
Do you remember when stamp collecting was “simpler?” It seems that today,
specialization is the norm and narrowing one’s interest to a specific country or

time period is required—or so we are told. Exhibiting, and all of its prerequisites,
have led many collectors on a path more complicated (unquestionably challenging)
and further away from what attracted many of us to the hobby in the first place.

The “collecting” of stamps is the essence of the hobby. Wasn’t there something
really enjoyable about the simple act of placing a beautifully designed stamp in a
printed album? And, then, wasn’t it terribly satisfying filling the last empty space
on that album page?

David B. Markowitz, a collector of over 40 years, epitomizes someone who can
be described as a true “stamp collector.” Despite many opportunities to specialize,
David is a sort of hero to me. He has built, and continues to build, some of the
most comprehensive stamp collections I have ever had the pleasure to see in my
many decades in the hobby. Largely concentrating on Europe and its Colonies,
and up until recently British Commonwealth, he has assembled beautiful, largely
mint (used if it exists only that way), 1840-1940 year-date collections filling a few
hundred specially made Palo hingeless albums.
And he didn’t just fill them with ordinary stamps
—they had to be sound, with original gum if at all
possible, and if valuable they had to be examples
that are signed and/or accompanied by certificates
of authenticity from recognized experts.

We are pleased that David has chosen Siegel
International to handle the sale of his beloved
France and Colonies collections. His decision to
sell is not a reflection of lack of interest—rather, it
is because the collection is 99% complete. A more
comprehensive collection of these highly
collectible issues would be difficult to find.

David continues to “collect stamps” with enthu-
siasm and knowledge unlike few other philatelists
I have met. His passion for collecting is what
reminds me of exactly why I love stamps so much.

When not collecting stamps, Mr. Markowitz is a preeminent trial lawyer who
handles high-profile business disputes for individuals, companies and government
entities. He has achieved the highest levels of recognition a trial lawyer can
receive, and has been acknowledged nationally for his professional achievements.
For a more detailed biography, visit www.MarkowitzHerbold.com.

Sincerely,

Charles F. Shreve
Director
Siegel International


