POSTAL SAVINGS

THIS ALBUM CONTAINS:
PS 1 THRU PS 4

THE COMPLETE POSTAL SAVINGS STAMP COLLECTION IS IN
THE FOLLOWING ALBUMS:
1. POSTAL SAVINGS STAMPS PS1-4
2. POSTAL SAVINGS STAMPS PS5-11
3. POSTAL SAVINGS STAMPS PS 12 - 15
4. POSTAL SAVINGS BOOKLETS
5. MISCELLANEOUS ALBUM.

THE MISCELLANEOUS ALBUM CONTAINS THE FOLLOWING
SHEETS.

PS4 SHEET OF 100, UR POSITION, P# 5506
Ps11 SHEET OF 100. UL POSITION, P# 22714
Ps12 SHEET OF 100, UR POSITION, P# 22’%17
Ps13 SHEET OF 100, LR POSITION, P# 22718

PS14 SHEET OF 100. UL POSITION, P# 22720
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POSTAL SAVINGS STAMPS

A BRIEF HISTORY

“The Postal Savings System was established by act of Congress, approved June 25, 1910 to
provide facilities for deposit of savings at interest with the security of the United States
Government, for repayment on demand.” “ Post offices, branches and stations were designated
as Postal Savings Depositories.”

The first stamp PS-1 and an accompany deposit card PS-2 were issued on January 3, 1911, as
shown on subsequent pages, the deposit card had a 10 cent stamp imprinted in the upper left
corner, and provided 9 additional spaces for stamps,and when filled the card was canceled and
the face amount of the stamps on the card -$1- were deposited to a Postal Savings Account.

Later in 1911 an additional 10 cent stamp and a 10 cent Deposit Card was issued, these two
items identified by the designation PS-4 & PS-5 were printed in a deep blue. A deposit card is
recognized by Lindquist and Scott as a PS-3, with the notation in Scotts “A 10 cent deep blue
with a head of Washington in circle..... no evidence it was ever placed in service”

The War Savings program of 1917, the Treasury Savings program of 1920 probably diminished
the emphasis on the Postal Savings system as the only emission by the system was a new type of
Deposit Card, form PS333 issued by the Post Office Department in September 1920. This card
did not contain an imprint of the first stamp but there were 10 numbered spaces for the then
current Postal Savings Stamps. This card does not have a designation in Scotts as it was not
“accountable paper”.

The Postal Savings system seemly worked to the satisfaction of all concerned for it was not until
1936 - 25 years after the first stamp that the 3rd version of the same stamp was issued and
designated PS-6 a 10 cent blue of the same design as the PS-4, using new plates.

Finally in 1940 the “old design” of the stamps was revised, new plates manufactured and 4 new
stamps issued. The PS-7, PS-8, PS-9, & PS-10, having values of 10, 25, 50 cents & $1
respectively. Coinciding with this new issue of stamps, new deposit cards were also issued. A
separate card for 25 each of the 10cent stamps and similar cards for 25 each of the 25 cent and
50 cent values. One additional card with spaces for 18 of the $1 value and 3 of the 25 cent for a
total of $18.75, sufficient for the purchase of a $25 United States Savings Bond.

In one final effort, on May 1, 1941, the then present values of 10, 25, 50 cent and $1 were again
redesigned in a new “Defense Postal Savings Issue” featuring the appreciate slogan “America on
Guard” and having as the main feature of the design, a rendering of the statue of the “Minute
Man” which stands in Concord, MA. In addition to these stamps a $5 value was added along
with the 10 & 25 cent values in Booklet form.

A literature reference has been noted that dealt with the discontinuation of the Postal Savings
System and the deadline for redemption this about 1960-70, however this reference is not
presently available.
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POSTAIL SAVINGS STAMPS

PROOFS & SPECIMEN

PS1P

PS4P

PS4S
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POSTAL SAVINGS STAMPS

1911 ISSUE

“ — =

1S POSTALL S
e ——Tmg e T

THIS CARD WITH NINE |O-CENT POSTAL SAVINGS STAMPS AFFIXED WILL BE ACCEPTED
BY THE POSTMASTER AT ANY POSTAL SAVINGS DEPOSITORY OFFICE IN THE
UNITED STATES AS A DEPOSIT OF ONE DOLLAR AND PLACED TO THE CREDIT OF THE

DEPOSITOR, EITHER IN OPENING AN ACCOUNT OR IN ADDING TO AN EXISTING ACCOUNT.
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POSTAL SAVINGS STAMPS

TYPE PS-1

PLATE NO. 5504

Left
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POSTAL SAVINGS STAMPS

TYPE PS-1

PLATE NO. 5504
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POSTAL SAVINGS STAMPS

TYPE PS~1

PLATE NO. 5505
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POSTAL SAVINGS STAMPS

TYPE PS-1

PLATE NO. 5506
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POSTAL SAVINGS STAMPS

TYPE PS-1

PLATE NO. 5507
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POSTAL SAVINGS STAMPS

TYPE PS-1

PLATE NO. §507
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POSTAL SAVINGS STAMPS

TYPE PS-1

When the Postal Savings Stamps were issued the Bureau of Engraving and Printing were
experimenting with a new type of spacing between the stamps. This to compensate for uneven
paper shrinkage that had been dampened for the printing process. It had been determined that
the shrinkage seemed to be greater at the outer edges of the sheet and thus the outer 6 vertical
rows on each side of the plate were spaced 3mm apart while the inner rows had 2mm spacing
between the stamps. It was thought that this spacing would compensate for the shrinkage and
enable the Bureau to produce more evenly spaced perforated stamps. To distinguish these
experimental plates an “open star” was placed in front of the plate number. Below are blocks
with the 2 & 3 mm spacing, which also show some variations in the print color.

3 mm Light Print 3 mm Dark print

2 mm Light Print 2 mm Dark print
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POSTAL SAVINGS STAMPS

TYPE PS-1

The experimentation by the Bureau of Engraving and Printing with the spacing of stamps on the
printing plate as described on the previous page enables collectors to identify the location of
Plate Blocks in some cases. If the plate block contains more than 3 stamps in width, It’s location
on the printed sheet of 400 may be identified as shown below. The plate layout on the opposite
page has the 3 mm spaced rows indicated in red.

UL Plate Block - spacing between stamps left to right is 3-3-3-2
mm. For the UL Plate Block the spacing would be 3-3-3-3 mm

LR Plate Block - spacing between stamps left to right is 3-3-3
mm. For the LL Plate Block the spacing would be 3-3-2 mm.
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POSTAL SAVINGS STAMPS

TYPE PS-2

ORIGINAL MODEL

This card was purchased in the Robbins Auction 6/21-23/1984, Lot #23 16, and is described as an
original model of the PS-2. This item is not dated, but a comparison with the final product the
PS-2, and the PS2P on the following page, indicates little if any changes in the composition of
the layout. The major difference is the deletion of the signature Frank E
Hitchcock located in the bottom frame line.

e 1 IS ! n ..':';_l._\ ;I Wy
= _THIS CARD- e -
SAVINGS STAMPS AFFIXED WilL BE ACCEPTED BY |
THE POSTMASTER ATANY POSTAL SAVINGS DEROSITORY OFFICE INTRE UNITED -
STATES AS A DEPOSIT OF ONE DOLILAR AND PLACED TOTHE CREDIT OF THE DEPOSITOR,
EITHER IN OPENING AN ACCOUNT ORIN ADDING TOAN EXISTING ACCOUNT.
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POSTAL SAVINGS STAMPS

TYPE PS-2

Ps2p

This card was purchased in the William Weiss Auction 9/21/1996. It was described as a proof
copy of the PS-2. The comments by Lewis Kaufman and the background information that came
with the card would seem to verify it’s status as a proof. The first PS-1 plate #5579 was assigned
11/28/10 and went to press 12/12/10. The card was approved 11/28/10 the same day the first plate
number was assigned. The existence of the PS4S is a slight puzzle, as it was first printed, printed
in blue 8/3/11, it may have been affixed after the first blue printing for an in office reference.
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POSTAIL SAVINGS STAMPS

TYPE PS-2

The PS-2 Card was issued simultaneously with the PS-1 Stamp and when filled with nine

additional stamps it could be redeemed and deposited to a Postal Savings Account. Neither

Lindquist or Wiley mention the existence of different paper stock colors. The two cards below
seem to be printed on significantly different color card stock.

Yellow Card Stock

Gray Card Stock
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POSTAL SAVINGS STAMPS

TYPE PS-2

Cards were redeemed for deposit to the Postal Savings Account as was the card below. The
reverse of the card has the following notations: “Acct 42” , “Aug 18 1916” & “Laconia,
(Lockport Station) NY”. Additional canceled cards have been seen with the notation “cash” & a
“Date” thus it would seem there were several ways to redeem the cards.

BY THE POSTMASTER AT ANY POSTAL SAVINGS D
UNITED STATES AS A DE| IT OF ONE DOLLAR AND PLACED T
O
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POSTAL SAVINGS STAMPS
TYPE PS-3
ESSAY
This card is noted in Scott as follows. “A 10 cent deep blue with a head of Washington in circle

imprinted on deposit card (136x79mm) exists, but there is no evidence that it was ever placed in
use”. The paragraph below the card is from the H. L. Lindquist monograph on Savings Stamps.

- ——  ——— e ——eg —_— —

A.S Hostal Savinms Card

> >

THIS CARD WITH NINE 10-CENT POSTAL SAVINGS STAMPS AFFIXED WILL

BE ACCEPTED BY THE POSTMASTER AT ANY POSTAL SAVINGS DEPOSITORY
. OFFICE IN THE UNITED STATES AS A DEPOSIT OF ONE DOLLAR

AND PLACED TO THE CREDIT OF THE DEPOSITOR,EITHER IN
OPENING AN ACCOUNT OR IN ADDING TO AN EXISTING ACCOUNT.

e 3 4

1911. PS3. 10c deep blue. An entirely different design with the head of
Washington. Imprinted on Deposit Card. Design same size as previous
card—136x79 mm.

This card bears the heading: “U. 8. Postal Savings Card,”” and is fol-
lowed by a paragraph with the wording: “T'his card with nine 10c Postal
Savings Stamps affixed will be aceepted by the Postmaster at any Postal Savings
Depository office in the United States as a deposit of $1 when placed to the
credit of the depositor, either in opening an account, or in adding to an exist-
e account.’’

This card was discovered by Vahan Mozian, Ine., and up to the time of
writing it is the only copy that is known. It secems possible that this card
may have been an essay, prepared but never used, for it seems certain that if
they were ever in general distribution additional copies would turn up.

In a letter dated June 12, 1943, in answer to an inquiry sent by Iluegh M.
Clark, Alvin W. 1lall, Director of the Bureau of Iingraving and Printing, stated
that a 10c Postal Savings Card, with the head of Washington, similar to the
sketeh whieh Mr. Clavk had submitted, was printed from 1910 to 1914, Tt is
hoped that the facts surrounding this issue ean later he dug up.
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POSTAL SAVINGS STAMPS

1911 & 1936 ISSUE

‘ CENTS
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PS-4

e IS I S— »
THIS CARD WITH NINE 10-CENT POSTAL SAVINGS STAMPS AFFIXED WiILL BE ACCEPTED
BY THE POSTMASTER AT ANY POSTAL SAVINGS DEPOSITORY OFFICE IN THE
NE DOLLAR AND PLACED TO THE CREDIT OF THE
DEPOSITOR,EITHER IN OPENING AN ACCOUNT ORIN ADDING TO AN EXISTING ACCOUNT.

o 3 4

PS-5
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POSTAL SAVINGS STAMPS

TYPE PS-4

PLATE NO. 5504
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POSTAL SAVINGS STAMPS

TYPE PS-4

PLATE NO. 5504
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POSTAL SAVINGS STAMPS

TYPE PS-4

PLATE NO. 5505
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POSTAIL SAVINGS STAMPS

TYPE PS-4

PLATE NO. 5505
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POSTAL SAVINGS STAMPS

TYPE PS-4

PLATE NO. 55086
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POSTAL SAVINGS STAMPS

TYPE PS-4.

PLATE NO. 5506
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POSTAL SAVINGS STAMPS

TYPE PS-4

PLATE NO. 5507
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POSTAL SAVINGS STAMPS

TYPE PS-4

PLATE NO. 8507
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POSTAIL SAVINGS
STAMPS

TYPE PS-4

EXPERIMENTAL SPACING

The experimentation by the Bureau
of Engraving and Printing with the
spacing of the stamps as described in
the section on the PS-1 continued
with the PS-4 issue.

The piece on the left which is all 10
rows of one of the panes, illustrates

“the 2 and 3mm vertical spacing
within each pane of 100. From left to
right the spacing between row 1 & 2
is 2mm as it is between row 2 & 3
also3 & 4.

The wider spacing of 3mm can be
noted for the space between row 4 &
5 and for the balance of the sheet.
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POSTAL SAVINGS STAMPS

TYPE PS-4

INITALS IN THE MARGINS

The row of initials frequently found in the margins of the PS-1 and PS-4 are those of the
pressmen who used the plates in the printing of the stamps. Every time one of those plates was
turned over to a pressman, he impressed his initials on the plate margin before putting the plate
to press, as a check upon its use. The system of putting on these initials was discontinued shortly
after this issue appeared, and are found only on PS-1 and PS-4. (From H. L. Lindquist
Monograph on Savings Stamps)
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POSTAL SAVINGS STAMPS

TYPE PS-4

POSTAL USAGE
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POSTAL SAVINGS STAMPS

TYPE PS-5

The PS-5 Deposit Card was issued simultaneously with the PS-4 Stamp late in 1911, and as with
the previous Deposit Card when filled with 9 additional stamps it could be redeemed and
deposited to a Postal Savings Account. Nothing in the literature explains the decision to change
the color from yellow to blue only 10 months after the PS-1 and PS-2 were issued.

THIS CARD W(TH NINE IO-CENT POSTAL SAVINGS STAMPS AFFIXED WI LL BE ACCEPTED
BY THE POSTMASTER AT ANY POSTAL SAVINGS DEPOSITORY OFFICE IN THE
UNITED STATES AS A DEPOSIT OF ONE DOLLAR AND PLACED TO THE CREDIT OF THE
DEPOSITOR, EITHER IN OPENING AN ACCOUNT OR {N ADDING TO AN EXISTING ACCOUNT.
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THIS CARD WITH NINE 10-CENT POSTAL SAVINGS STAMPS AFFIXED WILL BE ACCEPTED
BY THE POSTMASTER ATANY POSTAL SAVINGS DEPOSH’ORY Q JIN THE
UNITED STATES AS A DEPOSIT OF ONE DOLLAR AN > CR

DEPOSITOR, E!THE IN PEN <
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POSTAL SAVINGS STAMPS

TYPE PS-3

As noted on the previous page, the PS-5 card was issued only 10 months afier the PS-2 Card.
With the issuance of both cards accompanying stamps, PS-1 and PS4 were issued in
complimentary colors. Stamps once issued were valid for redemption until the Postal Savings
System was was dismantled in the late 1960’s thus it is understandable that PS-2 and PS-5
deposit cards exist with both PS-1 and PS4 stamps. One example is shown below.

ANGS

— A et B oD i, =
THIS CARD WITH NINE |0-CENT POSTAL SAVINGS STAMPS AFFIXED WILL BE ACCEPTED
BY THE POSTMASTER ATANY POSTAL SAVINGS DEPOSITORY OFFICE IN THE
e -%1ONE DOLLAR A?ND PLACED TO THE CREDIT OF THE
SITOR, HER OPE Al QR IN

ADDING TO AN EXISTING ACCOUNT.
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POSTAL SAVINGS STAMPS

NEW FORMAT SAVINGS CARD - ISSUED SEPTEMBER 1920

Between the years 1911 and 1936 there were no new Postal Savings Stamps issued, however a
new type of savings card was issued in September 1920. A mint card is shown on the following
page ( front and reverse side) and below is a canceled card that was turned in for redemption.

When the card had been filled with 10 stamps it could be redeemed for cash or $1 could be
deposited to the individuals Postal Savings Account. The Postal Savings Account at that time
paid 2% interest, and the promise to repay is detailed on the reverse of the card in 25 languages.

pikeD States @nuermm‘nt

I

POSTAL SAVYINGS %AEED
LACF.) TEN POSTAL SAVINGS STAMPS

Y OFFICE AS A DEPOSIT
QR MAY BE REDEEMED I

S 333
(September, 1920)
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POSTAL SAVINGS STAMPS

NEW FORMAT SAVINGS CARD - ISSUED SEPTEMBER 1920

iteD States @nuermn t

POSTAL SAVINGS GCARD

PLACE TEN POSTAL SAVINGS STAMPS ON THE

4 -IHE SPACES NUMBERED. THE CARD WILL THEN
10- BE ACCEPTED AT ANY POSTAL SAVINGS DE-
SAVINGS {STAMP POSITORY OFFICE AS A DEPOSIT OF ONE
E DOLLAR, OR MAY BE REDEEMED IN CASH
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POSTAL SAVINGS STAMPS

Ps-6

PLATE # 21485
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POSTAL SAVINGS STAMPS

PS-6

PLATE # 21485
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POSTAL SAVINGS STAMPS

The plates for the original Postal Savings Stamps and the Postal Savings Official Mail
were considered to be “Postal” in function. Thus they were assigned numbers in the
regular postage plate numbering system. This plate assignment system continued thru
the 1940 issue - PS-7 thru PS-10. For a reason not yet understood or documented, two
plates for the 10 Cent PS-11 and 25 cent PS-12 sheet stamps and 4 plates each of the
complimentary booklet stamps were assigned 6 digit “Miscellaneous Numbers”

Plate numbers are assigned consecutively as each plate is made. Thus it happened that
the 1936 Savings plate numbers were adjacent in the series of two coil plate numbers.
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