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FRENCH MEDITERRANEAN LINES

LIGNE DE SYRIE, ®EME Variente Paquebot Clyde
CUNARD LINE R.M.S. Europa

May 24, 1859. An unpaid letter posted at Smyrna, Turkey at the French
Bureau Office by F.C. Blackler who struck his oval company backstamp. The
French paquebot Clyde departed from Smyrna for Marseilles, as endorsed,

on even date. |
hﬂf: 2
(&p) ;;?

May 31. Clyde arrived at Marseilles. The incoming mails went aboard
the northbound train Lyon to Paris, night train, on June 1, backstamp.

June 2. Paris transit backstamp. The U.S. was debited French and British
transit of 27¢ in manuscript which included transatlantic by British
Packet.. This letter went on board the Paris to Calais night train in
a closed bag through England, backstamp.
ol June 4. R.M.S. Europa, Cunard Line, departed from
' Liverpool.

June 15. Europa arrived at Boston. The Exchange
Office at Boston added 3¢ U.S. Tnland to the 27¢
debit to total 30¢ the rate from Smyrna.
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FRENCH MEDITERRANEAN PACKET LINES
LIGNE DU LEVANT Paguebot Indus
&

CUNARD LINE R.M.S. Canada.
Letter erronec’uslg_] rated

Octobker B8, 1863. An unpaid letter dated at Constantinople and posted
directly aboard the paquebot Indus, which departed from Constantinople on
even date. Tt received the Indus postmark by the postel agent aboard.

October 15. Indus arrived at Marseilles. The Marseilles to Lyon T.P.O.
backstamp is dated 14 OCT.. the clerk neglected to change the day slug.

October 16. Lyon to Paris T.P.0. backstamp, day train (octagonal center.

October 16. The Paris Etranger (foreign) office mis-handled this letter.
First, it was put into the mail bags made up of French domestic mail destin-
ed for the U.S. where the April 1, 1857, rate was 15¢ per %-o0z, and not
identified as from Turkey where the rate was 30¢ per %-oz. Second, no debit
was made to the U.S. which should have been 12¢ for French and British
handling, leaving the U.S. with 3¢ U.S. Inland out of the 15¢ rate.

October 17. R.M.S. Canada, Cunard Line, departed from Liverpool, touched
at Queenstown the 18th where this letter went aboard.

showing optional payment in depreciated currency at the day's gold/paper ratio
of 1.40 x 15¢ = 21¢ due in U.S. NOTES. Lamnman & Kemp were the beneficiaries
of the French post office's error.

)

October 29. Canada arrived at Boston, mail bulked to N.Y. The N.Y. Exchange
Office accepted the letter as from France at the 15¢ rate, and struck this mark
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October 8, 1863. Cover
dated at Constantinople.
It bears a cds of even
date aboard the Indus.
This Ligne du Levant
paquebot departed from
Constantinople QOct. 8,
and (according to Salles)
arrived at Marseilles on
October 15. However,
backstamps show Marseille
a Lyon T.P.0. of Oct. 14,
and Lyon a Paris of Oct.
16. T think the Oct. 14
datestamp wasn't changed
to Oct. 15. I have many
covers that show these
railway marks usually
on the same day.

- My question on this cover is the rate. The rate at the top of ﬁhe“N.Y. cds
is no doubt "15" which has been converted to U.S. NOTES at 1.42 x 15¢ = 21¢.
This cover was clearly posted at Constantinople and bears an Indus cds. I can
find no Turkey rate even close to 15 until we get to the NGU, direct rate on
January 1, 1868.

My thought is that this letter was erroneously rated as a French letter
at the April 1, 1857, rate of 15¢ per %-oz. If so, and as the letter arrived
in Boston on October 29 aboard R.M.S. Canada, there should be a 12¢ debit to
the U.S. for all but 3¢ U.S. Inland.

I have similar covers in this time frame fromlTurkey at the 30¢ rate by
French Mail that show a 27¢ debit to the U.S. when forwarded by Cunard Packet
to the U.S.
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FRENCH MEDITERRANEAN PACKET LINES
LIGNE DE SYRIE,IIEm8 Variante
CUNARD LINE

Paguebot Godewery
3 /
R.M.S.
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May 5, 1864. An unpaid letter posted at Smyrna, Turkey endorsed: Via Liverpool/ Per

first English or American Steamer.

April 25. The French Ligne de Syrie paquebot Codewery departed from Alexandria for Mar-
seilles via the Syrian Coast. As of January 1864, the Ligne de Syrie, out from Marseilles,
ended at Smyrna. Beginning in January 1864, the Ligne d'Egypte no longer covered the coast
from Alexandria to Smyrna, the Ligne de Syrie now went through from Smyrna to Alexandria.
Godewery called at Smyrna May 5 where this letter, posted at the French Bureau there, went
aboard.

May 12. GCodewery arrived at Marseilles.

Railway transit backstamp, night train (circular

center) shows route of Mediterranean port to Lyon.

The rate per %-oz. from Smyrna to the

U.S. was 30¢, divided: French and British Transit 21¢ ) ) )
Transatlantic ¢ ) = 27¢ debit to U.S. shown in
U.S. Inland 3¢ manuscript.

May 14. R.M.S. Asia, Cunard Line, departed from Liverpool, touched
at Queenstown the 15th where this letter went aboard in the closed
bags from Paris.

May 26. Asia arrived at Boston.
by rail and were received on May 27.

The N.Y. Exchange Office added 3¢ U.S. Inland to the French/British debit of 27¢ to
total the Smyrna rate of 30¢, due in gold. This was converted to its equivalent in deprec-
iated paper currency by applying the day's ratio of gold to paper of 1.80 x 30¢ = 54¢
due in U.S. NOTES.

The closed New York mails went there
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FRENCH MEDITERRANEAN PACKET LINES
LIGNE DE SYRIE ,Il&ér€ Variante PQC?ﬂuebOi Dupleix
CUNARD LINE R.M.S.Ar@.b@(@f\b.faqej

Beginning in January 1865, la Ligne d'Egypte was released from special
service to the Coast of Syria. The Ligne de Syrie now ran from Alexandria
up the Syrian Coast to Marseilles via Smyrna, Syra, Messina and Palermo.

SO

s i -C_Q « §i'ﬂf» ry E F)’; 13

August 25, 1864. An unpaid letter posted at the French Bureau office at Smyrna, Turkey.
It is endorsed: Via Liverpool/ Per first English or American Str.

August 15. The paquebot Dupleix of the extended Ligne de Syrie departed from Alexandria,
Egypt on the 11th variant of the line. This variant lasted only until October 13, 1864.
Dupleix picked up the mails at Smyrna on August 25.

September 1. Dupleix arrived at Marseilles. Railway transit backstamps, night trains
(circular centers). They trace this letter from Mediterranean port to Paris via Lyon.

‘3 D_“'_'_:\ The rate to the U.S. by French Mail from Smyrna was 30¢ per %-oz.,
s T\ divided: "
[~ > French and British Transit 21¢ )
. T ;\' = -
[ > SIr e e 6o ) = 27¢ debit to Els t:}f by British
\ o & U.S. Tnland 3¢ Packet transatlantic.
26y 30¢

el i September 3. R.M.S. Arabia, Cunard Line, departed from Liverpool on her last
transatlantic voyage.. She called at Queenstown the 4th where the French mails,
closed at Paris, went aboard.

September 16. Arabia arrived at Boston. The closed mails went by rail to New York where
bulk was broken and the letter received identity Sept. 17. 30¢ rate, due in gold, was con-
verted to the value in depreciated currency at the day's ratio of 2.20 x 30¢ = 66¢ due in

U.S. NOTES.
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FRENCH MEDITERRANEAN PACKET LINES
LIGNE DE SYRIE,[2€8™¢ Variante Pague bol Volaga
r 7
CUNARD LINE R.M.S. Persia

On September 18, 1864 the 12th and final phase of the Ligne de Syrie
began with the sailing of paguebot Indus from Marseilles. The route made
a complete passage of the eastern Mediterranean from France, Italy, Syra
and Smyrna, then eight other Syrian ports terminating at Alexandria, Egypt.
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March 20, 1865. The Ligne de Syrie paquebot Volga departed from Alexandria on her return
voyage to Marseilles via the Syrian Coast. &he touched at Smyrna on March 29, where this
_ 'unpaid letter went aboard. This letter is endorsed: Via Liverpool/ Per first English or
American Str.
April 5. Volga arrived at Marseilles. Railway backstamp, night train (circular center),
Marseilles to Lyon. The 30¢ rate per %-oz., Smyrna to U.S. by French Mail was divided:

Erench and Britich Transit: 21€ ) _ . soie to 1.8, If transatiantic By

r——u Transatlantic 6¢ ) ;
HCEQ;{)-é}& U.S. Inland 3¢ British Packet.
‘_\ : '
= 4pp ™ April 8. R.M.S. Persia, Cunard Line, departed from Tiverpool. The closed
\S ) f; U.S. mails from Paris were picked up at Queenstown on the 9th.
\f;," 5 &/ April 19. Persia arrived at New York. The New York Exchange Office at first
o erroneously rated this as a double letter at 60¢. The error was caught and the

AT 60¢ date stamp was smudged out to avoid confusion. The 30¢ rate, due in gold,
£l ?? O é"_ was-converted to depreciated paper money at the day's ratio of 1.43 x 30¢ =
=7 PR 2 43¢ due in U.S. NOTES.
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FRENCH MEDITERRANEAN PACKET LINES
LIGNE DE SYRIE,|I2®™€ Variante Paouvebot Nil
CUNARD LINE R.M.S. Cuba

On September 18, 1864, the 12th and final phase of Ligne de Syrie began.
The route made a complete passage of the eastern Mediterranean from France
to Italy, Syra, and Smyrna, Turkey, then eight Syrian ports terminating at
Alexandria, Egypt.

August 29, 1B65. The Ligne de Syrie paquebot Nil departed from Alex-
andria on her return voyage to Marseilles via the Syrian Coast. She touched
at Smyrna on September 8, where this letter, posted unpaid at the French
Bureau office there, went aboard. Letter is endorsed: Via Marseilles. The
letter solicits opium trade.

September 14. Nil arrived at Marseilles. Railway backstamp, Marseilles
to Lyon. Letter was then sent on to Paris where the U.S. mails were made
up closed through England. The 30¢ rate per %-oz., Smyrna to U.S. by French

mail was divided: French and British transit 21¢ ) = 37¢ deblE to T.5. (#

Transatlantic 6¢ )
P . transatlantic by
«3. Inland
;,30/94:0 —— . 2y British Packet.
™

2 %ﬁf - September 16. R.M.S. Cuba, Cunard Line, departed from
&42‘.\:‘?‘ Liverpool. The closed U.S. mails from Paris were picked

S p> up at Queenstown on the 17th.

e .
September 28. Cuba arrived at Boston. The N.Y. mails
were bulked there by rail, processed September 29. The U.S. added 3¢ U.S.
Inland to the 27¢ debit to total the 30¢ rate. This was due in hard
currency, so it was converted to the optional payment in depreciated paper

currency, day's gold/paper ratio was 1.4 x 30¢ = 42¢ due in U.S. NOTES.

o



Via Marseilles Smyrna 8 Sept. 1865

Messrs. Lanman & Kemp New York
Dear Sirs

I am indebted for your address to my old friends, Messrs. Davis Taylor
& Son, London, who recommended me to keep you advised about our opium
market, which I now beg to do without loss of time.

I have a long experience of our opium trade with all parts of the
world, & you may therefore rely upon being well served in every respect.

Our market opened this season at abt. 12/- pr. Eng. & F. ole (?), fell
a little the first fortnight of August, but rallied again at same price
towards the middle of that month. During the latter part of August the
price for good drug was driven up to 13/6 but has since come down again
to abt. 13/- which is the closing rate to-day, say P 123 pr. cheque,
first cost.

Tt is very difficult to say what will take place next, but lower rates
may fairly be expected.

You are no doubt aware that the best mode of shipping Opium from this
to the U.S. is per str. to Liverpool, through to New York. Bills of Lading
per post direct, together with Invoices & the required U.S. Consul's
certificates. Reimbursement at three month's date against confirmed
London credits.

The Insurance is generally taken care-of on your side or in London.

T shall have the pleasure to address you from time to time as I do with -
my other friends & trusting that this beginning will soon lead to a profit- )
able & agreeable correspondence between our two firms. :

Yours respectfully

London 3 mo. E. G. Lavino
124@% c. 3/4
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FRENCH MEDITERRANEAN PACKET LINES
LIGNE DE SYRIE, [2em® Variante Paguebot Nieman
CUNARD LINE R.M.S. Africa

This letter was carried in the last year of the Ligne de Syrie, the
very last voyage was that of pagquebot Danube, which left Alexandria on
November 18, arrived at Marseilles December 5. The newly organized
Ligne X took over the route with the sailing of Menzaleh from Marseilles
November 8, 1866 for Alexandria via Italy and the Syrian ports.

June 18, 1866. The Ligne de Syrie paquebot Nieman departed from Alexandria, Egypt on her
homeward bound voyage via Syrian ports to Smyrna, the Syra, Messina and Palermo to Marseilles.

June 28. Nieman called at Smyrna where this unpaid letter went aboard. It had been
posted unpaid at the French Post Office.

July 6. Nieman arrived at Marseilles. Letter went by rail to Paris where the U.S. was
debited with 21¢ French and British Transit plus 6¢ transatlantic = 27¢ total. The closed
mail was sent via England.

July 7. R.M.S. Africa of the Cunard Line departed from Liverpool,
picked up the U.S. mails at Queenstown on the 8th.

July 19. Africa arrived at Boston. The New York mails, previously
bagged together, were bulked there by rail, where bulk was broken on
July 21. The U.S. added 3¢ U.S. Inland to the French and British debit
of 27¢ to total 30¢, the French Mail rate from Smyrna. This was due in
gold, which was converted to the equivalent in depreciated currency at
the day's ratio of 1.47 x 30¢ = 44¢ due in U.S. NOTES.
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FRENCH MEDITERRANEAN PACKET LINES
LIGNE X ~First Return Vo\1g2.c;’e Paguebot Menzaleh
CUNARD LINE: R.M.S. China

In November 1866 the Ligne du Syrie was superceded by Ligne X, which

now ran from Marseilles through to Alexandria, Egypt.
carried on the paguebot Menzaleh on the first return voyage of Ligne X,

leaving Alexandria November 28, 1866.

This cover was

l_JULl BIRE X Gl

-

Paquebot Menzaleh on the first return voyage of

December 8, 1866.
Her forward dates were: Syra, Dec. 9; Messina,

Ligne X called at Smyrna.
12th; Palermo, 13th and Marseilles, 15th.

December 18. Marseilles to Lyon transit backstamp. At Paris this

letter was rated as treble, i.e., between 15 grams (%-0z.) and 22% grams
(3/4-0z.). Breakdown was: Single Treble

French and British transit 21¢ 63¢ )

Transatlantic (British Pkt.) 6 18 )= 81¢ debit

U.S. Inland 3 9 to U.S.
30¢ 90¢

The 81¢ debit to the U.S. is shown in manuscript, deleted at N.Y.

December 22. R.M.S. China, Cunard Line, departed Liverpool, touched at Queenstown 23rd.

January 2, 1867. China arrived at Boston. The U.S. added U.S. Inland 3¢ x 3 = 9¢ to the
81¢ debit to total 90¢, the treble rate from Turkey via French mail. This was converted to
depreciated paper currency at the day's ratio of 1.3 x 90¢ = 117¢ due in U.S. NOTES.

January 4. Docket notes receipt at Lanman & Kemp's office.




2
I

(866-67

- D

>
FRENCH MEDITERRANEAN PACKET LINES
LIGNE X Po_ciuebo'i. lissus
CUNARD LINE R.M.S. Pers:ia

In November 1866, the Ligne de Syrie was superceded by Ligne X, which
took over the route from Marseilles to Alexandria, Egypt via Palermo and
Messina, Italy and then to Syra and Smyrna, thence by several Syrian ports
to terminate at Alexandria. A separate line, Ligne Y, connected Smyrna
with Constantinople.

This letter was carried on the 2nd return voyage of Ligne X. Paquebot
Menzaleh had made the first round trip, leaving Marseilles November 8, 1866,
and returning December 18.

( (7)) @”fi{%

December 8, 1866. Paquebot Illissus of Ligne ¥ departed from Alexandria on the 2nd return
voyage of the line. Tllissus was designated "X.2" on this voyage.

December 1B, Tllissus called at Smyrna vhere this unpaid letter went aboard. It had been
posted at the French Post Office there. Letter is endorsed: Via Marseilles.

December 26. Tllissus arrived at Marseilles. Railway T.P.0. backstamp misdated 25 DEC,
Marseilles to Lyon.

December 27. Paris transit backstamp. U.S. was debited for 21¢ French and British transit
plus 6¢ transatlantic (British Packet) = 27¢.

P December 29. R.M.S. Persia, Cunard Line, departed from Liverpool,

4 3059\ touched at Queenstown the 30th where this letter went aboard with the
S i =\ closed French Mails.
le Yo = January 11, 1867. Persia arrived at N.Y. where the Exchange Office
?i; “:3 %a _'r' added 3¢ U.S. Inland to the 27¢ French and British debit to total 30¢

eate= 4 due in gold. This was converted to the equivalent in depreciated currency

T at the day's ratio of gold to paper at 1.30 x 30¢ =39¢ due in U.S. NOTES.

"




1866 -67

T

4 -

FRENCH MEDITERRANEAN PACKET LINES

LIGNE X Paquebot I[llissus

r
CUNARD LINE R.M.S. Persia
This letter was carried on the 2nd return voyage of Ligne X, which had
superseded the Ligne de Syrie in November 1866. Ligne X now made the com-

plete route from Marseilles to Alexandria, Egypt via Italy, Smyrna, Turkey
and Syrian ports and returned by the same route.
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December 8, 1866. Paquebot Illissus of Ligne X departed from Alexandria,
Egypt on the 2nd return voyage of the line.

December 18. TIllissus called at Smyrna, Turkey where this unpaid letter,
posted at the French Bureau Office at Smyrna, went aboard. Letter is en-
dorsed: vid Liverpool/ per first English or American steamer.

December 26. Illissus arrived at Marseilles. Railway T.P.0. backstamp
is misdated 25 DEC, Marseille to Lyon.

December 27. Paris transit backstamp. U.S. was debited for 21¢ French
and British transit + 6¢ transatlantic (British Packet) = 27¢.

December 29. R.M.S. Persia, Cunard ILine, departed from Liverpool, touched
at Queenstown the 30th where this letter went aboard in the closed French mail

January 11, 1867. Persia arrived at N.Y. where the Exchange
Office added 3¢ U.S. Tnland to the 27¢ French and British debit
to total 30¢ due in gold. This was converted to the equivalent
in depreciated paper currency at the day's gold/paper ratio of
1.3 x 30¢ = 39¢ due in U.S5. NOTES.

]

)
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FRENCH MEDITERRANE AN PACKET LINES

LIGNE X Pao‘,‘uebo't [ndus
INMAN LINE 3.5. City of Baltimore

= re—— i

January 18, 1867. A letter from a drug dealer in Smyrna advising, "Since
my respects of the 18th ulto. nearly 300 ¢ [hundred weight] of Opium have
been sold for P 139 to P 144%, this latter figure is still asked by holders,
but buyers being scarce, we may have it somewhat lower next week.

"0f the above purchases I have taken myself about 100 ¢ @ P 139 & 140,
for a/c of the Dutch E. Trading Company..."

Lanman & Kemp no doubt used opium to make paregoric (camphorated tincture
of opium) - used to rub on the gums of teething babies - and laudanum, an
opium based pain killer.

January 18. Paquebot Indus, homeward bound from Alexandria, called at
Smyrna January 18. Her forward dates were: Syra, 19th; Messina, 22nd.;
Palermo, 23rd; and Marseilles, 25th.

January 25. T.P.0. transit backstamp, Marseilles to Lyon.
At Paris the U.S. was debited for 21¢ French and British transit.
At this point the mails were closed through England.

January 20. S.S. City of Baltimore, Inman Line, departed
from Liverpool, called at Queenstown the 31st where this letter
went aboard.

February 14. City of Baltimore arrived at N.Y. where the
Exchange Office added 6¢ transatlantic (American Packet) + 3¢
U.S. Inland to the 21¢ debit to total the 30¢ per %-oz. rate
from Turkey via French Mail. This amount, due in gold, was
converted to depreciated paper currency by the day's gold/
paper ratio of 1.3 x 30¢ = 39¢ due in U.S. NOTES.
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FRENCRH MEDITERRANEAN PACKET LINES

LIGNE X Po%ﬁbCJt Ameri%ue
NORDDEUTSCHER LLOYD S.S. Saxoni o
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February 28, 1867. The Ligne X paquebot Amerique departed from Alexandria for Marseilles
via the Syrian Coast and Smyrna.

March 8/9. Ietter headed at Smyrna by Cousinery & fils to Lanman & Kemp, New York,
advising the shipment to them of cases of opium and enclosing invoices and bills of lading.
The Amerique called at Smyrna the 8th where this letter went aboard.

March 16. Railway transit backstamp, Marseilles to Lyon. At Paris the U.S. was debited
for 18¢ French handling. The bagged French mails were sent closed through England.

March 17. The North German Lloyd S.S. Saxonia departed from Bremen, touched at South-
ampton the 20th where this letter went aboard.

AT N April 1. Saxonia arrived at New York. The New York
/oG ﬁ:ﬁ\ Exchange Off' ce weighed this letter and found it to be a

] =3\ triple rate so they added 6¢ transatlantic (American Packet)
+ 3¢ U.S. Inland = 9¢ x 3 = 27¢ to the 18¢ French debit.
This came to 45¢ due in gold, which was converted to its
s equivalent value in depreciated paper currency at the day's
S~——— ratio of gold/paper of 1.31 x 45¢ = 59¢ due in U.S. NOTES.

AN
o
(o L
\ =




b y—

} 1867 %
& >
FRENCH MEDITERRANEAN PACKET LINES
LIGNE X F’o.cz_uebo‘l Tibre
ALLAN LINE S.5. Peruvian

A el . 4 -

March 18, 1867. The Ligne X paguebot Tibre had departed from Alexandria
on March 8 on her homeward passage to Marseilles via Syrian ports. She
touched at Smyrna on March 18, where this unpaid letter went aboard. Her
forward dates were: Syra, March 19; Messina, 22nd.; Palermo, 23rd. and
Marseillies, 25th.

March 25. Marseilles to Lyon T.P.0. transit backstamp and arrival at
Paris March 27. Here the Paris Etranger office debited the U.S. for 21¢
French and British transit. They thought this letter would go transatlantic
by an American Packet. However, conveyance was to be by the Montreal Ocean
Steam Ship Co. (Allan Line), which, while an American Packet (by contract)
for letters from Britain, was considered a "British Packet" for letters
from or through France. Accordingly, France should have debited U.S. for
21¢ + 6¢ transatlantic (British Packet) = 27¢.

¥ E;()é&;\ March 28. S.S. Peruvian, Allan Line, departed from Liverpool, picked up
.Ké;x ‘@}\ this letter at Londonderry, Ireland on March 29.
(?; A{}k &ﬂ April 10. Peruvian arrived at Portland, N.Y. mails bulked through by rail.
\\51$:35§5{§§7 April 11. Ietter arrived at N.Y. where the Exchange Office correctly ident-
== ified it as by British Packet. However, U.S. had only been debited for 21¢,

so U.S. got to keep 6¢ transatlantic + 3¢ U.S. Tnland = 9¢, which, added to the 21¢
debit totalled the 30¢ rate from Turkey by French Mail. This amount was due in gold, so
the optional payment on depreciated paper currency was shown at the day's gold/paper ratio

of 1.3 x 30¢ = 39¢ due in U.S. NOTES.
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FRENCH MEDITERRANEAN PACKET LINES
LIGNE X Po_q;uebo-f: Tibre
([NMAN LINE 5. 5. CETE, of Baltimore
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October 17, 1867. Paquebot Tibre of Ligne X departed from Alexandria for Marseilles
via Syrian ports and Smyrna.

October 28. An unpaid letter posted at the French Bureau Office at Smyrna, Turkey. It
was noted in red with the "3" that this was to be a triple rated letter. Tibre called at
Smyrna on October 28.

Noverber 5. Tibre arrived at Marseilles. T.P.0. backstamp is mis-dated 4 NOV.

The rate Smyrna to U.S. per %-oz. by French Mail was 30¢, divided French and British
Transit 21¢; transatlantic 6¢; and U.S. Inland 3¢. U.S. was debited for French and British &
Transi t. at 21¢ x 3 = 63¢ (latter deleted at New York to avoid confusion). The bagged
French Mails were sent closed through England.

November 6. S.S. City of Baltimore, Inman Line, departed from Liverpool, touched at
Queenstown the 7th where this letter went aboard.
Novenber 17. City of Baltimore arrived at New York,
= letter processed Novenber 18.

ﬁ) K. /,_!.«\ ' The Smyrna rate was 30¢ per %-oz.. Here a % to 3/4-
NOV o

=~y

y,

i oz. letter took 3 rates or 90¢. The U.S. added 6¢ Sea
= (American Packet) + 3¢ U.S. Inland = 9¢ x 3 = 27¢ to the

A 63¢ French/British debit to arrive'at the 90¢ rate. As
s _/ 7 _ this was due in gold, it was converted to its equivalent
- in depreciated paper currency at the day's gold to paper
ratio of 1.35 x 90¢ = 122¢ due in U.S. NOTES.
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FRENCH MEDITERRANEAN PACKET LINES
Line "V"=- Marscille. to Alexandria, qupf
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Aletandvia

This line, established in 1844, carried mails to Egypt

with one stop at Messina,.Italy.
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French maritime
cancellation on
pair of Scott
#33, Issue of

1867.
PD]

Paid to Dest-
ination mark.

Nov. 29, 1869.

Stamped aboard Line

Messina,

V French Packet ship.

SS Nil sailed from Marseille.
ived at Alexandria Deo. 9 and I'eturned Dec . 16.

On Nov. 29 the

She arr-

Italy receipt backstamp.
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FRENCH MARITIME POSTAL HISTORY
LES PAQUEBOTS DE LA MEDITERRANEE

LIGNE V- 100%™ Vgoriante

By order of 12 November 1870,

there was a variation in the

Ligne V schedule by reducing sailing from Marseilles to Alexan-
dria to every 1.4 days instead of the previous 3 trips per month.
Every other trip connected with the Annex Service from Syria.

ot (00

January 22, 1871.

French Bureau 0ffice at Beyrouth, Syria,

Gros Chiffres " 082" cancels 80 centimes, paid by a pair of the
issue of 1862- ?1 Scott 27, The French steamer Moeris left

Alexandria Jan. 31.

?\Q‘SEJ'!

(s
\GT;}?)\'

(32\ /

Feb. 6, 1871. Receipt
backstamp at Marseilles,
date ceinciding with
recorded arrival date of
the Moeris.

xﬂf

ﬁEV? }

(gg!- /

Feb. 7, 1871.
Lyon arrival backstamp.

FMi 1T5.0
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FRENCH MEDITERRANEAN PACKET LINES

1]

- — -

SERVICE DES PAQUEBO'I"S—POSTE DES MESSAGERIES
MARITIMES AVEC CONSTANTINOPLE, 873~ 1880

Returmn via Smyrna Botte Mobile

. w0

—

Nov. 20, 1874. ZLetter put into IMobile Box (BM) of the
Messageries lMaritimes at Smyrna. 80 centimes rate canceled
by the "5098" obliterator of Smyrna. Picked up on Nov. 20
by the steamer Cambodge, which had left Constantinople ITov.
18 on her homeward trip.

Nov. 26, 1374, The Cambodge arrived largeille. TR back
stamp to Cette.

.

. e




f

] 1878

FRENCH MARITIME POSTAL HISTORY

— i —

SERVICE DES PAQUEBOTS-POSTE
DES MESSAGERIES MARITIMES AVEC CONSTANTINOPLE )
: e 1873 - 1860 ' '
MARSEILLE B.M. = Boite Mobile
The "Ligne du Levant", established in January 1873, had weekly
service to Naples and Messina and thence to Constantinople with

alternate routes every other week to Pyreas or Syra and Smyrna
(see map below).

August 2, 1878.
Letter put into
the "Maritime
Box" on the dock=-
side of the Mess-
ageries Maritimes |

at Marseille.The
Cambodge sailed
August 3, arrive
ing Constantinople
August 21, 1878.

Aug. 4, 1878.
Letter put ashore
at Messina and
delivered over-
land to Palermo
in Sieily.
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1864

Paq_uebot CARM EL

559 tons, 370 horsepower, iron hulled paddle steamer with
auxiliary sails, 64 meters. Constructed at la Ciotat in 1853~
Shet First postal voyage, Jan. 18, 1855 to Constantinople.

Ligne d-_.u.;. L_e vant: 6éme Variant

. Following the end of the Syrian Campaign, the Ligne du Levant's

7th variant was discontinued and the 6th variant reinstated. This

~called for voyages Marseilles-Messina (Sicily), Pyreas, Dardanelles |

and Constan‘hinople with the same ports of call on the return. ‘The

a week-Sunday and Constantinople Wednesdays for the return, arriv-
ing Marseilles a week- Tl:;ursday.

Sept. 23, 1864 Letter posted dlrectly aboard the paquabot
Carmel on Friday where the 50 centimes rate in stamps was cancell-
ed by the anchor in & lozenge of dots in blue., Carmel departed
Marseilles Saturday Sept. 24. Interest:.ngly, Carmel was the first
paguebot to use the lozenge-anchor cancellation on her trip to
Constantinople on July 11, 1857.

c;’g.m. TN ~Qct. 1.  Arrival backstamp at Gohﬁtantinople,
7 1 % a Saturday. The rate for prepaid letters at 50 -
o OSCAT 1y centimes per 7% grams became effective in Dec.
A8 :

"‘UR D 1856.




1864

LES PAQUEBOTS DE LA MEDiTERRANEE

-Paquebot EUPHRATE

1084 tons, constructed at Newcastle in 1854

First Postal Voyage: 7 May 1854 to Constantinople.

August 27, 1864. Date slug inverted. Letter:paated aboard
the paquebot EUPHRATE at Marseilles on her outward journey to

Constantinople. 50 centimes rate prepays postage.

September 7, 1864. French Bureau,
Constantinople Turkey receipt backstamp.

FMAY 190.0
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LES PAQUEBOTS DE LA MEDFTERRANEE
Paq_uebo'l‘ GANGE _
1117 tons, constructed at Glasgow in 1854,

; Flret Peetal Voyage' 16 May 185& to Constantinople. i -~-j-3-{--§ 7

June 9, 1858; Letter poeted aboard the : ange on. the recorded L
date that she left Constantinople on her return voyage to Mareeilles.-

Although marked nppn ‘prepayment actuelly carried letter only to -the -

Spanish border. Single letter rate (7% grams) cf 50 centimes Double
1etter here ef 2 x 50¢ 1 franc._ : ! '

 June 16, 1858. Recelpt at  June 17. Span-  June i1_s‘.. i reals,

Marsellles ‘and Day Train, Mar- = ish transit at Barcelona Spanish, due
seilles to Lyon, Night Train  Junguera, bord- receipt. -fer-Spanieh
(2nd Section), Cette to Tou- ~er town. : inland.
louse. i - ] 8 ' ;
Backstamps.

J

FMKH 970
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; LES PAQUEBOTS DE LA MEDITERRANEE
| Paguebot HYDASPE

Nov. 27,
backstamps:
Lyon.

.{Q‘P?-_ : PAQUEBDQSt ]
kit ;t".“' DE LA PD
; MEDITERRANER 1
Maritime anchor cancel French Mediterranian Paid to Destin-
on stamps prepaying 50 Packet Ship mark, ation.

centimes postage, rate
Constantinople to France.

Nov. 21, 1861l. Stamp of the Hydaspe applied at

the letter actually went aboard the Neva which left
Constantinople Nov. 20, arriving Marseille Nov. 27.

1 This occurred as a result of a mix-up by the Postal

Agent arriving at Constantinople aboard the Amerique on Oct. 19.
5 voyages were so effected. Normal stamping returned on the
Dec. 4 return voyage of the Amerigue.

1861, Transit

Marseille to

Constantinople for the return trip to Marseille, This
mark, however, is unusual that, although marked Hydaspe,




[__* 1864

LES PAQUEBOTS DE LA MEDITERRANEE
quuebot CYDNUS

627 Tons, constructed at Ciotat in 1855/56.
First postal voyage: 11 December 1856 to Constantinople.

Sept. 14, 1864. Letter, written at Sept. 21, 1864. The
Constantinople, posted aboard CVDNUS CVDNUS put inte Marseille
where 50 centimes rate was cancelled on this date and this

by anchor obliterator and letter stamp-  transit backstamp applied.
ed with cachet of the ;aguebot CVDNUS »

Also stamped with red "PAQUEBOTS DE IA

MEDITERRANEE" of the Ligne de Levant.

Sept. 22, 1864.
Grenoble receipt back-
stamp.

FMH 2450




1 1861

LES PAQUEBOTS DE LA MEDITERRANEE
cht:}uebot CYDNUS

Nov. 6, 1861, Although stamped with the
date cachet of the Paquebot PHASE, thig letter

actually went aboard the CVDNUS, which left Letter po
Constantinople Nov. 6, 1861 on her return unpaid. 10
trip. This mix-up occurred when the postal due from rec

agent arriving at Constantinople aboard the
AUERIQUE on Oct, 19 used the wrong stamp. 5
voyages were so effected. Normal stamping
resumed on the Dec. 4 return voyage of the

Cachel & date PHASE

sted
decimes
ipient.

AVERIQUE.
PIROSCAT] a 17
PO STALI 1= NOV |
FRANCESR] = ®! ;
Italians marked letter incoming Nov. 17, 1861l. Arrival

as per French mail. backstamp at Genova.

'|

FMH 2100



’

18655

LES PAQUEBOTS DE LA MEDWERRANEE

687 tons, constructed at Glotat in 1854/55
First Postal Voyage:

PA%UEBQTS
E LA . :
M*DITDRHANE' £

New York via Liverpool. The Ligne de Syrie (12 variant)

ten days later on Dets 18 rlght on schedule.

Oct, 25-26, 1865, agrees with

Nov. 10, 1865. Letter _inner).
incoming at New York by

Syria (Beyrout) per #-oz. by French Mail (Mediterranean).

3¢, balance of 2?¢ (U.R. ) going to Britain or France.

F’e.guebo't BAINWEE: " T 9 d.e 3ne

'3 December 1855 to Gonétantinople'%"“f”m"'w'
Services to the rts ef Syria. igne de Szrie, 12th Vatia

-Qctober-18;~1365‘v Let£3r~dateiiﬁed1aimsﬁyrna and directed to

sailed -

to Marseilles, leaving Alexandria, Egypt, calling at ports along
the Syrian coast, thenge to Smyrna ten days later., The Danube
left Alexandria Oct. 8, 1865, and this letter was stamped aboard

shipping
-records of the arrival of the Danube at

i Harsellles. Backstamps. RR Marseilles to

! Paris, Brigade C, day train (octoganol

British Packet (Cunard). Thisnletter'entered;aboand-the J&vaj;which-
cleared Nov.- 15 on the:return to Liverpool. New York applied this
depreciated currency mark. April 1857 rate, in gold, of 30¢ due from

on Nov. 10

the 30¢ was worth 43¢ in depreclated U.5., Notes, U,S. retained only

FMHY 21l.0



=

1864

LES PAQUEBOTS DE LA MEDITERRANEE

Paqug:ﬁb_o.'l: GODAVERY

Cachet erroné GODEWERY

907 tons, constructed by Armand of Bordeaux in 1862/63.
First postal voyage 12 December 1863 to Constantinople.

' This paquebot utilized two circular date stamps, one with
the error in spelling as Godewery in 1863-64, then with
.he corrected spelling Godavery in 1865-66. Both types

- seem to appear with equal freguency.

DE (LA

| PAQUEBGT S
IEDITERRAMEE

Oct. 26, 1864. Letter datelined at Con-
- stantinople. Shipping records show the

"Godewery" left Constantinople Oct. 26
for Marseille via the Dardenelles, Pyrea,

- and Messina. Cancelled aboard ship with

the spelling error cachet., Marked with
the standard Paquebots of the Mediterr-

“anean in red.

Nov. 3.
Paris transit
backstamp.

}Siﬁ
LY \f’g

~ Nov. 2. Transit back-
stamp at Marseille. This
date agrees with the re-

~ corded arrival date of

the Godavery at Marseille.

Nov. 4. Arrival
datestamp at Leeds,
England. 9 pence due
as letter was unpaid.

|
|




1866

LES PAQUEBOTS DE LA MEDFTERRANEE
Paquﬂxﬁ GODAVERY '
LIGNE DU LEVANT, DE MARSEHJJ:A CONSTANTHVOPLE'

:1~?§£L9 Av Jmpunv%m//

October 1%, 1866, For 13 voyages to the
Levant and Syria in 1863-6L4, the spelling
error GODEWERY appeared on the circular
date stamp of the paquebot’ Godavery, This
was corrected in 1865 to GODAVERY and
appears on some 16 voyages. Usage here
was on the last voyage of the Godavery to
use this cachet. She departed from Mars-
eilles October 1), making an intermediate call at Messina.on. the
island of Sicily before going on te Constantinople via Pyreas and
the Dardanelles

Anchor in a lozenge o0f dots cancels the 80 centzmes (8 decimes)
rate, struck aboard the' paguebot.

PIROSCAF] | “Uloetober 16, Arsival backatamp at Messina,
POSTALI | _Italians marked it on the fzce with the
FRANCESE equivalent of "Franch Postal Steamer". 80

centimes rate nald the letter to its destin-

ation. e

Qctober 18, Pplermo, Sicily errival back=
atamp. Cover has "rastel" marks or fumigat-
10u sllts.




18555

PAQUEBOTS DE LA MEDITERRANEE
Paqyebo% INDUS ‘

1005 tons, 300 horsepower, iron hull screw steamer, 84 meters,
Constructed at Glasgow in 1853-54. First postal voyage to Con=-
-staﬁtlnﬂple Jnne 6, 1854,

~Ligne du Levant: 4éme Vo.rtc.-n.-l'

~ Indus was employed on the Lth variant. vc,vages ‘which became :
 effective Dec. 11, 1854, with bi-weekly sailings departing from.

Marseilles for Constantinople alternately Thursdays and Mondays,

and scheduled to arrive at Constantinople the following Saturday
or Tuesday, respectively. £ L

July 23, 1855 (Monday), letter endorsed “pﬁ; Indus",
was postmarked aboard ship on Indus' outbound voyage.
She made calls at Messina,_Pyreas, the Dardanelles
! anﬁ Gonstantlnople.

July 31, Arrival backstamp at the
- French post office at Constantinople on
the 31s8t, a Monday, a day ahead of
schedule, | ' EEEAER
Unpaid letter with 10 decimes (100 :
centimes or 1 franc) due per 7% grams |

('}—OZ- ) .

EMW Lt
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LES PAQUEBOTS DE L_A MEDlTERRANEE

Pe_quc bot MeondTe

6?9 tons, 240 hgrsepower,.iron huil; screw.éfeamer,'?s meters,
~Constructed at Liverpool in 1854-55, First postal voyage March -
17, 1856 to Constantinople. '

Ligne dou Levant: 7&me Variante

From the 17th of November 1860, the paquebots of the Levant
returned by Smyrna, the ports of Syria, Beyrouth, Alexandria
and Malta, Reeciprocally, the paquebots of the Ligne de Syrie
running from Marseilles to Beyrouth. directly by Malta returned
from Beyrouth hy way of Smyrna and Constantinople. This was a
provisional modification because of the Syrian Campaign. Service
reverted to that of the 6th variant with the salllng of Sa g
on June 29, 1861 from Marseilles.

.....

June 8, 1861, i
Letter datelined . ..
at Lyon, it went
directly aboard
the Meandre at
Marseilles which
galled. Juna S Niai.d. . il e ld bl b i L ] . Bl
the Syrian route. The 50 centimes (5 decimes) rate effective Dec, 1856
per 7% grams, paid by the imperforate issue of 1853—60 (both Dle I)
cancelled by the anchor in a lozenge of dots.

Letter is addressed to Brousse (Bruaa) in Asia Minor, Brusa was the
capitol of the vilayet of Khodavendighar at the north foot of Mount
Olympus, 57 miles S.S,E, of Constantinople. It was one of the most
flourishing domains of the Turkish dominions. 57 ] '

Constantinople. Docket notes arrival at

(/’15 June 15, Arrival backstamp, transit at
o } Brusa on the 18th,

Fmu

2.7

rl



1865

LES PAQUEBOTS DE LA MEDITERRANEE
Paqucboi Menzaleth

Cachet & datelerrong) MENSALE

1008 tons, 280 horsepower, iron hull, screw steasmer, 98 meters.

Constructed at la Seyne in 1863-64. First voyage 6 May 1865 to
Constantinople.

(85 e

€ ety PAOUEBO TS
o e PE 14 PD
& i e MEDI TERRANEE

May 17, 1865. Letter is datelined at Constantinople this
date and posted aboard the Menzaleth, This ship had been sup-
plied with a date stamp of erroneous spelling, MENSALE, which
was struck upon her departure from Constantinople May 17. This
handstamp of error was used until the outgoing voyage of Jan,
6, 1866, when the correct cds MENZALETH was used.

May 23. Arrival backstamp at Marseilles
agrees with the recorded arrival date of
Menzaleth at Marseilles.

May 24. Destination backstamp at
Grencoble,

FMY e ©



1863

LES PAQUEBOTS DELA .MJEDI_TERRANEE‘.‘ !
- Paguebot NEVA

617 tons, constructed at Ciotat, 1857/58.
- First postal voyage: 5 March 1859 to Constantinople.-

fba a‘,:t' wdr g  PAQUEBOTE -
. ‘ vl -1 sy .’1. FRRR- AR L DE LA .
2 - |MEDITERRANES

PD

FoGw e M e

- March 19, 1863. Letter posted aboard the Neva, which left
Constantinople on this date (also the dateline of the letter).
Records show she arrived marseille march 26, which date is
. verified by transit backstamps of this letter. =

| ASE
"$‘26§& _
A\MARS n)
(ﬁﬁ Backstamps: P
_ March 26. Marseille to Lyon RR transit. Lyon receipt
- Marseille receipt Circular center for night train, backstamp.
~+ backstamp, transit. = 1st Section, Brigade D.

[ AR



1865

LES PAQUEBOTS DE LA MEDITERRANEE

chc;uebcf PHASE

626 Tons, constructed at Ciotat in 1856/57.
First postal voyage: 29 May 1858 to Constantinople.

,-d""—:-"——'— — « -

/

7

f ¢‘£7 Jvz-;é?;h)a/;/f?f] 7/} _,ﬂ;, ?; . Cf/)f' ;% 2 é_% N
| J 26 X 7 ) : . = =

.....
P

Jan. 14, 1865, Letter posted aboard
the paquebot PHASE on her outward jour-
ney to Constantinople.

Jan, 17, 18656, Transit
backstamp at Messina, Italy,
first port of call of the
PHASE.

PIRUSCAT]
POSTALI
FRANCESI
Italian marking showing Jan. 19, 1865. Palermo
handling by French packet. receipt backstamp.

FMH 250



1858

_ LES PAQUEBOTS DE LA MEDITERRANEE
_.Paquebot VATICAN g

280 toms, constructed at nrmand dockyards, Bordeaux, 1853/54m?m? iﬂ 
Flrst Postal Vnyage. 26.Fcbruary 1855, to Italy.p S ITTRG T W

_.'_.‘.' .:',.‘.,_-. r p)h ),.I.."".' e i pasid _:,.:‘,__..‘ i
R i' SIS | BE: Bey .. i i gud L
B R 1 R S

. June 8 1858 Letter posted aboard the kticam at her stap at. Naplea.;_
~'his was the regular run of the "Ligne D'Italie", which left Malta every
”Sunday,'stopping at H6331na later that day, and Tuesday at Naples (June 8,:
1858 was a Tuesday) Thls lettar was evidentally turned over to another
ship direct, Naples-Marseilles, as backstamp shows Cette- Toulouse date of
June 9. The Vatican did not arrive at Marseilles unt11 June 12.5 P P.,- I %
Porte Payee, or nald to French port Qs ex;t only. : ) i ;

Jupne 9, 1858.  June 10. Entry . Jume 11, 1858, Barcelona receipt
Cette to Toulouse . mark at backstamp. 4 rels, Spanish inland . .
|| night train, 2nd Junguera, - dué. : RGNS DO O NS VIR T e

Section, Brigade A. Spanish border
' ! station, LS

FUH 2200
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1836

FRENCH MARITIME POSTAL HISTORY
FRENCH FOREIGN — B3dme,Legion Mo.il.
Fomigation at Toulom

i T
ARMEE EXPEDr
D°AFRIQUE

Jan. 28, 1836.
TLetter posted by
trooper of the
"Expeditionary
Army of Africal
at Bone. Service
_ by naval vessels
ge Philippevitie ~ B8ne was maintained on
(A\qiery) a 10 day bhasis

from Algiers to
Toulon.

Ovgn

Feb. 20, 1836.

this date stamp.
Tetter held at the
Lazaretto where it
was disinfected
(note slits to
allow penetration
of vapors).

Feb., 29, 1836,
receipt backstamp.

Tancy

FMHK 22% 0

Letter incoming at
Toulon and received




FRENCH MARITIME POSTAL HISTORY

FRENCH FOREIGN LEGION MAIL - Armae D'Afrique

- ——-

ra B »
ARMEE EXPED'®
D’AFRIQUE

March 7, 1835.
Bone, North Africa by a French
Legionaire, "2nd cannonier-
conducteur en garrison a Bone-
En Afrigue",

April 7,
Montauban.

1835.

Letter headed at

April 3,

1835.
incoming at Toulon-Sur-Mer.
African mail was handled through
Algiers (Alger), with gun boats
on a ten day basis from Algiers
to Toulon.

Letter stamped

(s

Receipt backstamp at

FML 2300
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1834

FRENCH MARITIME POSTAL HISTORY

FUMIGATED MAIL
Lazaretto at Toulonm.

%é/f’?’d %

liail from all the Mediterranean Provinces (Alexandria,
Tunis, Tangier), but particularly from Algiers, arrived aboard
the gunhoats plyving between Algiers (Alger) and Toulon on a
ten day basis. g

This mail was subjected to purification at Toulon by slitt-
ing the letters (note slits below) which was to allow easier
penetration of the fumigation vapors. Covers were marked in
red, later in black, with this script stamp. (5208).

v
g

APMEE EXPEDCe
DAFRIQUE

Letter posted at
Oran, North Africa by
trooper of the
"Expeditionary Army
of Africa'". Letter
passed through Toulon
(see above) near
Marseille.

July 3, 1834,
TLetter received at
Valence. 5 decimes
due from recipient.




1868

FRENCH STEAMSHIF’ SERVICE TO NORTH AFRICA

. b LIGNE DE MARSEILLE A ORAN

Sicqnn '“lc:
184)[4~ 1o 187900

/7
il _ / :
e | / ?
Y E IR / b
T T 1 o — Alqec
. .: * ot (&\ﬁe\rl)

July 29, 1868. ALoRAN

= Philippeville

Béne

Letter posted at

Oran, North Africa

aboard the Oran to Marseille steamer.
Trip took about 50 hours.

August 1. Letter stamped incoming at
Marseille with "Bateau a Vapor" mark
with broken outside rim, and stamp
cancelled with "2240" of Marseille.

August 1, 1868.

Receipt backstamp
at Cette, France.

FMU 240.0



(%

1865

FRENCH STEAMSHIP SERVICE TO NORTH AFRICA
LIGNE DE MARSEILLE A STORA(PHILIPPEVILLE) ET BONE

La Compagnie des Messogderies Impériales

Marseille
Touvlop

CelTe

g
,\
X
1
|
4 |
|

’, Y -
y 7 ; = L I~ /'
Xz Alger
Qran (Argiers) Philippeville Béne

g Tuml’s

March 14, 1865. Letter (writ-
ten Mar. 8) routed aboard steam-~
er bound from Philippeville to
Marseille, BAT.A VAP.= Bateau a
Vapeur applied at Marseille,

March 14, 1865, Letter received
at Marseille and stamp cancelled
with the "2240" cancellation of
Marseille and backstamped with

C|de'

FMKE 2450



1877

FRENCH STEAMSHIP SERVICE TO NORTH AFRICA

LIGNE DE MARSEILLE A PHILIPPEVILLE ET BONE

La Compagnie des Massegeries |Imperioles

Earlier letters handled by the Marseille to Rone line re-
ceived this dated "Bateau a Vapeur'" (Steamship) cancellations
when arriving at their destinations (as here at larseille) and
the stamps were cancelled with the numbered obliterator of
llarseille. Iater only the steamship marks were used, both as
transit marks, and to cancel the stamps.

April 29, 1877. Letter travelled aboard
steamship on the Philippeville to Marseille
route and received this mark incoming at
llarseille. Note year slug has dropped out.

= MH 2v9.0
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FRENCH STEAMSHIP SERVICE TO NORTH. AFRICA
ALGIERS TO MARSEILLE

Lo Compoagnie Charles et Augquste Bozin

In 1835 the shipping company of Bazin, Marseille, handled the
mail on the lMarseille to Algiers (Alger) trip. Their packets had
on board "boites mobiles" or mobile boxes for receiving mail
aboard up to the last minute.

The steamers departed for llarseille on the 5, 15 and 25th of
each month, returning to Algiers on the 10, 20 and 30th.

/1 )
| Dec. 5, 1846,

i > | Unpaid letter
hﬂ\““%:r J stamped incom-|
\\ | ing at Marseil-

le with the date

= "HK;“\ 1 of sailing at

Algierg shown.

: S ~Lar |
Dec, 3.
_ Transit back-
A. BOISSIERE; ot s stamp at
ALGER: > Marseille,
it ARNRITN
../_..‘. ; 4»-, Y b
d ﬂ '//’ & [ |1T.’-\)I
oL u(f | J
Jlee ; "3,
Paris receipt.
Letter rated
(mms .,U.L,) at
: 20 centimes,
N single. 31lo.

# due for unpaid
letter fee,

F M 880



1870

FRENCH STEAMSHIP SERVICE TO NORTH. AFRICA
LIGNE DE MARSEILLE A ALGER

Cefte

Alger ' =)
( Algie rs) Philippeville Béne

July 30, 1870,
Letter written
July 28 at Algiers.
This mark struck
when received at
Marseille showing
it arrived by
steamship (Bateau
a Vapeur) from
Algers (Algiers),

el Stamp cancelled at

Marseille with the "2240"
2-2[10 " post office number oblit- July 30, 1870,
o ew erator of Marseille. Receipt mark at

Cette.

- FMH 260.0




(871

PRENCH STEAMSHIP SERVICE TO NORTH. AFRICA

ALGIERS TO MARSEILLE

The prepaid rate in 1871 was 20 centimes, single, to
France, and 30 centimes, single, to England. This letter
went by a steamer of la Compagnie des Messageries Imperiale
at the 30 c¢. rate to Scotland (Fcosse).

gl L

May 6, 1871. Letter date Stamp was not cancelled until

stamped incoming at llarseille letter reached llarseille, where

showing origin at Algiers the "2240" obliterator of Marseille
was applied and letter marked with

(Alger) and BAT, A VAP,(Bateau
a Vapeur) steamship mark. red "Paid to Destination" stamp.

Marseille May 9, 1871, Edinburgh

May 6, 1871.
receipt backstamp.

to Lyon, 1lst Section, R.R.
backstamp. Brigade C,



1864
FRENCH STEAMSHIP SERVICE TO NORTH AFRICA

ALGIERS TO MARSEILLE INSUFFICIENTLY PREPAID

This letter was posted at Algiers (Alger) for Sheffield,
England. The rate in 1864 was 20 cen‘tlmes per 7% grams, 1'or'th
Africa to France, 30 centimes per 74 grams to England. This was

a double weight letter and the sender prepaid 20 c. x 2 = 40 ¢,
double to France, which made it 20 cemtimes underpaid to England.

ﬂ@}l\ S
[ 70N 5% WA R
{ (,{_j,.ﬁf \. ) HOOS ) AFFRANCHISSEMENT
\\\\54 ) ) v &) i INSUPPISANT
ilay 24, 1864, Letter received at Stamped "insufficiently
Algiers, date stamped and stamps paid" at lMarseille,
cancelled with "5005" obliterator
assigned to Algiers.

QMay 23, 1864. lars- lMay 24, 1864, Lyon to May 25, 1364,
eille to Lyon rail- Paris R.R. transit back- TLondon transit back-
road transit back- stamp (stamped twice). stamp.
stamp., G is Brigade, 1lst Section.

oR LFETR
QYT Postage due mark, London, May 25,
. TO .| where letter was assessed V’M‘{ 25 ) Sheffield
O 1 sh., unpaid letter rate. 4—/ receipt b'kstp.

F’ M H 2760



1863

FRENCH MARITIME POSTAL

ALGERIA -GERMANY

PF et /a%'f

HISTORY

|
/i’;é;:é\'\\ . o '. et
(5)) 5008
‘9‘{&53\}3, ‘.:.:.'

October 10, 1863.

7% grams, letter overpaid 10c.

/‘..éﬁ-‘.{:"jo

/¥ {3 \f,_?..,‘\
] e o)
=\ OCT |=)
A 63 Al
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Oct. 13 (?), 1863. Paris
to Strasbourg, RR transit back-
stamp.

4O centimes stamp
cancelled by "5005" of Algiers (Alger).
Rate beyond France in Europe was 30c. per

October 14, 1863.
Paris transit back-
stamp.

FRANKR | GBER |
T. T |BELG

German entry mark showing letter

from France (Frankreich) through
Belgium.



1863

(:‘ FRENCH STEAMSHIP SERVICE TO NORTH AFRICA
" ALGIERS TO MARSEILLE

Lo Combagnie des MessadeTies l'm_\pé.i-iolca_

In April 1854 the "Imperial Shipping Line Co." (Ia Compagnie
des llessageries Imperiale) took over the postal services between
| Marseille and Algiers. In addition, they also handled the mail
to Oran, to Stora (Philippeville) with supplementary lines to
Bone and Tunis. The run Marseille - Algiers took 50 hours.

-'. Tun;‘y
4/ heoabd - — > :‘:"_" el g : h"'?--:.. - Ly . L .”_. h& / -
i 3 R e (:;1"_ G e /S
(8 Oran prera) Ph.lippeville Béne

iyl
Feb. 10,1863
Letter posted
at Algiers
and stamp
cancelled by
the "5005"
obliterator
of Algiers,

The letter missed the steamer
that day, and this "after depar-
AL RA ture" stamp was impressed to
DESART show why letter hadn't sailed

on the date shown on the c.d.s.

Feb. 14, 1863,
Marseille back-
stamp. Had letter
made Feb.1l0 steam-
er it would have |
]C'gleared M t 8e .FEb ol

FMH 2800 y



e 1871
" FRENCH STEAMSHIP SERVICE TO NORTH AFRICA
ALGIERS TO MARSEILLE 1 |
l

August 30, 1871. Letter for France posted at Algiers (Alger)
and paid at the 20 centime rate. This was the same rate as though
posted in Continental France. Stamp is cancelled by the Gross
Chiffres "5005", French Bureau number of Algiers. Algiers dated
backstamp, 3rd delivery. ' P

BM

hattér dusﬁ ﬁéde the ship as it  Sept. 2. Arrival backstamp
was put into the Boite Mobile (B. at Marseille. The trip from
M.) or "moveable box) and receiv-  Algiers to Marseille took 50

ed this mark, Not listed in Sall- hours.

es for use Alger-Marseille.

Fri

28l o

Fi
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1864

FRENCH STEAMSHIP SERVICE TO NORTH AFRICA

ALGIERS TO MARSEILLES

Lo Compagnie des Messa.geTigs Imperial

Unpoid Letter: mqpe prepaid rate per 7% grams from Algeria
to mainland France was the same as if the letter had been mailed
in France itself, namely 20 centimes. Unpaid letters were charged
at the port du rate of 30 centimes per 7% grams.

&
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Feb. 18, 1864.Letter Feb. 23, 1864. Feb, 25; 1864,
posted unpaid at Blidah, Ambulant transit Arrival backstamp at
town sbout 25 miles in- at Marseilles, Clermont-Ferrand.
land from Algiers.

Characteristic double outline due
mark, indicating 30 centimes due from
recipient for an unpaid letter. Pre-

ngw paid rate from Algeria (considered
part of Metropolitan France) was 20
centimes,
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1865
FRENCH STEAMSHIP SERVICE TO NORTH AFRICA
LIGNE DE MARSEILLE A ALGER

Stamp, 20 centimes rate, (June) 22, 1865. Tetter marked
cancelled at Marseille with incoming at ilarseille showing it
the "2240" Post Office arrived by steamship (Bateau a
number of llarseille. Vapeur) from Algeria (Algers).

Note missing month slug.

June 22, 1865, Marseille June 3. Paris receipt
to Lyon Ambulant (RR) transit, backstamp.
1st Section, Brigade A, back-
stamp.

FmiA 72 0.0
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O i FRENCH STEAMSHIP SERVICE TO NORTH AFBICA
MARSEILLE TO BONE P E - Marseille Boite Mobile

[PD

Nov. 16, 1875,
‘Ietter'written 55

and posted aboard

received this Roite

of the "liessageries

, June 19 875,
Stamps cancelled

numeral of Bone
and transit date
stamped., ILetter
then transferred
to the steamship
Oncle-Joseph for
the trip Bone to
Tunis,

Arabic) at Marseille
steamship to Bdne. It

Mobile (Mobile Box)
date stamp. The bureﬁu

Maritimes" at Mars-
eille kept the mobile
box at their port
offices where letters

- at ROne with "SOISW
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1860

53
FRENCH STEAMSHIP SERVICE ALONG NORTH AFRICA
COURRIER DE L'ESPAGNE, ORAN A GIBRALTAR/TANGER/CADIX

In March, 1852 the steamer service to Spain was inaugurated
just to Cadiz, principally to facilitate the provisioning of coal
to the navy, despite difficulties and opposition posed by the
Spanish sanitary authorities. The cover below shows stains from
vinegar and pin holes (rastel marks) used in the fumigation of
mail.
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May 25, 1860. y
Letter posted I;{
unpaid at Ali- &5
cante, Spain. \;
Marked T = Taxe
(postage due).

It went to Gib-
raltar on the Marseilles to Seville = Roovle of lefter arseille

L ~= Marscille-5eyille
packet route. (See map). d oo e dEmat

""" Coeurrierde |'Quest

A 27 e
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May 28, 1860. Marked as out of \\.}"o o { K& W Blidah
Spain, destination Oran aboard the &
"Courrier d'Espagne" ship which went ¥

Cadiz-Tangier-Gibraltar-Nemours-QOran.

May 29, 1860. May 30, 1860.
L&) Transit backstamp. i Arrival backstamp at
SORAN ™ Letter travelled /ﬁggﬁgg Blidah, town 25 miles
ﬁ /%e@f}\”H aboard the "Courr- 130N inland from Algiers.

(s#fs

MAT \ 5 decimes due,
N @6 /)'l
S

B e e, e, o, o, o, o, e, o, e, e, e, e, e, M, R, P, PR R P M e N M M R I P e K M M I M I el

\ i“ﬁm; ! ier de L'Ouest",
\\\le&’/f Oran to Algiers

AR (Alger).
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1870 I

FRENCH STEAMSHIP SERVICE ALONG NORTH AFRICA
COURRIER DE L'OUEST:ALGER A ORAN
La Compognie de Novigation wmixte (TOUACHE)

A Steamshi§ line was operated by la Compagnie de Navigation
mixte (TOUACHE) from Algiers to Oran with several stops in be-

tween (see map below), Connecting lines at Oran went on to
Spain, and at Algiers to Tunis.
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|
|
l

BM]

July 4, 1870,
This letter was
posted aboard
the steamship
at Mostaganem.
It there receiv-
ed this "B.M,"
or RBoite liobile
(liobile Rox)
mark of the
Cie Touache,

PU July 5, 1870. lobile Box was
O S s taken ashore at Oran and the letter

._': 5051 stamped with the receipt c.d.s. of
SR el Oran and the stamp cancelled with
-o:‘. the "5051" Of OI'aI'l.

ITmiy 3oy



1868

FRENCH STEAMSHIP SERVICE ALONG NORTH AFRICA

COURRIER DE L'EST: ALGER A BONE

Bine-LaCalle-Tunis Line

oy
1;.: )}.u}: of cover helow \ latch 25, 1868.Letter
s picked up by steamer at
: Bougie, Algeria on the

i - R westbound Bone to Algers
s & & & N & trip. Handstamp struck
& ¢ q;“‘?"’/ IR A? aboard ship BAT, A VAP,

£ogh 1 a8 v (Steamship).

JJES ADDE
" BOUGIE (ALGERIED

(7/////

5005 ( (s )
;,-'larc‘x} 31, 1868. Upon arrival April 2, 1868. ITetter
at Algiers (Alger) stamp was can- carried by the normal Algers-
celled by the "5005" numbered Marseille Steamer, date back-

obliterator of Algiers and date stamped upon arrival at y117e
N 4l S T S =

backstamped,
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