


National’s 1870 portrait series was a direct
consequence of changing presidential administrations
and the unpopularity of the 1869 Pictorials. Perhaps in
an effort to distance the Grant administration from
blame for the 1869’s, Postmaster General Creswell
arranged for National to issue new stamps in the
traditional portrait style. In his 1870 report Creswell
states that “The adhesive stamps adopted by my
predecessor in 1869, having failed to give satisfaction to
the public, on account of their small size, their unshapely
form [will now require the P.O. Dept.] to issue new
stamps of larger size, superior quality of gum and new
sizes...and to adopt for designs the heads, in profile, of
distinguished deceased Americans...”

90¢ Stamps on Cover

DUE TO THE SHORT LIFE OF THE 1869 PICTORIAL
Issue, very few 90¢ stamps circulated. The stamp

agent’s records show that 47,360 90¢ 1869 stamps were
printed and delivered to the government stamp agent.
However, there is evidence that nearly half of these were
redeemed for the new 1870 Issue, leaving as few as
25,000 that might have been used on mail. Applying the
standard survival rate for classic stamps on covers, we
would expect no more than five 90¢ 1869 covers to exist. 

The fact that only one cover has been documented and
authenticated is perhaps attributable to the 90¢ Lincoln
stamp’s distinctive design. Stamp collectors were active
in the mid-19th century, and no attention was given to
stamps used on full covers. The large number of off-
cover 90¢ 1869 stamps is thanks to the soaking efforts of
these early collectors.

All 90¢ stamps were issued between 1860 and 1893.
Counting the 90¢ 1869, there were six face-different
designs (including one significant color variation). These
high-denomination stamps are generally very rare on
cover, the most common being the 90¢ 1861.

Robert A. Siegel Auction Galleries Inc.
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90¢ Stamps
In addition to the 90¢ 1869, there are four 90¢ designs and one color
variation. The issues (top to bottom) are 1860, 1861, 1870, 1888 and 1893.



The Ice House Cover
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The most valuable U.S. 90¢ cover sold to date is the
90¢ 1860 Issue cover addressed to Barcelona, Spain,
which figured prominently in the collections formed by
Alfred H. Caspary, Philip G. Rust and Dr. Leonard
Kapiloff. It realized $500,000 hammer when it was last
sold in the Siegel firm’s auction of the Kapiloff collection
(Siegel Sale 745, October 3, 1992, lot 193). There are six
authenticated covers bearing the 90¢ 1860.

Since the domestic rate was only 3¢ per half-ounce
until October 1883 and 2¢ thereafter, domestic covers
with 90¢ stamps are very few in number and tend to be
large envelopes that contained court documents. The
90¢ covers to foreign countries during the pre-UPU
period (before July 1875) are generally stamped with
postage paying multiple rates. After the UPU rate took
hold—5¢ per half-ounce—the need for 90¢ stamps on
small covers vanished. 90¢ covers during the UPU
period tend to be heavy parcel envelopes or wrappers,
or they were stamped as favors to philatelists.

The 90¢ 1860 Cover to Spain
This cover is one of six recorded examples
of the 90¢ 1860 stamp on cover. It
realized $500,000 hammer in the 1992
Siegel sale of the Kapiloff collection.



The importance of a 90¢ 1869 on cover has been
known to stamp collectors since the late 19th century,
when collecting covers first started to gain a following.
John F. Seybold (1858-1909) was one of the first
collectors to actively seek covers, starting in the 1880’s
and 1890’s. Some of Seybold’s best covers were pictured
in a series of articles published in The Perforator from
1902 to 1905. Although Seybold was able to acquire a
large number of outstanding covers, the 90¢ 1869
eluded him.

The point of mentioning Seybold is to emphasize that
for more than 125 years collectors have been searching
for the 90¢ 1869 on cover, and to date only the Ice
House cover has been found. There is also one small
piece of a cover bearing a 90¢ 1869, which is tied by the
“N.YORK STEAMSHIP” postmark.

Rumors have circulated for years about other 90¢
1869 covers and package wrappers, but no real evidence
of their existence has been produced. At one time it was
thought that the Gomez correspondence to Spain, some
of which came into collector hands during the 1980’s,
contained a 90¢ 1869 cover. In recent years there has
been talk of two package labels from Portland, Maine,
which have 90¢ 1869’s on them, but strenuous efforts to
gain access to these pieces, if only to verify their
existence, have failed. In this Photoshop era, we would
need to examine the actual item before we could believe
another 90¢ 1869 cover has been found after 140 years.

Valuing the Ice House Cover

THE ICE HOUSE COVER’S ABSENCE FROM THE
auction market during the period from its last

appearance in 1943 until this offering creates a huge void
in its pricing history. During this time, the market for the
most outstanding worldwide philatelic items has routinely
produced auction realizations ranging from one million
to several million dollars. In several reports of the Ice
House cover’s recovery, knowledgeable philatelists have
estimated its value at the million-dollar figure. However,
we (and the owners) have decided to establish a very
conservative estimate of $300,000 to $400,000.

Robert A. Siegel Auction Galleries Inc.
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90¢ 1869 on Piece
This is the only documented example of
the 90¢ genuinely used on a piece of
cover. The “N.YORK STEAMSHIP”
circular datestamp was applied to mail
off-loaded from arriving steamships.
Photo courtesy of Spink/Shreves

John F. Seybold
Considered by many to be the “Father of
Postal History,” Seybold was one of the
first collectors to appreciate stamps used
on their original covers. He was never
able to locate a 90¢ 1869 cover.
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LOT 130
The Ice House cover (shown at 100% of original size)
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Lot 130°

THE “ICE HOUSE” COVER

United States 1869 Pictorial Issue
90¢ Carmine and Black (122)

90¢ 1869 tied by segmented cork cancel, used with 1870 12¢ Dull Violet
(151), tied by same cork cancel, a missing 10¢ 1870 has been replaced by a
stamp with a similar cancel, the three paying the $1.12 quadruple 28¢ British
Mail via Brindisi rate on legal-size cover addressed to “Mr. Jas. H. Bancroft,
Ice House, Calcutta, E. Indies” with sender’s routing “via Brindisi” and
“Nevada” ship designation, the cover was actually carried on either the
North German Lloyd Rhein or the White Star Line Baltic, both of which
departed from New York on Saturday, August 9, 1873, sender’s blue oval
datestamp on back “TUDOR COMPANY, BOSTON, AUG. 8, 1873”, red
“BOSTON PAID AUG. 8” circular datestamp on front, red “4” in crayon
indicates quadruple rate, red crayon “96/4” indicates quadruple credit to
Great Britain, red “LONDON PAID 19 AU 73” datestamp applied in transit,
carried overland to Brindisi, then by the Peninsular & Oriental Steam
Navigation Company’s (P&O) steamer Poonah, departing Brindisi on August
25 and arriving at Alexandria on August 28, carried overland to Suez, “SEA
POST OFFICE B 29 8 73” (August 29) oval datestamp on back indicates
departure date from Suez on the P&O steamer Orissa (Bombay Line), red
“CALCUTTA 15 SEP” receiving datestamp, there is a large sealed tear that
passes through the upper left quadrant of the 90¢ stamp, severing it into
two pieces, the stamp has been repaired and the tear in the cover is slightly
discolored from sealing adhesive, the 12¢ stamp has minor faults, the cover’s
overall appearance is very attractive, and some modest work by a skillful
paper restorer could remove the discoloration from the tear in the cover

THE UNIQUE AND FAMOUS “ICE HOUSE” COVER. THIS IS THE ONLY
DOCUMENTED AND AUTHENTICATED EXAMPLE OF THE 90-CENT 1869
PICTORIAL ISSUE USED ON COVER. DISCOVERED IN 1914, LAST
OFFERED AT PUBLIC AUCTION IN 1943 AND LOST TO PHILATELY
BETWEEN 1967 AND 2006, THE “ICE HOUSE” COVER NOW RETURNS TO
THE COLLECTOR MARKET TO TAKE ITS RIGHTFUL PLACE ALONGSIDE
THE WORLD’S MOST IMPORTANT PHILATELIC RARITIES.

Illustrated in “Great Stamps Make Greater Covers”, Richard B. Graham, The
American Philatelist, October 1977.

Ex Squires, Ackerman, Krug, Luerssen and Baker.

With 2009 Philatelic Foundation certificate (number 476371).

Estimate $300,000-400,000



Live Internet Bidding at Siegel Auctions

Bidding from your computer lets you be part of
the live auction from anywhere in the world!
There’s no substitute for following the auction in real
time. Live Internet Bidding lets you bid and buy as
though you were right there in the saleroom.
And it’s easy. Just start by following the simple steps to
become a registered Live Internet Bidder. Once you’ve
been approved for bidding, you can listen to the auction
and place bids with the click of a mouse.
This step-by-step guide will instruct you how to register,
set your browser and use the bidding interface.

1Registering with Stamp Auction Network
and Siegel Auction Galleries

Live Internet Bidding is managed by Stamp Auction Network (SAN).
To bid, you must be registered and approved by both SAN and
Siegel. To decide what you need to do, choose the description below
that best fits you.
I’ve already registered with SAN and have been approved by Siegel
for internet bidding. You’re ready for Step 2.
I’ve never registered with SAN, but I’m a Siegel client. Go to
stampauctionnetwork.com/siegel and click on “Register” at the top.
Check the box for Robert A. Siegel Auction Galleries (under “R”) and
submit the form, indicating you are a Siegel client. Once registered at
SAN, you’re ready for Step 2.
I’ve never registered with SAN, and this is the first time I’ve bid
with Siegel. Go to stampauctionnetwork.com/siegel and click on
“Register” at the top. Check the box for Robert A. Siegel Auction
Galleries (under “R”) and submit the form with your trade
references (please, no family members or credit card companies as
references). Once registered at SAN and approved by Siegel for
bidding, you’re ready for Step 2.
I’ve bid through SAN before, but this is the first time I’ve bid in a
Siegel sale. Then you just need to be approved by Siegel. Go to
stampauctionnetwork.com/siegel and click on “Update Registration”
at the top. Your SAN account information will be sent to us for
approval (you might be asked for other trade references). Once
approved by Siegel for bidding, you can move to Step 2.

2Using your browser for Live Internet Bidding
and understanding the way it works.

Live Internet Bidding works by providing an audio feed of the
auction (for anyone using Internet Explorer) and by allowing
registered bidders to observe and place bids. The bidding interface
shows a photo and description of the lot, the current bid (and your
bidding status), and options for placing competitive bids. To join the
auction, go to stampauctionnetwork.com/siegel. You can also log on
at siegelauctions.com

The visual interface will work with any browser on both PC and Mac
operating systems. However, the audio feed only works with Internet
Explorer on a PC with ActiveX software installed. If ActiveX is not on
your computer, you will have the option to install it.
Before bidding by internet for the first time, we recommend finding
a sale in progress and listening to the public broadcast or logging in
as a registered bidder. This will help you develop a feel for the sale
tempo and bidding interface.
“System down” or “lost connection” events do occassionally happen.
If you have any problems with Live Internet Bidding, please call
212-753-6421 for immediate assistance.

3Using Live Internet Bidding to bid, track results and 
communicate with the auctioneer.

When you’re logged on as a Live Internet Bidder, the screen will display buttons with
bid increments. After you click on a bid amount, the auctioneer is immediately notified
of your bid. Retracting a bid is usually not acceptable, so please bid carefully.
If you bid, then decide to stop, please use the “Pass” button, which appears once you’ve
started bidding. This tells the auctioneer not to wait for another bid from you.
You can send messages to the auctioneer (for example, a request for extension). You
can also track prior realizations from the bidding screen.




