0., London,
forwarded to
Liverpool.
Debit to U.S.
16¢ Sea + 3¢
British In-

June 14.
R.M.S. Asia
departed from
L'pool for
NIY.

June 27.
Asia arrived
New York,
Exchange Off-
ice mark show
ing 24¢ due,
the UnS. e
British 1848
Treaty rate.
U.S. retained
5¢ for U.S.
Internal

postage.




SHIP LETTERS OF THE EARLY 1800'S

by
Arthur White

To the postal historian comes the thrill of holding history
in his hand, to realize a tattered and ageing letter has beat west-
ward in an early 12th century sailing ship out of Sumatra, to know
the hand of the captain who penned it has held sextant to sun in
the rolling Indian Ocean south of the Tropiec of Capricon, and to
feel the qui@ﬁ% almost matter-of-fact, resolve in the telling of
trouble at sea at a time when ships disappeared into the depths
on a daily basis.

By a fortunate circumstance of postal rating many entire
letters have come down through the years to enable not only the
postal historian, but the general history student to read, document,
enjoy and relive the events of the past in a first-hand manner.

This "fluke" of postal rating stems from early times when letters
were rated on a "single sheet" basis, which said that the postal
system or courrier would be compensated based upon the number of
single sheets the letter contained, two "sheets" taking double the
rate, 3 sheets triple the rate, and so forth in progression. An
envelope qualified as an additiomal "sheet', thereby requiring an
additional rate. The thrifty people of those days circumvented this
additional charge (not to mention the cost of an envelope) by merely
folding their letters into neat packets and applying the address to
the outside of the folded letter. Thus, we today have a nice package
consisting not only of the preserved letter, but also the address
and all postal markings, route stamps, rates, and other matters of
great interest to the postal history student. Had an envelope heen

used, only the contents would have been filed away, as is usually



SHIP LETTERS - 2

done with modern correspondence, thus destroying the postal mark-
ings. Many of the surviving letters (or "entires" as they are
known) come from the file drawers of business correspondence.

Such is our cover now under study, Fig. 1, and we will analyze

Fig. 1.

this entire letter from the rates and markings standpoint, but first
will call attention tep the contents, written by a salty sea farer in
Batavia (now Jarkata, Indonesia) to his employers who were halfway
around the world in Boston.

Captain Gorham T. Bassett had sailed his ship, the Chilo, out
of Boston, with a load of New England ice insulated with sawdugt for
delivery to the sub-tropical port of Batavia, first stopping at Sing-
apore, Unfortunately, he doesn't give his departure date from Eoston;
but doés give us clues as to his route., Traditionally, our sailing
vessels went down the Atlantic coast to a point off Brazil, then

rode the "Roaring Forties"” down to a point southwest of the Cape of

*
Lattitudes of 40°S subject to strong westerly winds.

Good Hope, then northeast around the Cape. The good captain's

letter mentions damage from "a strong breeze" off that tiny dot of
an island, Tristan da Cunha, halfway between “outh America and Africa
and right on the qaﬁring forties route. Trouble strikes again at
609°E. Long. ILat 40°3,, putting the Chilo in the Tndian Ocean 1500
miles southeast of Nad%géar on her long tack about the Cape of Good

Hope.



SHIP LETTERS - 3

Upon eventual arrival at Ratavia our doughty Captain Bassett
saw need to bring the Chilo's owners up to date, and penned the
letter we have under study. Naturally, most early commercial mail
of this nature deals mainly with staid business matters, bhut occassiom-
ally a gleam of romance shines through, and lets us feel some of the
adventure and danger of early sea travel. Our not too modest capt-
ain was quick to tell his emplovers that all was not easy on the
bounding main of 1846, but that he, Captain Rassett, was equal to
the challenges.,

(Here follows Capt. Bassett's letter),
via Singapore Ratavia November 30th,1846
Messrs R.C, lackay and I.P. Coolidge
Boston
Gentlemen:

Have now the pleasure to inform you of the safe arrival
of the Ship Chilo at this port on the 13th inst. - I have
had a very tedious time out but can congratulate myself
with the satisfaction of knowing that I have made as quick
a passage as any of the ships from IMNew York except the

"Tartar'™® and she only beat me two days to "Anger". I found

%*
Note: The CSPM collection of Hong Kong has a 1835 cover

carried aboard the Tartar.

the ships rigging very bad all the backstays fore and aft
have parted many times and in a strong breeze off Tristan
de Achuma (sic) the main topmast stay parted and Sprung the
head of the maintopmast badly. T secured it as well as

possible with Iron Stanchons from between decks and the gin



SHIP LETTERS - 4

Chain but in 60°Long. ILat. 4095 in a blow it went entirely
and was obliged to send up another - the topmast trusselliers
fore and aft eventually gone and was obliged to get a new
topmast and trusselliers and top Gall backstay at Singapore
but shall endeavor to make the expense as small as possible,
the pumps are as bad as ever full of gravel.veeeseccse
(The balance of the letter goes into business matters,
including the captain's opinion that the "Ice experiment!
was a poor one, and that he had disposed of his cargo of
ice and sawdust at what he felt was a wash-out figure.)
Discharging Ice at this port is very difficult and
there being many ships here can get only a portion of the
Lighters and as it is in the NW monsoon season sometimes for
two or three days the Lighters camnot get off, however I have
succeeded very well thus far having landed the last lighter of
Ice yesterday and most of the sawdust....e.
I remain, yours Respectfully
forham T, Bassett

"lacassar'" is now a free Port.

The outside, address, portion of our letter is of even

greater interest, particularly to the student of postal history.

In addressing his letter, Captain Tacsett knew well of the relat-

ive speeds of the postal routes of the day. In 1846 mail from

remote parts of the far East could either be sent by any home-

going ship to be dropped off by the ship's captain upon touching

port in the United States (a so-called "Ship Letter"), or it

could be sent through the lMediterranean ~“ea by wa% of the Overland

route across Egypt from Suez to Alexandria, thence to Marseilles



SHIP LETTERS - 5

and across France to London. The former route was only as fast
as a sailing ship could go, probably 180# days to New Vork or
Boston. The Overland Route had the advantage of speed. Vou will
note that the letter was addressed to T.ondon in care of the well-
known commercial house and forwarding agents, lMessrs. Baring
Brothers & Co. While not proved by any markings on the cover, this
letter was probably handled at Ratavia by a ship or forwarding
agent who bundled the letter with others to various destinations
to take maximum advantage of the bulk rate, sending all in one
parcel to Baring Bros., who broke bulk and forwarded the letters
on individually.

The "Overland Route" specified by Capt. Bassett would entail
getting the letter to Singapore, where ii would be picked up by
a P, & 0, Steamer, which would transport it across the Indian Ncean
by way of Bombay and thence across the Red Sea to the Gulf of Aden
and up to Suez. The mail there had to go overland as the que£
Canal was still, in 1846, some 23 years in the future. A furthur
complication was the fact that no railroad had yet been built (the
first railroad from Cairo to Alexandria was completed in 1855 and
extended to Suez in 1868), thus, the mail had to travel across the
desert from Suez to Cairo weaving and bobbing d@n woodefi boxes on
the backs of camels, then down the Nile in a boat to AjﬁF where it
was transferred to horse-drawn canal boats for the nine hour trip
through the lMahmoudieh Canal to Alexandria. FHere the mails went
by French or British Packet to Marseilles, then across France to
Bolougne and then across the English Channel to Folkstone and on
to London.

It will be noted that the first postal marking on the letter



SHIP ILETTERS - 6

was at London, Feb. 1, 1847, thus the letter was 2 months to
the day in getting from Batavia to T.ondon.

The letter, when received on Peb. 1, 1847, by Baring ?ros.;
was taken by them in the capacity of a Forwarding Agent to the
old Lombard Street Office of the G.P.0. in I.ondon where they
deleted their name and paid the transatlantic packet rate of 1
shilling, which was noted in red (1/-) on the face of the cover.
Baring Bros. charged lfackay and Coolidge's account for the 1 sh.
In 1847 there were no postal treaties between the U.S. and Brit-

ain, and mail sent by British Packet, while "paid" in Britain,

was only paid to the port of arrival as far as the U.3. was concer-

ned, whereafter they treated it as a "ship letter", i.e., incoming
by private ship with no Post Office contract to carry the mail.

The London postal clerk stamped the letter with the llaltese
Cross paid marking of the Lombard Street office (L.53.). It was
then sent on to Liverpool, where it received on Feb. 2, the owal
transit mark of the Liverpool Packet Office,

Upon arrival in Boston (on Feb. 20, 1847, as noted in the
docket mark made by the recipient) the letter was, as mentioned
above, treated as a sShip letter. From 1799 to Feb. 27, 1861, all
incoming ship letters were rated at 6¢ due from the recipient, if
a letter was addressed to the port of arrival. Otherwise, normal
zone mileage rates applied, plus a 2¢ ship letter charge. The
rate due was indicated at Boston by stamping the incoming letter

*
with the "SHIP" in an arc over "6" handstamp (RBlake 274 ) in red,

*Blake, MeCsy Postal lMarkings of Boston, Severn-Wylie-Jewett Co.,

Portland, Me., 1949, Pg. 48.




SHIP IETTERS - 7

Fig. 2.

Another entire letter (Fig. 2) in the author's collection
illustrates the same marking in a purer usage, namely, a letter
written January 29, 1827, at Palermo, Italy and handed to the
captain of the ship Pharos (manuscript note lower left). Again,
upon arrival at Boston the Blake type 274 handstamp was applied
for 6¢ due for a Ship Tetter addressed to the port of arrival.

From the study of early covers comes many rewarding moments,
and the student always feels the thrill of proving a rate or
verifying a route by the markings found on 19th Century mail.

Again, from the careful study of covers additional knowledge can .
be added to the repository of postal history lore. An early article
in the CSPM Bulletin will disclose a contribution to the field of
Maritime Postal History as a result of a study now being made of the

covers contained in the CSPM Hong Kong ®ollection.

END



1846

FORWARDING AGENTS BARING BROTHERS & CO.
LONDON

One of the prime uses of Forwarding Agents was to effect
an economy in mail transmission. This letter was written on
Nov. 30, 1846 at Batavia (now Jarkata, Indonesia) and sent
either by private ship or in a parcel with other letters to
London "care of Messrs. Baring Brothers & Co.", who deleted
their name and forwarded the letter to Boston as a paid packet
letter. Savings was thus the expensive trip Batavia-London,
although it took over 2 months.

AN

4
J&mn“ﬂﬂé

=
v d PR P S & {'

Feb. 1, 1847. Feb. 2, 1847.
Lombard St., London, Liverpool transit.
paid receipt mark. 1 shilling (mms.)

Y e racket letter rate,
V1 BN prepaid to U.S. Port
0/ m'\\‘- of Arrival.
L
Boston "ship" charge of Note: See following sheet for
6¢ due for Brit. packet letter interesting contents of

addressed to U.S. port of arrival, this letter.



TRANSATLANTIC MAIL |
SHIP LETTER '

SHIP YAZOO FOT‘WQ.Td.i'h.C’ Agent
CooiesB.CoﬂLondon

Feburary 17, 1840, Letter datelined at New VYork. It was
directed YAZQO, referring to the private Ship Yazoo, 677 tons,
built 1833 at New York, first registry Oct. 25, 1833. She
later became a packet of the New Orleans Louisiana & New York
Line. She made her first New Orleans run leaving N.Y. March
26, 1841, arriving New Orleans April 27.

The Yazoo, Captain Trask, sailed March 2, 1840 with this let=-
‘ter from New York to Liverpool (She returned arriving at New
York June 5, 1840).

Sender noted on reverse "Messrs. Coates & Co. will please for-
ward this letter & chge to W.S. & S." . (Wight, Sturgis & Shaw.)

This letter is a "duplicate" letter. It notes "Orig. pr Sil-
vie de Grasse". The Silvie de Grasse was a 641 ton ship of the
0ld Line Packets, New York to Havre. She had cleared New York
for Havre Feb. 15, 1840, a normal routing for Leghorn (Livorno),
Italy.

LIVERPOOL
SHIPLETTER

S o

April 6, 1840, Letter arrived at L'pool
as a Ship Letter (Robertson S.14) and went

on to London to Messrs. Coates & Co. who April 6, Coates & Co.
paid the 8 pence standard ship letter rate put letter back into mail
charged after 1840 regardless of port of and paid- 1sh.?7d. (1/7 in
entry. They deleted the "8&" before for— red mss.) rate to Sardin-
warding the letter. ian border. Backstamp.
as GL & : ‘r |
A VI ADODTT @ ;
K-’f/iv’fr o | PWBE_}{%\?()IIS]:I j\pH 1 Lﬁ; !

40 :
QM o Letter transit 18].;0

s at the French- '
April 8. Transit at Cal- |

Sardinian Exchange April 15, Arrival
ais, The small 2's show the Office at Pont Di backstamp at Leghorn.
mark was struck at Paris, Beauvoisin, Sardinian postage of |

12 decimes due as peﬂ
mss. mark,




For ©19,0

A



| 1834

FORWARDING AGENTS
Ship Yazoo HOTTINGUER & Co.
FHAVRE

Originally penned to reach the packet of the 24th, this letter
from Havre was delayed by the writer until July 30, 1834, where-
in he says, "My dear John I have allowed one packet to pass with-
out sending this letter..." Endorsed on the face "Packet of the
1st". The packet ship Charlemagne departed Aug. 1 from Havre, but
letter missed this packet based on N.Y. arrivals. Charlemagne
arrived N.Y. Sept. 5. Planned departure dates of the Havre-N.Y,
packets after Aug. 1 were:

Silvie de Grasse Depart Havre Aug. 8. Arrived N.Y. Sept. 19
Poland n . LAuget 164 " " Sept, 20-21.

i

P3
._'?é'wm vhel &
Hottinguer &2
A Farre?

5= S D -

Forwarding agent Hottinguer & Co. struck their spectacular
handstamp (RF 2) on the back and put this letter aboard the
private trader, the Ship Yazoo, outbound from Havre for New
York. The letter did not go aboard one of the regular Havre
packets.

Sept. 13, 1834, The Shipping & Commercial List (N.Y.)
records the arrival on Sept. 12 of the Ship Yazco, Captain
Packard, at New York from Havre, Letter rated at Act of
March 3, 1825 zone rate, 150 to LOO miles at 18-3/L¢ single
X 2 (double letter) = 37%¢ + 2¢ Ship Letter charge = 393¢
due as shovn in red manuscript.
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1837

FORWA RDING AGE NT )
'_ HERNANDEZ & ! BASDEN
e MATANZAS CUBA

SHI P LET'TER BOST’ON

MATA'N'Z.AS

3, _
A o
Yanpeo g B

- Letter received at Boston
and marked with the rate of

~ July 1, 1837, Letter 6¢ due from recipient, namely,
handed to outgoing ship o the Ship Letter Rate for a
captain at llatanzas, Cuba letter addressed to the Port

by forwarding agen't.s, of Entry. :
Hernandez & Basden. ; . WJuly 29,1837, Briq Iohn qud Edward Cofpb

— Cocdon, Arrived &7‘_&%_&“

FoR ols,o



Ship Yazoo

1834

FORWARDING AGENTS

HOTTINGUER & Co.
HAVRE

Q

LI ¥

o
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0 R FORWARDING AGENTS
. SHIP LETTER 350 - EMERSONA NORWOOD
L NEVCXORK L LT ~ HAVRE

3 Sepbember 13, 1835 Letter datallned at Genﬁva Switzarland
--wand posted under separate cover to Le Havre, France, where it
_;ﬁa& forwardéd to New_Yorkiby"tﬁe forwarding agents Emerson LI
_ OrWOOd- L L ; LN . Y S : .2 o, N Ky T

Oct. 27.
‘Letter rat-

: ;iip-mi' .
Vo, ‘ omi
//A/i;f r{;f aane

: ZSHIP"& : i

C%fa;r' 'LETTER at
$= - New York,
S e M = 8 Bk o 1T
~ Sept. 25, 1835. Letter transit ' _ 3, 1825 rates for a letter 80-
at Havre. P.P. = Port Payee, i.e. . 150 miles of 123¢ + 2¢ Ship Lre
paid to the port in France. ! . charge = 14i¢;_0riginally rated in
HAVRE SECOND LINE nce, P.D. error 150-400 miles, 18 3/L¢ + 2¢ =
from Havre Sept. 24§%ﬁ$1J§ ct.27,1835 ?Q i - Tks whe) qelalbeny

Capt. Funck.
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. to New York at the

IB34 35

_ FORWARDING AGENTS
JOHIN CHARLE S ERNENPUTSCH: HENRI MEINEL

NEW YORK S H AVRE
Pthef-aJp Su“g. HAVRE OLDlJNE|whrUWONLNE
G th FeBrc 20

poich ZJ

Nov, 27, 1834. Letter
datelined at Bath, Pa.
and paid into the poat
on Dec, 2., It was paid

double letter rate, 80
to 150 miles, Act of

1825. Only manuscript |
postal markings are re- .
corded for Bath. ]

Dec. 8. VESSELS UP
FOR FOREIGN PORTS:
Havre:

Ship Sully, Forbes,9
North River, 8th Dec.
J.J. Boyd -

Ship Rhone, Rockatt,

9 N.R., Zuth Dec.

Letter was addressed
to the New York for-
warding agent J.C.
Ernenputsch, who del-
eted his name and
deposited the letter
into the Ship Letter
bag of the 0ld Line
packet Sully (Rhone
sailing of Dec. 24
was too late for a
Jan., 7 arrival at Havre,

January 7, 1835. Sully arrived at Le Havre where
this letter was handled by the forwarding agent Henri
Meinel who added his manuscript backnote: Havre le

? Janvr 1835/ par Henri Meinel (R.F. 1), He forward-
ed it on to Jena in the German duchy of Sax Weimar,
French marked it in red Correspondence Francais 4th
Rayon (a rating zone designation). l

January 15, Docket notes arrival at Jena. 13% 1
decimes credit to France, 21 neugroschen collect on f
delivery. |

Fog




Jena in the duchy of Saxe

| 1833

FORWARDING AGENTS [
|

JOHN CHARLES ERNENPUTSCH HENRI MEINEL |
NEW YORK - HAVRE |
Packet Ship Charles Carroll HAVRE SECOND LINE

Jan. 26, 1833. Letter datelined at Bath, Pennsylvania and went 37
"by favor" to New York, addressed to the well known forwarding agent ‘
Ernenputsch, The deleted address reads: To Mr. J. Charles Ernen=- ' ]
putsch/ New York/ Nr. 10 Hannover Street. »

The forwarding agent added "Via Havre" and dropped the letter in
the Ship Letter bag of the packet ship Charles Carroll, Capt, Lee,
which departed from N,Y. for Havre Feb. 1, 1833, (N.B,: Ship
Charlmagne, Pierce, de- T — : '
parted Feb, 8, too late
for this letter, which
would make a passage of
only 13 dats, N.Y. to
Havre,

C-F-4R
Feb. 21 Arrival of the

Charles Carroll at Havre,
Letter was forwarded to

Wagmar (sic) in Germany
by the forwarding agent
Henri Meinel who added his
forwarding agent's notation =
on the reverse (R.F. 1). (o

Feb, 28. Docket notes
arrival at Jena. 9% dec-
imes credit to France, 14i
neugroschen due, :

Red handstamp C°FeleR
signifies Correspondence
Francais Lth Rayon. The
term "rayon" denoted a
distance rating zone from
France to Germany.




tter dateline

: at Phlladelphia
-May 16, was posted-
=he@h Bath on: the-2tst
“It was paid ty New
UYork &t the singl:

letter rate, 80 to.
£.150. miles,. Act of:
-i-1825-at. la%a. ‘Only -
-%~manﬁscript PﬁBt&I




18§ 29

FORWARDING AGENTS HENRI MEINEL
' HAVRE, FRANCE

The most universally employed use of forwarding was
irregular. Many parts of the world had no regular packet
service. Letters were solicited by ship captains who would
deliver them for a fee to the next landfall nearer the mail's
ultimate destination. Many times forwarding agents would
handle these letters en route, and direct the mail onward by
the fastest or cheapest route.

W - Letter writ-
N e d \ ten at Genoa,
- ,. : Ko P At Italy 1 Jan.,
z N : 1829, Taken
\ e _ by private
N 3 ship to Havre,
e France and
2 handed to-
H, Meinel,

e e A il forwarding
& ’H':;.:ﬂf/’:‘“@ . ;. . . /___‘ go// agent.

Arrival mark
at New York
where letter

: ! was rated as = |
- _ a "Ship" letter.

Rate (Act of
Mar. 3, 1825)
. i of 20-3/4 ¢
_ due, computed,
e ﬁgY. TO Salem
. 0-400 miles
v RO MR S S zone rate:18-3/4

: S Ship Letter -
¢$%211ﬁ1a/’/£1 7zi&ﬁ£§;1.7ﬁf charge f;%£§k4
‘2 Pors fecnol Feb. 16, 1829. T

Letter handled by
forwarding agent Henri Meinel,
Hayre, who made this notation.
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FORWARDING AGENTS
Ship

FPetersen & Mensch , New York

Havre — Second Ltne Packe t

Forwarder:

November 14, 1828.
agents Petersen & Mensch at New York.

Shipping and Commercial Tist, N.Y., Sat. Nov. 8, 1828.
Havre- Ship Don Quixote, Whitall, 15th Nov. - Crassons & Boyde.
LETTER OFFICE, NEW EXCHANGE: Don Quixote...Havre, 15th Nov.

Novenber 15. Forwarding Agent backstamp
(N.L. Rowe). Letter handed unpaid into the
Ship Ietter office by the forwarder.

NEW YORK

November 15. PETERSEN

sailed for Havre.

Packet Ship Don Quixote

EM ) A
g A L.) { ‘ 7

e d f”(rf ‘?

Jf P /{//f‘[// o
/9 oy
olc) RS
828 / N2 T

N — g
December 4. //

Don Quixote arriv-

ed at Havre. This
letter was received

ags a Ship Letter, ’*‘

indicated by PAYS
OUTREMER (Overseas
Countries). It was
rated at 15 decimes
collect, being the A\
Ship Letter charge :
plus the inland

postage, Havre to

Bordeaux.

letter dated at Philadelphia and sent under cover to the forwarding
Tetter is endorsed: p Havre packet/ fr. N. York/15 Nov.

VESSELS UP FOR FOREIGN PORTS:

Don Quixote

LETTER BAGS AT THE SHIP

ob o 128
&MENSCH

e PR O

2 -
.-. > [ 22 rlr AT S
# 2

= o

E /! j e r‘/sf_/:'//’ o
_’) i

e




1828 |

FORWARDING AGENTS
C.GRISAR & W.J. MARSILY
ANTWERP

January 25, 1828. Letter datelined at Antwerp and is from a
homesick Newburyporter seeking information and news from Captain
William Graves of the American Ship Calumet.

T C A D
.- GRISARY:

Letter handled by the -fyf""*““_a}@f\
Antwerp (Anvers) for- 5 /4; Einuﬂtuyss“\gx I
warding agents C.Grisar :E’ de /.@}

& W.J. Marsily who e S ' k NAVIRES &
appiied their quite  ANTWERPE N el HEZ
spectacular handstamp ‘4$My!§ji§,,f

on the reverse,

. =
¥

Letter marked
by the French
Exchange Bur-
eau at Paris
AED = Affran-

chie a 1'et-
ranger jusqu'
a destination

(Noel 1727) or
Foreign paid
to destination.
Red AV is a
monogram for
Affranchie
Verifee (Pay-
ment verified).

Jan. 31, Arrival backstamp at Havre. We wonder if
Capt. Graves gave the homesick young man news of "Who is
dead/ who is married/ how many churches have been built/
or if the bridge is done?", quoting from the letter.

— — — e ———————— —— - — —]

v Ol 068 0



1818

FORWARDING AGENTS

LIVERPOOL TO MONTREAL BOORMAN & JOHNSTON

Via New York New York

January 22, 1818. Letter datelined at Liverpool and endors-
ed at lower left on face:
"Messrs. Boorman & Johnston
N. York"
which firm acted as forwarding agents.

-7
- A f (T L
_.,/_,'./ -,'"/.ff""l“/ /(}[’ Flr _‘1-‘_1__/_',4'_/_’ Iz"f;:!
Ko 7
Z ;o . -~
o y 5=
{/L‘(,( bt prpem Aot Lotzy
¢ /
i //"Z:-'.T'Ju\./ﬁ'-,.”,/_'}’{
Af i .
e
- & i iy
//J('/)z-; i S , 7 ” 4;?
A s

March 18, 1818. Letter received at New York "by favor" or
ex-post office and forwarded unpaid to Montreal, Boorman &
Johnston added their manuscript endorsement on the reverse
(yrmobds = "your most obedient servants").

Mo 5

7, MAR M/ / = ¥ /

1& 4 / < . 5 \ iy

March 18, 1818. Letter posted unpaid at New York to Montreal.
A triple letter (3 sheets), it was rated at the U.S. Act of 1816
rates of 150-400 miles, N.Y. to Canadian Border of 183¢ x 3 =
554¢ as shown in manuscript. To this was added the June 1, 1792
Canadian rates, border to Montreal of 201 to 300 miles at 10d.
sterling per single sheet x 3 = 30d. sterling.

These rates were converted into Canadian currency, as follows:

Currency
55%4¢ U.S. at 24¢ per shilling = 2 sh. 3%d.
30d, (2 sh, 6d.) sterling = 2 sh. 9%d.
Total =-5rghs T da

Total of 5 shilling 1 penny was shown as 5N1, to be collected
from the recipient.,



1818 |
7 j |
FORWARDING AGENTS _ |

LIVERPOOL TO MONTREAL BOORMAN & JOHNSTON |
Via. New York New York !




¢

O

«

1819

TRANSATLANTIC MAIL
SHIE LETTER FORWARDING AGENT |
MAURY & LATHAM of Liverpool

ILondon, December 18, 1819. ILetter written at London '
and forwarded by private carrier to Liverpool.

W e

e < v el 45 Y. 0L %

%’M Yare ‘ - e |

./f(auq Y ! .,-:./c:x’.%cm .,’I'L.f_.]vEl??ooh |

Mary - ba? e |

Maury and Latham
of Liverpool for-
warded letter to
Boston as a Ship .
TLetter. They applied
this beautiful strike
of their forwarding
handstamp: "Forwarded
by Your OBedlent

%ervents
— e e By .

AN X

& D SHIP C g

(’z FE R il nd 2% A

I‘. - L :- i) .3"1:: {{t}\,’ W
Feb. 6, 1820. letter received at Manuseript rate of 204¢ due
New Vork and passed into Domestic from recipient, being inland
U.S. mails to Boston. rate of 184¢ single 150-400

miles (Act of April 9, 1816)
plus 2¢ Ship Letter charge.

BLACK BALL LINE,Packet Ship Albion, Capt.Williams, arrived Feb. 6,1819

from Liverpooi.



(820 - 1870'S
THE FORWARDING AGENTS

INTRODUCTION

A century and more ago postal communication between many parts
of the world was either nonexistant or unreliable. Certain countries
had reciprocal treaties for the exchange of mail, but it was not
until the U.P.U. was formed in 1875 that anythin approaching inter-
national agreement was reached.

Letters to a foreign country could be sent in those early days
either (1) by the official postal service or (2) by privaté means
of communication. However, the official postal system concerned
itself with the internal mails and, except for the British, made
little, if any, efforts to exchange mail beyond its borders.

To send a letter by private means was simple if one lived at
a seaport where a letter could be handed directly to a sea captain.
If one lived inland, however, or had no way of contacting a ship's
captain, it was necessary to use an intermediary. It was at this
point that the Forwarding Agent entered the picture.

Another function of the Forwarding Agent was to circumvent the
official postal charges, which were often very high. Thus, the
Forwarding Agent, by utilizing the private services of a ship's
captain could direct mail onward at the lower '"ship letter'" rates.

Many times letters were sent in bulk to a Forwarding Agents'
address to take advantage of the maximum weight allowed under the
official postal rates. The Forwarding Agent then forwarded the
individual letters on to the addressees at the much lower inland
local rates.

As correspondence was the lifeblood of commerce, the function
of the Forwarding Agent-was a valuable one. Also, due to the
hazards of early travel, many time letters were sent in duplicate
or even triplicate by different ships to ensure safe transmission
of information. Again, the monetary savings by utilizing the
cheaper rates sought out by the Forwarding Agents was often con-
siderable.

shipping agents, merchants, bankers, brokers, consular officials,
tavern keepers, express companies and private citizens are but a
few of the types that acted as forwarding agents. A number of
firms specialized in forwarding letters as part of their normal
business, e.g., Harndens, Gilpins Exchange and Hudsons News Room.

The earliest recorded example of a forwarding agent's endorse-
ment is that of Ezekiel Wright of London in 1673. By far the great-
est number of forwarding agents operated in the period 1820 - 1860.
Very few were in operation after 1870.

Marking identifying handling by Forwarding Agents include
handstamps, manuscript notations or adhesive labels. Many letters
can only be classed as forwarded letters by deduction or contents,



Novembér T 1855
‘to the fwarding ‘agent G.A
nkis Prapaid/ Pr. 8 Vamer

i"quember al.

15 decimes Cééi)mdueﬁ snown An’
ipt-handstamg Ased. by. the |
mFrench?szt*erfiee\

mS Bo Marlenz Ferwarder -ati-

“Charleston: endorsed 1etter

Tpr. Marion, T N.Y. Times: Arr.
. N.Yo Nove 6,: steamship Marion,

;. f?Foster Charleston, aa hours,
g ;f~to Spefford 111esan & Co. 3; 5

Fol- 033, 0



1843

SHLP LETTER
FORWARDING AGENT SQUTTER & BELL
NORFOLK , VA .

llarch 3, 1843. Illatamzas, Mexieo. Letter handed to Captain
Morier of the ship Denmark, who on arrival at first U.S5. Port
handed it to Forwarding Agent at Norfolk, Va. Iatter posted it
unpaid into the regular post at Norfolk For Bath, !faine.

Manuscript notation
on reverse by For-
warding Agent:

Forwarded hy

Vr.0bt.5vts.
Soutter & Bell

Norfolk,Va.Mch 16th
1843

SHIP

Mar. 16, 1843,
Letter accepted as an
unpaid Ship TLetter,
2'7¢ due from recipient,
25¢ over 400 mile

rate plus 2¢ ship
gratuity to the
captain.

i

-

Shipping & Commercial List (N.Y.) records arrival of the Brig Denmark
at Norfolk on March 16.1843 fram Matanzas,confirming notation on cover,



January 1, 1841. Letter headed at Vera
Cruz, Mexico, and handed to correspondent
who carried it ex-post office to New Orleans.

1841

FORWARDING AGENTS
SCHMIDT & CO.
New Orleans.

SCHMIDT&Co

New oguead®

Frorwarding
Agent Smidt &
Co. at N'Orleans
handed letter
to a ship's
captain headed
for kngland.

LIVERPOOL
SHIPLETTER

Letter
arrived L'pool
where "SHIP
LETTERY hand-
stamp was
apprlied. After

1840 a uniform
géﬁi 4ﬁfi§/29 CJ// ship letter
2 charge of 84,
per % ounce

pervailed, re-
gardless of

'ﬂ » /?/77/ rxa

w4 \\ March 15, 1841. Letter received at
5SMR | 5) London and rated as a double ship letter.

8d. x 2 = 16d. or 1sh./ 4d. (mms.).



1863

: FORWARDING AGENTS

HAITI TO PLYMOUTH MASS. VIA NEW YORK |

:  HUBBARD & STEENCKEN
Pmtgypnmm?Hmh § 0

Sept. 1, 1863. Letter datelined at Cape Haytien by Timoleon
Dupuy who directionally*endorsed letter "pr Steamer v1a Purt au

Prince"

Estimated 2 days (Sept. 3) from Cape
Haytien to Port au Prince. The forwsrd-
ing agents Hubbard & Steencken struck
their blue oval (R.F. 5) and sent letter

~ onward by steamer.

: New York steamer arrivals from the Caribbean area
. after Sept, 7 are: i |

Sept. 10,"53 Patapsco, Hott from Havana

Sept. 11. SS Evening Star, Bell from N. Orleans.
. Sept. 12. - SS Melville, FEllis, from Havana fuid

Sept. 14. SS Ocean Queen, Wilson, from A:pinwall

Sept. 16, 88 Eagle, Adams, from Havana |

Sept. 17. &5 Hudson, Lavender, from N. Orleans,

Most steamers arrlving at N.Y, were 7 days out of the area, and
this researcher would opt for the SS Patapsco as the carrier of this

letter. 454 ton wooden screw steamer, originally Jackson (Doc., No.
19912), built 1853 at Philadelphia, renamed Patapsco May 8 1858.




N\
i

1856

| LSHIP LETTER ] =
Long Cay,Bahamas to East Orleans.Mass.  Forwarding Agent:
! N So.rqen‘t h‘m.gua |

July 21, 1856. Letter datelined at Long Cay, one of a pair R
. letters in this collection from a Cape Codder then in the _' 0
{  Bahamas iin the salt huainess. He complains of lack of news - . . . - .
from home and wonders if Mr. Buchanan had received the nomin- .. . .
ation for the presidency. He also wonders how his friens Alex
Henrich made out on his "Western tour" to the lead'mines at
Galena, Illinois. : :

This letter carried by small salt boat to Inagua.- g |

%fi@oz |

Sept. 17, 1856.
Letter endorsed on
back at Inagua by -
forwarding agent D,
Sargent, who sent
it aboard one of ]
the salt schooners
bound northward
from Trinidad to
Boston or New York.

Riake 4s . :

SHIP

(3. S, (.

Ocﬁober'ah, 18564 Letﬁér marked incoming
at Boston and rated (rates effective April 1,

1855) at 3¢ for a letter going not over 3000
miles + 2¢ ship letter charge = 5¢ due, :

=



1856

! eI L E T TER . ] bt
Long Cay,Bohamasto East Orleans,Mass.  Forwarding Agent

i} Sm—qeni Inquuo.

ABPLL 25,1856, “One of & pair 5t Tetters: tyom Tosg Cay br-|
Fortune Island in the Bahamas from an e;patr;atq”Qape Codder ;
__working at the salt fields. _ :

This interesting letter tells of sending a gang of laborers
into a "pan" of about one acre to rake salt, They commenced
before 9 A.M, and by sunset had gathered about 2500 kegs (one
keg to the bushel). The writer could not count the people,
they were so numerous and sc in motion, men, women and children,
as they carried the salt out in baskets or tubs on their heads.
Many men took 2 bushels of wet salt at a time, the women 1-1%
bushel,

This letter was carried out by one of the local salt boats
delivering small loads for trans-shipment at Matthew town on the
big Bahamanian island of Inagua. _ . i

oAy
i

1% Moo 35

endorsement by for- .
warding agent D. Sar-
gent at Inagua. Letter|
was picked up by one
of the salt schooners
going on to Boston or
New York.

May 28.: Arrival
mark at New York as
a ship letter and &=
rated 3¢ for a letter
going not over 3000 miles : ; i o : ficusl SO0 s o
plus 2¢ ship letter charge = 5S¢ due, rates | dgf?f?:;r; ‘g:::cdoi—i%au ;a :acrl_‘; :gd
effective aApril 1, 1855. i port to Inagua. Capt.Wixon.

= — — —————

FauR il \’

-



1851

......

:bard.Street (-. L]
8.)-post. oifice,
~Lond0n as- an: 2

FORWARD[NG AGENTS e BN

:parted from
arrived No¥. D it > Africa 1 Y

.lng tha.Atl tig's.’Collins.Line) mail because tha"lattar had. to. raturn:tﬂ
e : England with B fractured paddle Ehafi, :




| 1844

TRANSATLANTIC MAIL
Marseille to Boston via Liverpool CUNARD LINE
R.M.S. Acad.ia Forwarding Agent:

F i ]
March 27, 184L. Letter dock- ordati,Coxhead & Co

eted at Marseille and sent in London
bulk packet to Forwarding Agent

at London. % ) I A2

April 3. A / Y ﬁ f/{/ﬁ-'“ At VO

LA it o
Fordati, Coxheadﬂ~/ “:“J?i“”;{
& Co. endorsed the sl — / s /;//';/ f ”,j - 7
letter on the reverse, _ }ﬁxﬁ' g ¢ e NAPAID &7
paid the 1 shilling (1/- in red L - |

mss.) transatlantic steamer rate and directed letter to
the Liverpool steamer of April 4, when the Cunarder l = =
Acadia sailed. Marked PAID by the red Maltese cross of i il N
the Lombard SR
Street Post - =
Office, Lon- ' B o T~ R

don. VRl

April 17, 1844,
The Acadia arriv-
ed at Boston
where letter was
subject to a
charge of 6¢ due
for a single
incoming ship
letter addressed
to the port of
entry.

™
i
-~



1841 |
TRANSATLANTIC MAIL

CUNARD LINE from Boston
R.M.S. Columbia

Forwarding Agents:

Goodhoue & Co, NewYorKk
T.W.Ward, Boston.

1175 toms, 207 ft, x 34 ft. beam. -Clipper bow, wooden
paddle steamer, side lever 2 cylinder engine. 9 knots.
Launched 1840 at R. Wood, Port Glasgow (engines Robert
Napier, Glasgow). Maiden voyage Sept. 19, 1840, Liver-
pool - Halifax - Boston.

January 14, 1841. Letter datelined at New Orleans by Johm
& D. Fehrman. They paid the Act of 1825 rate for a single let-
ter going over 40O miles, N. Orleans to New York, 25¢ as noted
in mss. U.R. of obverse.,

L oRW = 35
/&5 \
| TW.WARD |
B0510>

Goodhue & Co. received letter, T.W. Ward in turn forwarded

readdressed it and forwarded it on
to Boston, U.S. terminus at that
time of the transatlantic steamer

letter aboard the Cunard Liner
R.M.S.' Columbia, which cleared

Boston Mar. 1, 1841, sailed

line, Boston to Liverpool. March 2.
’—r\“..
1 TMR17 |
A841L/
™
' Transit mark at Liverpool. March 17, 1841. Arrival
Distinctive mark applied by the backstamp at London. 1 shilling

(24¢) due for transatlantic, U.S.
to U.K., single, rate.

Post Office
Cunard Line

there on incoming
mail.,




—

1841 \’

NEW ORLEANS TO LONDON VIA NEW YORK AND BOSTON
CUNARD LINE from Bostomn
R.M.S. Colombia New YoTRk & Boston.

Forwarding Agents:




T

1841

FORWAR DfNG AGENTS

: July 19, 1841. TLetter headed at
_Matanzas, Cuba, and carried ex-post :
office to London where it was handed
over to a forwardiﬁg agent. Expensive

ship letter charges were thus avsided y

FRUHLING & G.SC HEN
~ LONDON

Aﬁ;s - 2'? .,- 1: 8&‘ 1- . 1 ba—chet : -” :::: I |

with hand-inserted date
by Forwarding Agent,
Fruhling & Goschen,
~ who paid 10 d. (U.R.) .
~ for British foreign by
.rate ta France.-m~~ .

}'

August 29, 18&1

. French entry mark at
] ': Calais (Noel 377)
~ showing mail entering
France there from
- England. ANGL. =
~ ANGLETERRE.

= T

August 29-30, 1841. Paris tran-
- sit and Reims arrival backstamps.

20 decimes (mms.) due from

?r@qipient ]

FUR. oZo.o
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852

1 FORWARDING AGENTS
Transatlantic M-cmi{ 0 O FORBES FORBES &C"
U.S. Mail Steammp Baltic i LONDON N

. Via MARSEILLES

FOR'BESFORQESf-(Q

~Lonpon:~

Letter from unlmown origin (probably Hong Kong) was contain-
ed in a packet of other mail addressed to Forbes, Forbes & Co...
in Londen for forwarding. Upon arrival at Londen, Forbes & Co.
deleted the red "Via MARSEILLES", indicated "p Baltic” and
applied their large oval backstamp.

November 15, 1852, Letter posted unpald at London's
Lombard Stréat Office (L ol i

o Nov. L Lozenge of the Liverpool Packet Office.
‘fBaltic departea from leerpool Nov. 1?.

Nov. 28. Baltic arrived at New York

New-York Daily Times, Monday Nov. 29.  The United
-States Mail steamship Baltic, Capt. Comstock, arrived
at her wharf at an early hour yesterday mcrning. She
was off the Hook on Saturday evening, and the passage
~ for this season of the year is an excellent one,

The Baltic left Liverpool on Wednesday, Nov. 1?,
at 12 o'clock noon. She experienced a gale of great
severity in the Channel. Throughout the passage the
weather has been generally rough, Has 68 passengers.
Arrived at the Light Ship at 10 o'elock Sat. ev'ng.,
and waited for a pilot - burnlng blue lights and i

— e sending-up-rocketss— —— — — —_—
Fog o]0, ¢

4
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1851

THE CUNARD LINE

R.M.S. Niagara Forwarding Agent

April 19.

96

Gustav Dressler, London

April 15, 1851. Letter datelined at Rotterdam by
Pluygers & Hauck and endorsed: Enclosed samples of
no value. Tt was sent under cover to a forwarding
agent in London.

-L S% ;;pril 17

Gustav Dressler, a forwarding

\‘7}“3 17 agent in London struck his hand dated back-

stamp and marked the letter:Niagara Steamer.

bard (L.S.) London post office.

1 8 51 It went into the post unpaid at the Lom-
L

April 18. Transit lozenge at Liverpool.

ApPILS Letter was rated as a quadruple weight
letter. U.S. was debited 16¢ Sea (British
A Packet + 3¢ British Inland = 19¢ x 4 = 76¢.
Thus was per the U.S.-British Treaty of
1848.

R.M.S. Niagara of the Cunard Line departed from Liverpool.

May 1. Niagara arrived at Boston. Under
the U.S.-British Treaty of 1848, the recipient
was charged 24¢ x 4 = 96¢. U.s. retained 5¢
U.S. Inland x 4 = 20¢.
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'Fo RW:A?_RDJNG AGE NTS

smAco DE CUBA 10 'H“ILADELPHIA VlA HAVANA a N. YORK

_/ ‘ L%% /Mflé:;;__
Jmc ra C%A/ffr

= _ﬁgt

Sept... i5,'1Fm
wha enﬁorseﬂ ;1

__predates ‘the RO' listing & AT
.hlaok 1isted onlgiin hlue by“wa

Letter swhgect't the 10¢ ataamship letter rate.;jg




(866

FORWARDING AGENTS VEGUER ¥ C&
HAVANA,CUBA

Letter written Sept. 25, 1866 by Leblanc and Font at
Cienfuegos on the Southern shore of Cuba. Conveyed to Havana
where Veguer and Co., forwarded letter to New York via N.Y.
Steamship.

WM

&y D |
Company By A Rate marki at
stamp of » o New York showing
forwarding - 10¢ due from recep-

agent. 1ent standard rate.
\_ﬁ/ Nt

= 3..\'_f 3 S5 \r_
Casile ‘r_. b Ndavas. ayr. N fiem

.

Hoo s onine
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1849

FORWARDING AGENT

A.L.JOHNSON & CO.
SINGAPORE

Nov. 24, 1849, Letter written at Manila and conveyed by

private ship to Singapore.

- { SINGAPORE
-

z O
“donnsTon B

A.L. Johnston & Co.
received this letter at
Singapore and forwarded
letter as a British Packet
letter to addressee, F.
Huth & Co. at London '"via
Southampton' .

SN GAPORE

18

Bearsy q

Singapore transit Packet
Letter mark. Regulations
stated mail must be stamped
in black with the notation
"bearing".

Feb. 25, 1850. ILetter

received at London and assess-
ed the Packet Tetter rate of

1/-. Transit time, Manila -
London, 93 days.



1846
FORWARDING AGENTS

CONSTANTIN & SONS
BORDEAUX

Letter hand-
ed to Constan-
tin & Sons,

: - [ . Bordeaux, who
ol ' E—G— ; : forwardeé it
: to New Orleans
7352 by private
= ship.

- B
f.///%vf;j%@

i SHIP

jﬁ?é;%#zgg? PRl .fﬁff:%fz }eﬂJ(inié?f;;ééfaa/t) Letter not-

ed as a Ship

/ 2 2
Zind Y4 Dpvewnile Do Koo,
/ A
y v /Tv’ ?
Vs Dpnew / . W

| SRR
.Acéaﬁnpg@ Cf4/é;’/ 242%29(1529  ass pupree)

/FiLg W
. - SHiP b

!EFWHJE*“ - T ) o—y

ﬁ l N &b

Letter rated
6¢ due, Ship
letter rate
for letter
addressed to i
Port of Entry.

\
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1869

FORWARDING AGENTS MULLER ¥ C&
' HAVANA,CUBA

Letter written May 28, 1869 at Cardenas, Cuba, city on
northern coast of Cuba. I‘t then travelled elmer Ey private
coagtwise ship or overland to Havana where it was handed to
forwarding agents, Muller Y Ca, They sent it on its way to
Portland Maine via N.Y. Steamship.

&T‘_,‘-}{;.‘:

GULLER YN 2 I

- 2 [ @UN%

--------- 7 . & B

] BANE e J.()//'
Forwarding Agents cachet. June 4, 1869. Arrival
ol marking at New York. 10¢

June 3 SS Morro Castle, Adams,arr, diia. Trofi recaplen‘t.

N.Y. Departed Havana May 29 v:a
Nassau.
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